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Foreign Items. 

Nationar Irems—Appointments by the President; di- 
plomatic; United States supreme court; trade to Canada; 

Army anp Navy. 

SraTes oF THE Union—A new state suggested; New 
York, meeting of the legislature; Pennsylvania, meeting 
of the legislature; Maryland, treasurer’s annual report; 
Virginia, electioneering; North Carolina, nominations; 
South Carolina, adjournment of the legislature; Alabama, 
reelection of Judge Goldihwaite; Georgia. congressional 
districts, adjournment of the legislature; Mississippi, elec- 
tion returns; Illinois, whig convention; Missourt, pem- 
ientiary; Arkansas, nomination; Wisconsin, legislature; 
lowa. legislature. 

Symcon Grisworp; Gatvanic Licu'r; ‘TELESCOPE. 

PotiricaL—Presidential. 

LaNDING OF THE Piterims dinner at New York. 

Rev. SypNEY Smiru again, on repudiation—and reply. 

CHESAPEAKE AND Onjo CanaL—report, 

CoNGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 

CHRONICLE. 
esc se a i a nn oh na eae ohare tealantinimmetiiaien iis) 


CONGRESS. ‘There was evidently a determina- 
tion to arrive atsomething like a preliminary test vote, this 
week in the house of representatives. The question was 
presented by way of instructions to the committee on 
wavs and means to report a bill to alter the tariff.— 
and as there was considerable difficulty in wording the 
instructions so as to conform to the various wishes en- 
tertained as to how it should be modified, the attempt 
was made in several foris,—the result of which, up to 
Wednesday evening, we give in the journal of proceed- 
ings. Oa Thursday, the house being called, and all the 
members in the city avending, the veas and nays were 
taken on the resolunion proposed by Mr.jMe Dowex, [see | 
pige 303)—and re sulted, ayes 54, nays 102, This would | 
indicate a decided majority in favor of adhering to the! 
tariff. 

Another preleminary test vole was also taken in the 
house on Thursday. A resolution proposed by Mr. Dun- 
CAN, instructing the commiuitee on w ays and means to 
report a bill “for the safe keeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public mnonies,” (sub-treasury bil!) ‘and 
at the same time to disconnect the government from all 
banking institutions,” was adopted by yeas and nays— 
ayes 110 nays 53. 

The senate after a brief executive session, adjourned 
over to Monday. 

Yesterday, the house, after some sharp passes be- 
tween Mr. “ADAMS and Mr. J. C. Incersoin, on a mo- 
tion of the latter to suspend the rules of the house. in or- 
der to 2o into committee of the whole on Gen. Jackson’s 
fine, on which the vote stood aves 101, noes $S,—not the 
requisite two-thirds—took up _Mr. Adams’ proposition to 
make the 2ist rule the order of the day for Tuesday next— | 
points of order were started, and finally the whole subject | 
of slavery, anti-slavery, and petitions, was opened and | 
debated. 
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LATEST FOREIGN. 

The packet ship Burgundy, arrived at New York 
on the 3d from Havre, bring Paris dates to the 8th 
December. 

In France all seems tranquil. 

Overland mails from Cmwa bring intelligence that 
the China market was menaced with a glut of mer- 
chandise from England. 

Spain is agitated with another ministerial revolu- 
tion. On the 29th Nov. the queen sent to the cham- 
ber of deputies a message informing them that M. 
Olozaga, her prime minister, had forcibiy seized her 
hand, and compelled her to sign a decree for the dis- 
solution of the cortes, which she considered prejudi- 
cial to the throne and country. She issued a decree 
revoking it, and dismissed the minister from office. 
Olozaga remained calm, on the reading of the mes- 
sage. The otier ministers assembled and ordered 
his arrest. He was taken to prison as the last intel- 
ligence left Madrid—2d December. 

[It is not improbable that this sudden change in the 
ministry of Spain may be followed by a renewed in- 
struction to M. d’ Areaiz, who, in consequence of 
being recalled by Olozaga, left Washington on the 
Sth inst. to join his family at Bordentown, designing 
to embark shortly for Spain. He was much respect- 
ed at Washington. | 

Greece. The Russian party is for the moment 
cown, the minister having been recalled. The French 
and English party is dominent for the day. The na- 
tional assembly which ought to have meton the 12th, 
Was not opened till the 20th Nov. Greece was tran- 
quil however. Great eagerness for emptying the 


| the envoy of Spain near the government of the U. 


John McLean, Cineinnati, Ohio, do. 1829 | 
Henry Baldwin, Meadsville, Pa. do. 830 | 
James M. Wayne, Savannah, Geo. do. 1835 
| John McKinley, Florence, Ala., do. 1837 
John Catron, Nashville, Tenn. do. 1837 
Peter Y. Daniels, Richmond, Va. do. 1841 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
Abel P. Upshur, of Virginia, to be Secretary of 
State, in the place of Daniel Webster resigned. 
John Nelson, of Maryland, to be attorney general, 
in place of Hugh S. Legare, deceased. 





DIPLOMATIC. 


THE NAVY. 
UNITED STAT 23 VESSELS REPORTED. 
The U.S. ship Fanouth arrived at Havana on the 


10th ult. 


The U.S. frigate Columbia, Capt. Shubrick, was 


at Montevideo, Oct. 12. 


The U.S. schooner Enterprize, lieut. J. Watson, 


bearing the broad pendant of Commodore D. Turner 
was at Buenos Ayres, 6th,November. 


The U.S. ship Columbus, Commodore Turner, 


THE MINISTER or Spain. On Wednesday his ex-| from Rio Janeiro for Montevideo, was passed, Octo- 
cellency M. d’Argaiz, who has been for a long time! ber 5th in lat. 35 05 S., lon. 51 28 W. 


States, had an audience of leave of the president. It 
is to be regretted that the society of this distinguish- 
ed gentleman will thus be lost to us; and we can 
only hope that his successor may render himself 
equally agreeable to our government and the people. 
[ Madisonian. 

The National Intelligencer states, that Wappy 
Tompson, our minister to Mexico, has resigned, 
and will shortly return to the U. States. 


The U.S. steamer Princeton, Captain Srocron, 


left Philadelphia on the Ist and reached Sandy Hook 


light, against a north wind and heavy sea, m 24 


hours. She proceeded upto the Narrows, to take 
in her two two hundred and twelve powunders—and then 
returns to New York to take in her armament of forty- 
lwo’s. 


The U.S. brig Lawrence, lieut. com’g. Garpner, 
was at St. Pierres, Martinique, on the 15th Decem- 


WasHINGToN Irvine left has Paris on his return | ber: 


to Madrid, with improved health, though not recover 


The U.S. brig Consort, lieut. Porviance, sailed on 


ed. the 30th ult. from Boston, with stores for the squad- 
Tue U. S. Supreme Courr commences its session | FO Of the coast of Africa. 


at the seat of government on Monday next. ‘The 
following are the names and time of appointments 
of all the judges: 

Residences. -Ippointed. 
Roger B. Taney, Baltimore, Md. chief justice 1836 
Joseph Story, Cambridge, Mass. Asso. juctice 1811 


And there is one vacancy, cccasioned by the death 
of Judge Smith Thompson, of New York. 





TRADE TO CANADA. 

The Buffalo Advertiser says: By the new provin- 
cial tariff, the duty on tea entering Canada from the 
United States, is reduced to 2 pence per lb on certain 
qualities. One of the Troy merchants recently ship- 
ped to Montreal, 2,500 chests; and we preceive by a 
correspondent of the Express, that 8,000 chests have 
been sent to the port of Hamilton alone. The same 
writer observes that the advantage derited from the | 
new Canadian tariff are by no means confined to the 
item of tea; a lucrative trade is now carried on in 
American domestic cotton, American manufactures 
ofiron, in tallow, in boots, shoes and Jeather, and the 
thousand and one other domestic items which come 
under the category of sundries. The duty on boots 
and shoes being reduced from 30 to 15 per cent. 
shops have been established in ‘l‘oronto and other 
towns for the sale of American shoes, and a duty 
being levied on raw hides, at the same time the duty 
on leather has been reduced from 15 to 7} per cent. 
the business of tanning in Canada is almost at an end 
and the American towns have an entire monopoly 
ofthe Canada leather market. ‘The leather dealers 
of this city as well as those in other large places 
along the trontier, dispose of large quantities of their 
goods for such destination annually. 





THE ARMY. 

Dragoons. The resignation of 24 lient. Charles | 
F’. Ruff has been accepted, to take effect on the 31st | 
December, 1543. | 
Rirtes. Resignation of 2d heut. Bayard Clarke | 
accepted, to take effect December 15, 1843. | 





Q¢ Artintery. Major J. Erving transferred from 
the 3d to the 2d artillery, and assigned to duty in| 





3d Artittery. Major W. L. McClintock trans- 
ferred from the 2d to the 3 artillery. 


The following promotions have been made, to fil! 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of captain FE. 
Lyon: 

Ist lieutenant John A. Thomas to be captain. 

2d lieutenant Stewart Van Vliet, to be Ist licuten- 
ant. 

Bvt. 2d lieutenant R. W. Johnson, to be 2d lieu- 





treasury, and no expedients for replenishing it. 
Vol. XV.—Sig. 19. 


tenant. [army and Navy Chronicle. 


New York harbor. 


Tue Cot. Aserr. The iron steamer which has 


been “put up” at Buffalo, for the topographical service, 
has been Jaunched, and was christened **Col. Abert,” 
in honor of the head of that department. She was 
designed by Lieut. Hunter, and is 97 feet long, 18} 
beams, and eight feet depth of hold, propelled by two 
submerged wheels, eight feet in diameter and 22 in- 
ches wide, paddles 10 inches deep. ‘I'wo high pres- 


sure steam engines of 25 horse power each, hull ! of 
an inch thick, and frames of T iron, placed at the 
distance of two feet apart. She has her machinery 
all on board, and draws but three feet six inches aft, 


'and three feet two inches forward. The engines and 


hull of the .bert were built by the West Foint Foun- 
dry Association. 


The John Adams. An officer on board writes, dated 
Rio Janeiro, Nov. 7th 1843. “I have been making 
up a calculation of this ship’s run since we left Bos- 
ton, and the whole number of miles is 23,191. We 
have been out from Boston 608 days, and have spent 
out of this time 247 days at sea, leaving 37) days 
which we have been in port. We have visited Rio 
five times; Cape Town twice, St. Augustine Bay 
(Madagascar) once, Mozambique once, Montevideo 
three times, and Buenos Ayres twice. I send you 
this account that you may see wheter we have been 
kept actively cruizing or not. We have sailed in 
company with the line ship ,Delaware, Potomac 
frigate, Concord sloop-of-war, and Decatur, and 
found that not one of them could hold a candle to us 
in sailing, and what is more, we never have met a 
ship yet that could sail by us, and only one in exer- 
cising, and that was the Decatur. 


ee a 





STATES OF TILE UNION. 

A NEW Stare sucGceEstep. The subject of dividing 
the state of Tennessee, and erecting a new state to 
be called FRANKLAND, has again been proposed in the 
legislature of ‘Tennessee. 
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es 


NEW YORK, ‘ 
Tue Lecistat ure met at Albany on the 2d inst- 
ant. ‘The governor’s message was delivered on the 
3d inst. 
PENNSYSVANIA, 
Tue LeGisLatrure assembled at Harrisburg on the 
2d inst. 
The Senate reelected Wm. Bigler as speaker. 


The House. The vote for speaker stood 56 for 
James R. Snowden, of Venango, (V. B.) and 41 for 
| Geo. W. Toland, of Philadelphia. 


In the V. B. caucus, the first ballot stood, A. M. 
Roumfort 22; J. R. Snowden 19, T. Tustin 6, A. 
Brackenridge 4, scattering 2. Second ballot, J. R. 
Snowden 27, Roumfort 26. 

Governor Porter’s message was delivered on the 3d 
inst. and will have space in our next. 





















































































"Ge eee : y 3 a 


Aine 


ad 


ee 


Ee ee hee 


eae 








290 NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN. 6, 1844—STATES OF THE UNION. 











et ete 





MARYLAND. the utmost difficulty the treasurer and commissioner 
Tue TREASURERS ANNUAL REPORT on the finances | °f loans were able to obtain from some of the banks, 
and debts of the state, which we insert in this number, | and of a few patriotic citizens $401,198 03, of the 
(except the tabular statements, of which we fur-| amount they were authorized to borrow. 
nish an abstract) will command and reward the at-} At the close of the fiscal year 1841, the deficit in 
tention of our readers. As a whole, it is a business- | the treasury amounted to $104,474 92, and the trea- 
like paper, and many of 1ts suggestions are valuable. |surer of the Western Shore estimated, that $1,215,- 
From one of his propositions, however, we take the | 483 67, was requisite for the services of the current 
earliest instant to dissent, most earnestly. We allude | year ending with the 30th November 1842. 


to that of interfering with the sinking fund,—which,| Jn the meantime the assessment of the property of 
besides its own intrinsic value as a means of paying | the state, although not completed, had yet furnished 
the principal of the loans by the period they become | jnformation sufficient to leave no doubt, that it would 
due, we consider this fund as absolutely pledged by | not exceed in value more than $200.000.000. The 
contract to the bond-holders, and that the state has | fina} result ascertained it to be but $196,764,849 98, 
no right to suspend or delay it. When the law was | making no allowance for abatements, it could not, at 
enacted authorising the loan, one of its sections pro- | the rate of tax directed to be levied, produce as much 
vided for the creation and management of this sink- | a5 ¢400,000, whilst the wants of the treasury requir- 
ing fund, and - eg re a rye’ the reliance on | eq annually not less than $600,090 

which the : aders parted with their money. Good ck TO 
faith therefore sajeios that we fulfill the obligation, The general assembly at its then session, (Decem- 
thereby implied,—and, as we verily believe, also, the ber 1841,) lost no time in devising and enacting other 
true dollar and cent consideration, if we had no oth. | ™easures, which it was anxiously hoped would, in 


er, should induce us to preserve the sinking fund in- connexion with those previously adopted, result in 
violably. the complete restoration of the solvency of the trea- 


sury. With this object in view, and regarding it as 
just and right, that every citizen enjoying the pro- 
tection of government, and having the ability, should 
To the Honorable the General Assembly of Maryland: | contribute of his earnings a rateable amount of his 
In obedience to the requirements of the 3d section | income, the act ch. 325 of that session, was passed, 
of the act of December session 1824, ch. 149, the | which provided for an assessment of all salaries, emo- 
treasurer of the Western Shore has the honor to sub-| juments, incomes, and profits, and the imposition of 
mit the following report: a tax of 2} per cent. upon all such of the value of 
The financial embarrassments of the state have been | 509 and upwards. Other, and various tax laws were 
rapidly augmenting since the close of the fiscal year | enacted. Thus ch. 297, imposed a tax of 25 percent. 
1840; and unless without further delay measures be | oy silver plate, and a graduated tax on watches: ch. 
resorted to of a more efficient and prompt character, | 939, made it the duty of the different classes of bro- 
the reputation of the state for honest and good faith kers, to take out a license before engaging or con- 
must suffer a reproach that the lapse of centuries | (in.jng in that business: ch. 194 provided for a tax 
may not be able to efface. Ven bd Shite ls ey 
7 ee fi ; on theatrical and other exhibitions, stud-horses, &e.: 
The state, influence } y the spirit of the times, | ¢), 989, provided that a tax of $1 25 should be paid 
and for the advantage of certain companies incorpo- | to the state on all protested notes, drafts, and bills of 
rated for purposes of internal improvement, having | exchange: ch. 186. provided, that the one per cent 
exhansted all the disposable funds in its treasury, duty then paid to the state, on goods soid at auction, 
did not hesitate to loan her credit upon contracts so- | should be thereafter increased to one and a half per 
Jemnly entered into, that the interest upon the loans ‘eent.: and ch. 329, provided for a graduated tax on 
to be obtained for their benefit, would be, by them, 'ground rents. The act, ch. 23, March session 1841. 
promptly provided for as the same should become | having exempted from taxation all persons not hav- 
ue. - Spas ie on _ |ing in possession real or personal property to the 
It is but sheer justice to the Baltimore and Ohio | amount of $200 in value, , some tiny by ch. 116. 
Railroad Company, to say, that of all those vast COr- | so amended as to make all persons in possession of 
porations, it is the only one that has faithfully com- | property to the amount of $50, liable to taxationyand 


plied with its contract. The others, in failing to | by ch. 328, the rate of the direct tax was raised from 
perform their obligations, have left the state to strug- | one fifth rv one fourth of one per pink hy 

gle witha mass of debt that threatens to crush the ’ : ; j 
energies of her citizens. Notwithstanding these various enactments, the con- 


As early as the close of 1840, the condition of the | dition of the treasury the year following. was not 
treasury made it necessary for the officer having materially improved. Difficulties having arisen in 
charge of its affars, to ask the general assembly, to. the ascertainment of the true intent and meaning of 
provide the ways and means for raising additional re- | the act providing for a tax upon salaries, incomes, 
venue, to an amount sufficiently large to ena-|@™oluments, and profits, no effectual effort was made 


to pay the interest failing due on the in Baltimore city, Howard district, or any of the 


moneys borrowed for the benefit of those com- counties to enforce its provisions. I[t,as well as the 
panies. In his annual report for that year, he stated |™ajority of the other acts, passed at the same ses 
that such “revenue to an amount not less than $600,- | 5!0%) and avowedly for the same purpose, had been 
000 yearly, was even then indispensable to the main- | Pe’mitted to remain as a dead letter on the statute 
tenance of the pwblic faith, and the future solvency book. 
of the treasury.” ‘That the sum of $150,000 would It is true that the assessment of real and personal 
be imperiously required on the first day of April! property throughout the state had been completed, 
thereafter; $100,000 on the first day of July; $250,-| and the tax levied, and in process of collection in all 
000 on the tirst day of October, and $100,000 more | the connties, except Calvert, Somerset, and Worces- 
on the first day of January, 1842.” ter. But notwithstanding this, such was the poverty 
The general assembly satisfied of the correctness | of the treasury, as compared wich its wants, that the 
of these statements, did, by resolution No. 14,eof| treasurer in his annual report made at December ses- 


STATE TREASURY. 
Annapo ts, 26th December, 1843. 





ble him 








that session, authorise the commissioners of loans, | sion 1842, informed the general assembly that ‘his 
under the direction of the treasurer of the Western | entire receipts from all sources during the year were , 
Shore, to borrow for twelve months, on a pledge of | inadequate to the single purpose of paying the inter- 

so much of the bank stock of the state, as might be | est on the public debt, and that the result demonstra- 

necessary, an amount sufficient to meet the interest | ted the utter inadequacy of the revenue so far effect-: 
falling due on the first day of April next ensuing.— | ually provided.”” And although every cent, arising 
As permanent provision for the prompt payment of | from the various sources of income attempted to be 
the interest on the public debt, could with honor, no | opened by the general assembly, at its session of 1840 
longer be delayed, they at their extra session, in| and 1841, had been faithfully applied in the manner 
March 1841, (called expressly for that purpose,) by |directed: yet upto the close of the fiscal year of 
ch. 23, provided for a general valuation and assess- | 1842, the treasurer had been able to pay only $272,- 
ment of all the real and personal property of every | 994 52 of the loan obtained from the banks and cer- 
kind and description within the state; and imposed a | tain individuals; leaving the treasury on that day defi- 
tax of one fifth of one per cent. upon the same. As it| cient of means to meet its liabilities, to the amount 
was desirable that the interest failing due on the first | of $890,532 29. 

days of July, October, and January 1842, should be} It was not the pleasure of the general assembly at 
promptly paid, and as the tax thus directed to be le- | its jast session, to increase the rate of the direct tax; 
vied could not be made available for that purpose, | but several acts, highly important in their character, 
the commissioner of loans was by resolution No. 4,|and designed to bear immediately as well as pros- 
farther instructed to borrow, at such times, and in| pectively upon the financial condition of the state, 
such sums as the treasurer should advise, not ex- | were enacted. 

ceeding five hundred thousand dollars, to be made 1. ‘To secure effectually the collection of the direct 








2 ‘The several sheriffs and collectors of the direct 
and income taxes were also directed by ch. 189, to 
receive in payment of the same, coupons of interest 
on any of the bonds of the state, as also interestcer- 
tificates directed to be issued by the commissioner 
of loans, for the years for which the said coupons 
- interest certificates, and taxes, were respectively 
ue. > 

3. The treasurer of the Western Shore was by ch. 
301, entitled ‘‘an act to sell the state’s interest in 
the internal improvement companies, and to pay the 
debts of the state.” authorized and directed, to ad. 
vertise in this country and in Europe, until the first 
day of July, for proposals from the creditors of the 
state and others, for the purchase of all the interest 
which the state holds in certain corporations therein 
enumerated. 

4 In order to define the true construction of the 
income tax actch. 235 of 1841, an act declaratory 
of the same (ch. 294,) was passed; which amon 
other of its provisions repealed ch 329 of 184], and 
provided, that thereafter, all ground rents should be 
assessed and rated as income. The act licensing 
brokers (ch. 282 of 1841,) was by supplementary act 
(ch. 257 of 1842,) so amended, as to greatly reduce 
the price fixed originally for licenses. 

It is the duty of the treasurer to report to the ho- 
norable the general assembly, the effect of these en- 
actments upon the revenue and financial condition of 
the state. : 

The act ch. 269 of 1842, has thus far failed to en- 
sure the collection of the direct tax in Calvert, So- 
merset, and Worcester counties, neither of them 
having as vet proceeded to collect a single dollar of 
the tax due the state for 1841 and 1842; nor has it 
prevented Carroll and Talbot counties, from making 
no provision for the collection of the tax for 1842, 

The actch. 189 of 1842, went into successful op- 
eration early after the adjournment of the genera) 
assembly. It has afforded considerable relief to the 
tax payer from the facility it gives him of paying his 
tax to the state in a medium of less value than cash. 
Nor has it been without its advantages to those of its 
creditors, who have chosen to take for the amount 
justly due them, less than its contracted price. 


In conformity with the duties imposed on the trea- 
surer ch \30L of 1842, he proceeded as soon thereaf- 
ter as possible to advertise in London, Liverpool, and 
Amsterdam, and the principal Atlantic cities in this 
country, “for proposals from the creditors of the 
state and others, for the purchase of -all the inter- 
est held by the state, in the Chesapeake and Ohio Ca- 
nal Compaay, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany, the Washington Branch Railroad Company, 
the Tide Water Canal Company, and the Susquehan- 
na Railroad Company.” 

No proposals have been received for th¢;purchase 
of the interest of the state, in either of ‘the above 
mentioned corporations, except for that of the Tide 
Water Canal Company. 

On the 25th of June last, a letter was received 
from W. C. Conine. Esq., in which he proposed, ‘‘on 
behalf of the holders of about $3,000, in clams 
against the Tide Water Canal Company, to subscribe 
for $4,000, in 5 per cent. State of Maryland stock, 
agreeable to the provisions of ch. 301, of 1842.” A 
few days thereafter, (the 29th of the same month,) 
James Hepburn, Esq., by letter, proposed ‘‘on behalf 
J. M. Haldeman, Jno. N. Lane, and G. W. Aspin- 
wall, and Isaac Hazlehurst, executors of E. Cole- 
man, deceased, and himself, to purchase the mort- 
gages of the state of Maryland against the Susque- 
hanna and Tide Water Canal Compaies, and to pay 
for the same, principal and interest, in the bonds of 
the state, according to the requirements of the act 
authorising said sale.”” The reception of this com- 
munication was immediately acknowledged, and Mr. 
Hepburn informed, that so soon as the terms men- 
tioned in the 4th section of the act were complied 
with, the treasurer would be prepared to convey tothe 
purchaser or purchasers, all the interest held by the 
state in those companies. No farther hearing has 
been had from that gentleman, and his letter, as also 
that of Mr. Conine, remains on file ia the archives 
of the treasury. 

The assessment of incomes and ground rents, as 
directed by ch. 294, of 1842, has been made in most 
of the counties; official returns of the same, as pro- 
vided for by law, have, however, been received only 
from Baltimore city, Howard district, Anve Arundel, 
Montgomery, Somerset, Dorchester, and Allegany 
counties. InFrederick, NVorcester, Prince George’s, 
and perhaps, other counties, no attempt to an assess- 
ment has been made, or if made, subsequently de- 





payable twelve months after the date of each loan. 
out of the proceeds of the direct tax. 

At December session 1841, it was made manifest, 
that these measures, however wisely designed, had 
proved ineffectual to the preservation of the public 
credit. Solow indeed bad it fallen, that it was with 





tax, (particularly in the counties that up to this time | sisted from. 

had failed to make any collections on account of the The reducing of the price required to be paid for 
same,) ch. 269, of that session was passed, which, | a license, to act bs stock, exchange, or bill broker, 
among other provisions, made the collection of the | has had the effect of increasing to a small extent the 
county dependeut on the collection of the state} revenue of the state—$2,565 being the amount re- 
tax. | ceived from that source during the past fiscal year. 
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The 54th section, of ch. 23, of March session 1841, 
makes it the duty of the clerks of the levy courts or 
commissioners of the several counties, Howard dis- 
trict, and the register of the city of Baltimore, im- 
mediately after any assessment, or the imposition of 
any tax for the use of the state, to transmit by mail, 
to the treasurer, a certificate stating that such tax was 
imposed, the date of the imposition thereof, the 
amount of assessable property fjiable thereto, and the 
name or names of the collector or collectors, with a 
copy of his, or their bond or bonds. But few of the 
clerks have chosen to perform the duties thus enjoin- 
ed upon them. Indispensable as is this information, 
to a correct statement and adjustment of the ac- 
counts agaist the several counties and the col- 
lectors, it is ina majority of instances, with the 
greatest difficulty only that the treasurer can ob- 
tain it. 

Certificates of the imposition of the direct tax, 
and the appointment of collectors of the same for 
1843, have been received from Prince George’s, An- 
ne Arundel, Dorchester, Frederick, Harford, and 
Cecil counties, and Howard district. 

On the 1lth October last, letters were addressed 
to each of the clerks of the levy courts and commis- 
sioners of the several counties, asking information 
on this, and other kindred subjects. From most of 
these gentlemen answers have been received,and from 
them it has been ascertained, that Baltimore city, 
Washington, Allegany, Caroline, Queen Anne’s, 
Montgomery, and Charles counties have likewise le- 
viel the tax and appointed collectors of the same for | 
1843. That in Kent county a collector had been ap- | 
pointed, and preparatory measures were being made 
for the levying of the tax. In Carroll] county the 
levy fur 1843 has been made, but no collector ap- 
pointed. In Somerset, Worcester, and Talbot coun- 
ties, no information of any levy, or the appointment | 
of any collector or collectors has been received. In| 
Baltimore county the tax has not been levied so late | 
as October 30th; possibly, it has been since; but of | 
this the treasurer has noinformation. By a letter | 
received from the clerk to the commissioners of St. 
Mary’s county, dated the 18th October 1813, the | 
treasurer was informed that owing to some misap- | 
prehension by the commissioners of the requirements | 
of law, the tax for 1843 had not been levied, but that 
the subject would come up for consideration at their 
next meeting. From Calvert county no information | 
has been obtained. 

In several counties the levy courts or commission- | 
ers have arbitrarily reduced the assessed valuation of | 
the property within their respective limits, from that | 
first returned to the treasury. By this means the va- | 
Juation of negro property has been reduced in Anne | 
Arundel county 25 per cent. In Prince George's | 
county, real property 25 per cent., and personal pro- | 
perty 33 and a third percent. In Kent county real | 
property 20 per cent., negro property 10 per cent., | 
and on all other personal property 25 per cent. And | 
in Cecil county both real and personal property 20 | 
per cent. 

The assessed value of property in other of the 
counties has from various causes lessened. An ef- | 
fort was made to obtain the exact amount of reduc- 
tion in each county, but it has been to some extent 
unsuccessful. Statement G has been cautiously pre- 
pared, and for all practical purposes is believed to be 
correct; when it was found impossible to ascertain 
the precise amount of property in any one county 
liable to the tax of 1843, that of the previous year 
has been assumed, and so with the Jevy for the same 
year. The levy of 1843 and in some instances for 
1842, includes the specific tax on plate and watches, 
for those counties in which the latter tax has been 
levied. It shows with these exceptions the amount 
of property, the levy thereon, or the levy to which 
under existing laws the same 1s liable for the years 
1841, 1842, and 1843. 

In 184] the assessed value of the property in the 
state was $196,763,849 98; in 1842, $196 239,200 84, 
and in 1843 $188 105,496 22. 

The abatements made by the appeal tax court in 
Baltimore city, and which for all practical purposes 
must be considered as a reduction of property, the 
treasurer is informed will, it is supposed, amount to 
for 1841, $4,500,000, and for 1842 to $5,000,000. No 
estimate can yet be made for 1343. 

Where this decrease in the valuation of property, 
has not been effected by the express direction of the 
levy courts or commussioners, it is supposed prinei- 
pally to have to resulted from the absorption of pri- 
vate securities; as for instance A, was indebted ten 
thousand dollars on note, or bond to B, which note 
or bond was in accordance with the provisions of ch. 
23, of March session 1841], duly assessed and return- 
ed, with other property in the possession of B, to the 
levy. court or commissioners, the aggregate amount 
of which by the actreferred to and its supplements 








re 





Bindisposed to be taxed on this amount, demands 
and receives payment from A, or A may of his own 
accord, and for his own convenience have paid the 
amount of his debt-to B: in either event B appears 
before the levy court, or commissioners, states that 
he is no longer the owner of such bond or note, and 
demands that the valuation of his property be reduc- 
ed by that amount. It 1s accordingly done; and al- 
thouch the wealth of B has decreased only to the ex- 
tent of the interest lost during the short time the 
money paid him by A may remain uninvested, yet 
his taxes are materially lessened, and the aggregate 
value of the property in the county liable to taxation 
is less by ten thousand dollars than it was before this 
transaction. 

Again, B may immediately thereafter reinvest the 
money received from A, in private securities or pub- 
lic stock, or in any other manner that may be prefer- 
red by himself, and the chances are decidedly in his 
favor that he pays no taxes on the same until the 
state in her wisdom ordergya new assessment. 


It is by a process of this, or of a similar charac- 





pany for the year ending the 30th September last of 
$18,308 71.” 

In the present condition of the finances of the state, 
the treasurer has felt it a duty incumbent on him to 
present as concisely as the naturevof the subject al- 
lowed, the various and repeated efforts of the gene- 
ral assembly to restore and maintain its credit. If 
these efforts have not proved ample to the accom- 
plishroent of the object designed, it has been owing 
to circumstances difficult to foresee, and perhaps im- 
possible to prevent. At the same time, he regards it 
as no less obligatory upon him, to say, that the exist- 
ing revenue system is defective not only in the law,but 
in its administration, and inadequate to the purpose 
intended. A large majority of the counties are in 
arrear, while several have failed to contribute any 
thing whatever to the relief of the common burden. 
The consequences flowing from this state of things 
are already apparent. That some of the counties 
should refuse to make any, the smallest contribution, 
to the relief of the public necessities, has engendered 
an evident dissatisfaction in those portions of the 

















; counties have failed, or neglected to pay proper at- 


_incomes and ground rents: Baltimore city, Baltimore 


state, where the people have manifested an entire 
willingness to furnish, to the utmost of their ability, 
their quota of taxes assessed upon them for the sup- 
port of the common government, and the redemption 
of the public faith. It is in vain therefore that we 
expect the mere passage of laws laying taxes upon 
the people will relieve the state, unless means be de- 
vised to prevent such laws from being either resisted 
or evaded. 

It cannot be disguised that we have arrived at a 
crisis in the history of the state, pregnant with con- 
sequences of grave import to the perpetuity of our 
institutions. Is the state competent to enforce obe- 
dience to its constitutional enactments? Jf there be 
| not virtue inherent in the people, sufficient to sustain 
the legislature in enacting, and the executive in the 
enforcement of laws, which conflict not with the 
rights of conscience, nor violate the reserved rights 


ter, that all the private securities are gradually, but 
surely escaping from the operation of the direct tax. 
And unless some means more effectual than those 
heretofore provided be adopted, the great burden of 
taxation will ultimately be thrown upon the landed 
interests. 

It is greatly to be regretted, that in other instances, 
the levy courts and commissioners of several of the 


tention to other acts of the general assembly design- 
ed to increase the revenue of the state. Whilst some 
of the counties have deliberately reduced the valua- 
tion of their property, and whilst others have made 
no effort to enforce the provisions of the act taxing 





county, and possibly others, have disregarded the act | 

directing that a specific tax should be laid on watch- | 

es and plate; and in several of the counties the limits |" : 
. re | > t . 2 ar 

of taxation have not been reduced to $50 as was ex- |?! a Sine dees — ‘ — iia co wate 

pressly provided for by ch. 116 of 1841. ;such a constitution and form of government, as wi 


On the first day of December, 1843, the public | 2884ure the obedience of all. 


debt of Marvland amounted to $15,204,783 98; of| , On every principle of morality and justice the 


this sum $3,799,359 14 bears interest at the rate of | debt of Maryland is obligatory. The people, in re- 
6 percent. 10,805,425 84, at the rate of 5 per cent. | peatedly re-electing the very men who contracted it, 
$100,000, at the rrte 4: per cent., and $50,000, at, "@ve sanctioned it; and any attempt to cast off the 
the rate of 3 per cent. | obligation, would be nothing less than an effort to 
Of this debt, $12,004,784 98 carries interest at this | destroy that virtue and equality, which are the very 
time; the difference being the amount of the state’s | foundation on which rests the beautiful fabric of free 
bonds given to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- | $0vernment. 
pany, in payment of the subscription authorised by| To the payment of this debt the faith of the state 
the act of the extra session of May 1836, and not | has been solemnly pledged. It would be inconsistent 
used by the company. The whole amount of interest | with her honor to repudiate, invade, or impair it. But 
now payable annually being $656,021 16: of this sum | one course sho tld be pursued, and that is to pay every 
a part §29.200 00 is secured by a specific pledge of | dollar of it in the form in which it was contracted: 
available funds and is regularly paid. The balance | any thing other than this, cannot but be attended with 
$626,821 16, is what must be annually provided for | equal injustice to the creditors, and dishonor to the 
otherwise. With the exception of $197,604 90, | state. 
which has been paid in coupons and interest certifi-| To aid in the accomplishment of an object so de- 
cates received for taxes, the interest not specifically |sirable to all, itis presumed, the treasurer would 
provided for has accumulated until it amounts at the | most respectfully offer to the consideration of the 
close of the fiscal year 1843 $1,171,872 87, in which! general assembly, a few suggestions growing out of 
is not included the inter onthe unpil dividends. | the experience xwfforded him in the performance of 
The only revenue specifically appropriated to the | the duties of his office. 
payment of the interest now due, and becoming due! The arrears of interest now due amount to, as be- 
on that portion of the public debt, not secured by a fore stated, $1,171,872 87; to pay off the same would 
specific pledge of available funds, is the proceeds of | require a tax of one dollar in the hundred, but in view 
the direct income, and ground rent taxes; which pro- | of the difficulty which has attended the collection of 
duced during the past year $169,627 61 in cash, and | the existing taxes, the policy of increasing them for 
in coupons, and interest cirtificates received by the | this purpose is doubtful, if the arrears can be pro- 
commissioner of loans, $197,604 90, being insuffi- | vided for in any other manner. This it is thought can 
cient by $259,583 65, to pay the annual accruing in-| be done by funding in a stock redeemable when the 
terest on that portion of the public debt. | principal of the debt falis due, appropriating so much 
Out of the amount of cash so received, there has |of the income of the sinking fund, as might be ne- 
been paid to the banks the balance of their loans in | cessary to meet the interest on the new stock. In this 
1841 to the state, amounting to, for principal $128,-| way the arrears would be provided for without in- 
203 51, the interest on the same, having been pro-|creasing the existing taxes, the only difference be- 
vided for out of the ordinary revenue of the state. | ing that the treasurer, instead of applying the divi- 
There has been also remitted to the Messrs. Baring, | dends on the state stock held by him as trustee of the 
of London, $46,571 42, including costs and charges | sinking fund. to the purchase of more stock on ac- 
on account of their advance. |count of the fund, would apply them to meet the in- 
Anticipations, based upon the estimates submitted | terest on the stock in which the arrears were funded. 
tothe general assembly at its last session, by my | It would not be necessary to destroy the sinking fund, 
predecessor, that the Baltimore and Susquchanna | but merely to suspend its operation: and although the 
Railroad Company would pay into the treasury dur- | accomplishment of the object for which it was creat- 
ing the past fiscal year $20,000, have not been realis- |ed would certainly be postponed, yet if a provision 
ed. The president of the company in a communica-| was made appropriating to its use all excess of in- 
tion, (in answer to one from the treasurer to him on | come from ail sources, a few years would probably 
that subject,) received the 18th November, says, |see it restored to its former activity and usefulness. 
“that although a larger quantity of produce and mer- | At present it is a dead letter. 
chandize has been transported over the work, than| ‘The present rate of tax is insufficient to meet the 
during any former year, the excess has not been suf-| annually accruing interest onthe public debt. It 
ficiently great to compensate the company for the | cannot with certainty be estimated to yield more than 
reduction in their charges, and the gross revenue re- | $375,000: it is however more than probable that if 
ceived from that source i3 less by $11,989 17 than | ihe practical repudiation, acted upon in some of the 
during the year ending the 30th September 1842.— | counties, and the annulment practised in others, by 
In the receipts from passengers there has heen a fal-| the local tax courts be controlled by appropriate le- 
ling off by the amount of $6,319 53; making an ag- | gislation, the revenue will be considerably augment- 
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was made /iable to taxation, and taxed accordingly. 


gregatc diminution of the gross revenue of the com-'ed, and the additional amount of tax required, be 
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much less than will be necessary if the existing state 
of things remains unchanged. 

In order that the evils complained of, may be spee- 
dily and effectually cured, the treasurer would re- 
spectfully suggest for the consideration of the gene- 
ral assembly the propriety of taking from the levy 
courts and commissioners of the counties al] control 
over the direct tax laws; to organize a state tax 
court in each of the several counties, Howard dis- 
trict,and the city of Baltimore, the members of which, 
together with the assessors and collectors, to be ap- 
pointed by the executive, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate; such courts to be invested by 
the general assembly with all powers necessary to 
the proper administraton of the various tax laws that 
have been, or may hereafter be, enacted for the pur- 
pose of restoring and sustaining the credit of the 
state. The due enforcement of the direct tax laws 
shouid be a matter of state, and not of county con- 
cernment, and the state, and not the county authori- 
ties, should be clothed with the power of selecting 
agents, and charged with the attendant responsibili- 
ties. It is right in itself that this should be so; and 
it is actually necessary to prevent the negation of the 
enactments of the general assembly. Were the le- 
gislation on this subject perfected, the treasurer is 
under the impression that the direct tax under the 
act, ch. 23 of March session 1841, and its supple- 
ments, might be safely relied upon to produce annu- 
ally $400,000,—not that the tax of any one year 
would yield this sum; but the collections of the ar- 
rears of previous years, with the collections of the cur- 
rent year, would do so. For instance, of the taxes 
of 1843, only $40,622 13, (received from Baltimore 
city) have been paid: but the taxes of 1842, payable 
in 1843, with the arrears of 1841 have produced up 
to the Ist instant $326.610 18, making with the $40,- 
622 14, above mentioned, the aggregate of §367,- 
232 51, and this too when three of the counties have 
up to this time paid not a dollar of the tax for 1841, 
and five of them, not a dollar of the tax of for 1842, 
and several others next to nothing, owing to the de- 
fect in the laws upon this subject. Had these delin- 
quents paid, as other counties have, the receipts 
for the year would have overrun the sum of $400,- 
000. 

It is believed that the Tide Water Canal Company 
is fully able to pay, if not the entire, the larger part 
of the interest due on the state’s loan to it of $1,000,- 
000. From a report published in the course of the 
year, and dated May 8th, 1843, it appears that the 
gross receipts of the canal were $66,535 38, and that 
the actual expenses of keeping it in repair and ope- 
ration, including all wages and salaries, amounted to 
but $23,458 19, adding to which an item called ‘in. 
cidental expenses,” including damages, taxes, &c., 
$3,474 92, making in all $26,933 11, and deducting 
this irom the gross receipts, there remains the sum of 
$39,652 27, which for anything that the report shews 
to the gontrary ought to have been paid to the state 
as the first mortgagee entitled thereto. There can 
be little doubt that the receipts from this work must 
annually increase, without a corresponding increase 
of expenditure; and that under a proper management, 
the state ought to receive therefrom the $55,000, 
which it is bound annually to pay on account of the 
loan aforesaid, as a part of the publie debt of Mary- 
land. 

Should the Chesapeake and Ohio canal be finished 
and pay interest on its cost, the existing taxes of the 
state would become, to a great extent, unnecessary. 
But this can hardly be expected, at al] events, for a 
long time to come. But siould it pay the interest 
on one-third of its cost only, the aid which this would 
afford to the state would be so great as to make it the 
interest of all that the canal should be completed as 
early as practicable. That the stale cangrant further 
direct aid to it, in her present condition, can hardly 
be expected by any one. She may, however, by 
waiving, on proper conditions, her existing liens in 
favor of persons willing to advance the funds, ensure, 
it is said, its completion within a reasonable time.— 
At present the liens are worthless. The completion 
of the canal.can alone give them the least value. 

Asa part of uny system, that may be adopted in 
reference to the indebtedness of the state, it would 
seem, as a matter of course, that ihe taxes should be 
made payable as formerly in money. Nor would 
this create more than a nominal change, in the event 
of its becoming apparent that the regular payments 
of interest on the state debt would be resumed.— 
Coupons and interest cirtificates offer facilities in the 
payment of laxes, exactly in proportion as the state’s 
faith is in discredit: because, if the state paid the 
quarterly interest on her debt punctually, coupons 
would be at par, and the coupon law would bea 
nullity. Buieven if some time elapsed before the 
regular payment of interest was resumed, during 
which coupons remained depreciated, the restoration 
of state credit would require that the interest be 





paid in money, otherwise it would be impossible to 
say when the treasury would be in funds to pay a 
dividend. It is true, that thus far, though to a very 
small extent, the coupon law has:kept down the ar- 
rears of taxes, yet the payments which it effects are 
far less efficient for the restoration of public credit, 
than the payment of the same amount would be, 
either in full, or on account of a quarter’s interest 
at the counter of the loan office. 

The efficiency of any plan providing for a sale of 
the state’s interest in the public works, for the pur- 
pose of discharging or reducing the public debt of the 
state, by receiving the bonds of the state in pay- 
ment, must depend upon the opinion entertained of 
the ultimate ability of the state to meet its engage- 
ments in the form in which they were contracted.— 
To tender the works to the creditors in payment of 
their claims in full, would be a declaration of utter 
bankruptcy. To offer to sel] the works for bonds, 
and so to pay a part of the debt, the remainder to 
be paid in money, would amount to nothing: for each 
bondholder would prefer paying according to the 
terms of the contract, to becoming a stockholder in 
a canal orrailroad which they never would have 
subscribed to in the first instance. Besides which, 
and independent of any consideration as to the effi- 
ciency of such a Jaw, the great object should be to 
meet the engagements of the state precisely as they 
were contracted. 

[The report here gives, in extenso, the various 
items of receipts and expenditures, estimates for the 
current fiscal year, &c., &c., which gives the follow- 
ing aggregates, viz: 

That in the year ending Ist of Decem- 
ber, 1843, there was received into 
the treasury, ia cash, 

And in receipts of the commissioners 
of loans, for coupons and certifi- 


cates of interest 197,604 90 





Making together ; : 
And there remained in the treasury, 
on the Ist Decen.ber, 1842 


$680,428 81 





Making an aggregate of . ‘ 

Of the above amount of $684,428 81, 
the sum of $55,199 62 was for re- 
venue accrued before the year 1843 
—shewing the amount of revenue in 
1843, and received in that year, to 
be $625,130 65. 

Of the said aggregate, amounting to 

There was disbursed in that year 


$739,287 04 


665,969 94 








Leaving a balance in the treasury on 
Ist December, 1843, of 

Which balance is subject to charges, 
to above date, amounting to 


$73,317 10 


$1,202,265 83 





Shewing a deficiency,at the same date, 
of . ‘ ‘ 
He estimates the probable receipts 


$452,824 91 | 


i 
ne, 


stocks; but from their scarcity, and high character 
resulting from the punctuality with which the inter. 
est upon the.same has been uniformly paid, it has 
been found impossible. 

With the exceptton of $10,800 bank stock, the 


sinking fund is composed of stocks of the state. Its 
increase is dependent upon the payment of the inter. 
est on the public debt, aided by the amount of divi- 
dends that may be received on the above mentioned 
bank stocks, and all the revenues (except the nett 
tonnage) arising from the state’s Pratt street wharf 
in Baltimore. 


Under the provisions of the act, ch. 189 of 1842, 
directing the commissioner of loans to issue interest 
certificates tothe bond creditors of the state, the 
treasurer as trustee of the sinking fund did not con- 
sider himself empowered to sell the coupons on the 
bonds constituting '’ ¢ sinking fund, and with the pro- 
ceeds of their sale t purchase stocks. In his opinion, 
as well as that of those with whom consulted, it 
was not believed to be the intention of the general 
assembly to authorize competition between the state 
and its creditors in thecoupon market, inasmuch as 
such action could only be looked upon as that of a 
state trading to profit on its own insolvency. 


In conformity with ch. 239, of 1842, the register 
of the land office for the Western Shore, early in the 
spring removed the records and papers belonging to 
the late Eastern Shore treasury, and had the same 
deposited in this office. 

On an examination of the books it was discovered, 
that since the 4th of May, 1840, they had been incor- 
rectly and erroneously kept. Finding a large amount 
of balances standing against individuals, and appa- 
rently due the state, and ascertaining from the depu- 
ties of the attorney general} for that shore that no effort 
had been made by either of the two late treasurers 
to close the same by suit, it became absolutely ne- 
cessary, asa preparatory step to the adjustment of 





98,858 23 | 


! 


these accounts, to open a new set of books, com- 
mencing from the time of Mr. Lamden’s removal.— 
|This after much difficulty and great labor has been 
done; the original vouchers received from the late 
Eastern Shore treasury affording ample evidences of 
‘the correctness of the work. The accounts have all 
'been made out, placed in the hands of. the proper 
| officers, and the sum of $5,843 93 received thereon 
as mentioned in this report. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted, by 
‘their obedieht servant, 





8739,287 04 J. S. OWENS, Treasurer W. S. Md. 
139,234 


Srate pests. A letter was sent to the legislature 


iby the governor, on the Ist inst.. from a number of 
| the creditors of the state in Europe, Geneva, Switz- 
-erland, &c., in which they say, that ‘Trusting in the 
principles of morality which seemed to animate the 


people of the United States, recoilecting the honora- 


| ble manner in which the founders of thuse states had 
‘kept their engagements, under the most difficult cir- 
$1,129,308 73 | cumstances, we purchased those stocks as being solid 
in the current | investments of our funds, secure from the hazards to 


° . , ° al + - } ° ’ 
year, by virtue of existing laws, at $666,150 00,and | which the stocks of several European powers were 


the probable further demands at $910,079 S$2—ex- 

ceeding the probable receipts by $243,929 92, and 

increasing the deficit,to Ist December, 1844, to the 

amount of $1,373,238 65. 

Of the free schoois and sinking fund, 
he reports that on Ist December, 
1842, there remained to the credit 
of said funds, a balance of ° 

And there was received during the 





year ending Ist December, 1843, 85,171 76 
Making the aggregate sumof $122,130 72 
Whereof there was disbursed in the 

same time 96,114 75 





Leaving in the treasury, on Ist De- 
cember, 1843, tothe credit of said 
funds, the balance of » 

The treasurer then continues:] 

It will be perceived that the sinking fund has been 
but slightly increased during the past fiscal year.— 
The amount of cash standing to its credtt is with the 
exception of $2,521,* specifically appropriated to 
the redemption of the $48,000 5 per cent. stock, per 
ch 252 of 1826, and of the $30,000. 6 per cent. stock, 
per ch. 350 of 1835, issued on account of the state’s 
tobacco warehouses in Baltimore. Of these stocks 
$37,100 of the 5 per cents, and $17,493 83 of the 6 
per cents, have by the operation of this fund been 
redeemed. The balance of each, together amount- 
ing to $23,406 17 is principally held by a few indi- 
viduals who are indisposed to sell; or by persons re- 
siting in Europe. Every effort has been made to 
invest the cash here spoken of, as also that standing 
to the credit of the tobacco inspection fund in these 


$96,015 97 





“Invested a few days aiter the ciuse of Ue fiscal year. 





'exposed.” They, however, express the hope thatthe 
/honor of the states will yet be preserved, and assert 
‘that it is not in favor of fictitious capital, nor of im- 


prudent speculations, that they venture to solicit sup- 
port; but it is as bona fide creditors, who are daily 
injured by the suspensions of their revenues. 


A similar letter, from creditors of the state in 


$36,953 96 | London, also communicated by the governor, after 


reviewing the course of the legislature with respect 
to,the payment of the interest on the public debt, and 
giving some severe home thrustg at the temporising 
measures pursued, and the repudiation of some of 
the countries, they close with the following solid 
truths, which must be admitted, however unpleasant 
they may be in practical application. 

‘Public morality is as essential to governments as 
to individuals. We advance our claims upon the 
same immutable basis of truth and justice, as if the 
transactions had taken place in good faith and ho- 
nesty between private parties. Jf our case be not 
fairly dealt with, and if the honor and credit of the 
state be sacrificed to clamour and tothe misguided 
views of ambitious individuals for party purposes, 
great as will be our suffering, the misfortune in the 
sequel will the tenfold heavier upon the people of 
Maryland by the dissemination over the land of the 
blighting influence of dishonesty and dishoner. 
Then such prihciples and doctrines will quickly find 
their way into the transactions of private life to the 
total subversion and ruin of the foundations of the 
body politic, and of the firstelements of society.” 


Congressional districts. A bill has been reported 
from the committee in the house of delegates for 
dividing the state into six congressional districts. gt 

roposes that the election for representatives be held 





ou the J4ih February next. 
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VIRGINIA. 

‘THE ELECTIONEERING CAMPAIGN has commenced, 
and promises to bea warm one. The Van Buren 
state convention is summoned to assemble at Rich- 
mond on the Ist February, being an earlier day than 
was at first designated. 


NORTH CAROLINA, 

The locofocos of this state have nominated Mi- 
chael Hoke,(Calhoun) of Mecklenburg, for governor, 
Louis D. Henry; (Van Buren) and Charles J. Fish- 
er, (Calhoun) for senatorial delegates to Baltimore. 
Each congressional district is to elect one delegate in 
addition. 


od 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
The legislature of South Carolina adjourned on 
Tuesday week last, after a short session of twenty 
days, in which they passed 39 acts. 


@ 





ALABAMA. 
Hon. Henry Gorpruwaire, of Mobile, has been 
re-elected judge of the Supreme Court of Alabama, 
which appointment he resigned in July last. 





GTORGIA. 











RECAPITULATION. . 

Dsts. Fed Population. Crawford. Cooper. Majorities. 
1, 69,517 3,885 3,077 803 whig. 
2, 74,506 5,216 5,210 6 whig. 
3, 75,529 5,149 4,150 999 whig. 
4, 71.031 5,258 4,727 531 whig. 
5, 70,176 5,567 6,349 782 loco. 
6, 72,400 4,683 5,533 850 loco. 
7; 68,725 4,507 3,003 1,504 whig. 
8, 72,798 4,467 2,975 1,492 whig. 
Total, 574,683 38,732 35,024 


THE LEGISLATURE adjourned on the 25th ult., 
having passed 124 laws, amongst the most impor- 
tant of which was one for districting the state for 
the election of representatives to congress; another 
districting it for the election of state senators. The 
number of senators is reduced from 93 to 47; Cha- 
tham coosing one as formerly, and two of the re- 
maining counties being united to form a district, in- 
stead of having a senator each, as heretofore. As, 
arranged, the districts would have chosen 26 whig 
to 21 Van Buren senators in 1840, with a whig ma- 
jority of 4,057, and 26 Van Buren to 21 whig sena- 
tors in 1841, with a Van Buren majority of 4,133. 





MISSISSIPPI. 
1841. ELEecTionRetTuRNs. 1843. 
Tucker. Shatt’k. Brown. Clayton. Wil’ms. 
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ILUFWOIS. 
Wute Convention. Delegates from the several 


counties of the state assembled at Springfield on the 
11tlt instant, for the purpose of nominating candi- 
dates for electors of president and vice president of 
the United States, and such other business as inte- 
rested the party. There appears to have been a full 
attendance. 


Arcnuipatp Wixtiams, Esq. presided, Joseph Gil- 
lespie, E. H. Gatewood, L. B. Knowlton, vice presi- 
dents, B. Bond and J. M. Ruggles, secretaries. 

M. Y. Johnson from the committee appointed on 
addresses and resolutions, reported a spirited ap- 
press, explanatory of whig principles and prospects 
and concluding, that 

“Such men, inspired by such feelings—kindled by 
such associations—with the generous friend—the 
eifted orator—the enlightened statesman—the pure 
patriot—the friend of liberty in every clime—HEN- 
RY CLAY, of Kentucky, at their head—imust ana 
will triumph.” 

Which, on being read, an animated discussion 
sprung up, in which Messrs. Linder, Davis, of Bond, 
Baker, of Randolph, took part—after which the same 
was unanimously adopted by the convention. Mr. 
M. Y. Johnson, from the same committee, reported 
for adoption by the convention, the resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That we view with abhorence and 
contempt the course pursued by the “accidental” 























The following is the final arrangement of congress- Adams, 334 764 341 379 81 | president of the U. States, in abandoning all those 
: Pee Og ge, HIRE Haggis ; ‘my, | Amite, 250 453 293 193 34! cherished measures advocated by the whig party—in 
jonal districts in Georgia, as the bill passed. The pot party 
} o7 ro oF é Attala, 337 185 434 91 4 | betraying his countrymen, and proving false to those 
yote in the house was 127 to 58. The vote for Boliv OF 57 «143 99 pee 
Crawford indicates the whig strength at the last elec- Ca a eni 612 539 671 35 that confided in his. ; ‘ 
tion: that for Cooper the loco. Jarroll, 01 2 oS Oil 2 2. Resolved, That as whigs, we will never give up 
; Chickasaw, 304 144 423 308 89 | the ship—that the treacherous conduct of John Tyler, 
FIRST DISTRICT. FIFTH DISTRICT. Choctaw, 487 369 469 399 44 | admonishes us in future not to trust the interests of 
} : = y ee span oa rr “ : the country to any but tried and faithful servants. 
3 s S = = | Clarke, 25 ) 62 3. Resolved, That we believe the tariff policy for 
noes Cae 3 Saag S  §|Copiah, 494 483-729 255 1 Trevenué, with discrimination in favok of CaF Waanil- 
OS o oO © {Covington, 244 83 222 95 17 | factures for incidental protection, to be the only 
Applington, 133 95 | Cass, 657 836 | Cuahoma, 83 119119 138 true policy to advance the interest of our common 
Bryan, 94 77 | Chattooga, 317 262 | DeSoto, 414 412 577 559 10 | country. 
Bulloch, 25 296 | Cherokee, 691 521)Franklin, 222 184 = 210 154 14) 4. Resolved, That one of the principal objects of 
Camden, 94 232 Cobb, 618 670 | Green, 113 62 137 43 ithe formation of our federal constitution was the es- 
Chatham, 733 672 | Dade, 43 207\Hancock, 101 104 237 69 tablishment of a sound and uniform currency—that 
Effingham, 162 82 DeKalb, S77 648 | Harrison, 157 35 8134 48 it is the duty of congress and not of the individual 
Emanuel, 133 60 | Floyd, 392 348 | Hinds, 694 1,059 781 939 40 | states, to provide for the country an institution that 
Glynn, 108 39 | Forsyth, 396 600 | Holmes, 426 469 479 558 17 will regulate the exchanges, and provide that unifor- 
Laurens, 547-21 | Gilmer, 267 345|Itawamba, 552 220 634 334 114 mity in the currency so necessary for the prosperity 
Liberty, 123 92 | Gwinnett, 709 604/Jackson, 153 2 153 25 ‘of the people. 
Lowndes, 312 317 | Murray, 337 495 | Jasper, 296 19t- 337 214 3 | 5. Resolved, That the experience of the past has 
McIntosh, 129 129 | Paulding, 224 312\Jefferson, 198 383 217 283 51 | clearly developed that an exclusive metallic curren- 
Montgomery, 200 15 | Walker, 429 501 | Jones, 121 300 121 30 /ey cannot co-exist with a sound and enlightened spirit 
Tatnall, 207 26 ; Kemper, 476 232 443 279 23 | of individual and national enterprize—that commerce, 
Telfair, 162 19] Total, 0,967 6,349 | Lafayette, 473 376-261 501 6 | agriculture, manufactures, and the mechanic arts, de- 
Twiggs, » 354 424 SIXTH DISTRICT. Lauderdale, 517 160 = 538 206 33 mand for the advancement of their best interests a 
Ware, 175 194 | Clarke, 909 318} Lawrence, 513 64 9548 75 6 | sound, uniform and mixed currency. 
Wayne, 39 118 | Elbert, 8283 165 | Leake, 136 128 «171 165 3| 6. Resolved, That the distribution of the proceeds 
nga t egy Franklin, 323 884] Lowndes, 736 497 ~=6©658 637 31 lof the public land, is a measure of incaiculable ad- 
Total, 3,885 3,077 | Habersham, 402 658] Madison, 381 551-3380 580 7 | vantage to the west—thereby enabling the new states 
seconp pistricT. _| Hall, 450 499) Marion, 181 85 =. 201 45 6 | to receive back a portion of the money drained from 
Baker, 206 337 | Jackson, 426 563} Marshall, 941 894 942 935 12 them, through the land office. 
Decatur, 345 244 | Lumpkin, 626 891) Monroe, 591 397 8597 457 57| 7. Resolved, That in the person of HENRY CLAY, 
Dooly, 278 499 | Madison, 340 308) Neshoba, 188 105 170 127 10 of Kentucky, we recognise the defender of whig 
Early, 110 208 Rabun, 83 224)! Newton, 29 113. 298 120 | principles, the patriot and statesman, the friend of 
Irwin, 31 277 Union, 241 400 | Noxubee, 333 489 382 483 35 | liberty in every land, the accomplished orator, and 
Lee, 256 170 | Walton, 455 622|Octibbeha, 240 173-212 255 8 | indefatigable advocate of the rights of man. 
Macon, 347 955 mene | Parry, 50 102. 103 107 ~~ 3{ 8. Resolved. That in the person of Honest JOHN 
Marion, 425 349 Total, 4,683 5.533 | Pike, 341 250 345 173 8 DAVIS, of Massachusetts, we acknowledge ability 
Muscogee, 908 932 SEVENTH DISTRICT. | Panola, 280) 318 329 423 10 and fidelity, and would willingly support him or any 
Pulaski, 233 319 Baldwin, 360 309 | Pontotoe, 348 279 8424 284 168 | other tried whig as vice president with Henry Cray, 
Randolph, 494 513 | Butts, 253 371) Rankin, 287 313361 30] 3 | should he be the nominee of the Baltimore Conven- 
Stewart, 712 639 Greene, 719 122) Scott, 156 Si | 698 73 | tion. 
Sumier, 459 397 Jasper, 452 503 Simpson, 269 99 291 100 1} 9. Resolved, That with HENRY CLAY, our can- 
Thomas, 357 166 | Jones, 425 404) Smith 173 89 258 64 3 didate for president, and any tried true whig for 
—— | Morgen, 414 349) Tallahatchie, 173 193 173 208 1 | vice president—we mutually pledge ourselves to use 
Total, 5,216 5,210 | Oglethrope, 602 178) Tippah, 915 604 1,016 654 35 all honorable means to carry the state in the contest 
THIRD DISTRICT. Putnam, 418 317) Tishamingo, 638 292 773 379 73 \of 1844. 
Bibb, 592 6099 | Paliaierro, 404 60 | Tunica, 27 39 34 51 | 10. Resolved, That we know of no whig that stood 
Crawford, 403 410 Wilkinson, 459 390) Warren, 461 792 496 751 19 | shoulder to shoulder with us, in the glorious struggle 
Harris, 135 343 -~—|Washington, 99 149 87 155 5| of 1840, in the support of men and measures, that 
Houston, 575 563 Total 4,507 3,003 | Wilkinson, 97 607 79 477 168 | will prove recreant to his trust in 1844. 
Monroe, 745 690 EIGHTH DISTRICT. Winston, 368 231 394 270 5| 11. Resolved, That we have entire confidence that 
Pike, 598 562 | Burke, | 514 338 | Wayne, 82 61 70 80 | the National Whig Convention to meet in Baltimore 
Talbot, 864 791 Columbia, 336 172) Yallobusha, 662 616 701 580 ‘in May, next, will select suitable persons as candi- 
Upson, 637 382 | Hancock, 412 272} Yazoo, 409 499 377 471 10 dates for the offices of president and vice president of 
‘ Jefferson, 404 90 the United States, and we mutually pledge ourselves 
Total, 5,149 4.150 Lincola, 287 181 Total 19,059 16,773 21,052 17,442 1,335 to support such nominees. 
FOURTH DISTRICT. Richmond, 766 544 AGGREGATE VOTE. Which were unanimously adopted—as was also 
Campbell, 253 469 | Scriven, 228 195 Secretary of state. Hemmingway, 20,425 tho following: 
Carroll, 404 516 | Warren, 547 323 Galloway, 18,300 Resolved, That justice to all men, and inviolabili- 
Coweta, 741 637 Washington, 556 5)2 Auditor. Matthews, 20,185 |ty of public faith, are cardinal principles of the 
Fayette, 3283 472 | Wilkes, 417 348 Johnson, 17 883 |whig party, and this convention in the name of the 
Heard, 300 353 aa Treasurer. Clark, 20,664 | whig party of this state, repudiate the doctrine of 
Henry, 778 769 Total 4,467 2,975 Hardeman, 17,674 | repudiation. 
Meriwether, 725 697 Members of Congress. Which resolution was enthusiastically received, 
Newton, 785 414 [On an even party vote | Thompson 21,185 Howard, 16,838 | and unanimously adopted. 
Troup, $44 394 | in the state, four districts | Hammett, 20,247 Dunbar, 16,289! On motion of T. M. Kilpatrick, it was, 
— —— | would be whig and four | Roberts, 19,800 Gilmer, 15,699 | Resolved, That all the whig young men of the sta‘e 
Total, 5,238 4,727 | loco.] Tucker, 17,295 Kendall, 15,090 | be appointed as a delegation to attend the Yourg 
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Men’s National Convention to meet in the city of 
Baitimore, to confirm the nomination of the Whig 
National Convention. 

A system of organization was then adopted, and 
the various nominations made. 


BIISSOURI. ‘ 


Penitentiary. The Jefferson Inquirer says: This 
institution has, within the past week, undergone a 
change in its proprietors and conductors. Mr. Rich- 
mond, one of the former lessees, has sold his inter- 
est, or lease, to Gen. T. L. Price of this city, and 
Blane, Tomkins,and Barret, of St. Louis, and the in- 
stitution will now be conducted under the firm of 
Brown, Price & Co. We understand the proprietors 
have procured the services of Mr. McChesney, who 
takes charge, in general, of the discipline and man- 
agement of the convicts. Mr. McChesney has, we 
Jearn, had many years experience as superintendent 
of the Kentucky and Indiana penitentiaries, and en- 
ters upon his duties well recommended as a gentle- 
man and a man qualified for that station. 








ARKANSAS. 

Nomination. The Van Buren conventionof Ar- 
kansas have nominated Elias N. Conway for govern- 
or, and Daniel J. Chapman for representative in con- 
gress. 


WISCONSIN. 
THE LEGISLATURE met on the 4th inst. The gov- 
ernor’s message was received, afier which the death 
of the late senator Linn was announced, and the ad- 


journment took place. On the next day M. M. | 


Strong was elected president, and B. C. Fasiman, 
secretary uf the council. 


Governor Doty in his message to the legislature, 
recommends the passage of a law appointing a day 
for the inhabitants to vote on the question, whether 
to take rank amongst the states of the union now. 





IOWA. 

THE LEGISLATURE met at Jowa City on the 4th ult: 
Mr. Springer was elected president pro tem of the 
senate; James P. Carleton, speaker of the house. 
Both Van Buren. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 





—_ 


REVOLUTIONARY WORTHIES. 
Simeon Griswotp, Esq., we learn from the Troy 


Whig, departed this life, at Nassau, on the 7th inst., amalgam of zine plunging in acidulated water. Two. 


aged 90 years and 7 months. 

‘We have thus lost one more of those good old 
men and true, whose young days were spent in strug- 
gling for liberty in thought and action, in the land of 
their birth. Mr. Griswold was born in May, 1753, 


at Bolton, in the county of Hartford, (now Tolland,) | than half a dozen of the gas burners now used tu | 


Conn. The news of the Battle of Lexington induc- 
ed him to repair to Boston, to volunteer in his coun- 


SUBMARINE TELESCOPE. 
- This is the age of improvements if not inventions, 
and we find a great deal said of Mrs. Sarah P. Ma- 
thews’ newly invented submarine telescope, the in- 
terest of which is not diminished from the invention 
being credited to a fair countrywoman of Brooklyn. 
Experimenting with this telescope, ‘tit was shown 
that by means of an ordinary camphene lamp, placed 
ina glass globe sunk in the water, sufficient light 
vould be given to enable a person standing on the 
deck of a ship, to examine distinctly every portion 
of the ship’s hull even to the smallest nails used in 
fastening the coppering. Thus a ship at her moor- 
ings may undergo as thorough an examination as 
though she were hauled up into a dry dock (of course 
at an immense saving of time and expense,) and in 
case of a leakage, or other damage to a vessel while 
/at sea, the officer standing on deck can at a glance 
|satisfy himself of the precise nature and extent of 
the difficulty. It will thus be seen how often, by 
timely warning and repair, and that often too, under 
circumstances where there would be no other possi- 





| ble means of ascertaining the facts, many a noble 
ship, with the lives of those on board of them, might 
have been preserved from the destruction that other- 
wise awaited them. But the powers of this instru- 
| ment may be easily increased so as to produce much | 

more wonderful results. By the application of the | 
Drummond Light to the apparatus, even in water as 
‘turbid as that of the Mississippi river, the vision 
_may be thrown at Jeast to the depth of 250 feet, 
lighting up a surface of 5°0 square feet, and in clear | 
water increasing the hundreds to thousands, bringing | 
the smallest object within its range distinctly before 








ithe eye.” A report has been made to the navy de-| 
partment, speaking in the highest terms of the ad- | 
|mirable qualities of this instrument, and recommen- | 
ding that an appropriation be made for further ex-| 
periments, and to bring it into practical use. | 


! 
| 


| GALVANIC LIGHT, | 


| Is about to supercede gas lights at Paris, as being | 
|much cheaper, more agreeable, and beyond compari- | 
‘son more brilliant. The process for generating it is | 
less expensive, less dangerous, and more simple, and | 
is thus describe by the Presse. 

“The apparatus consists of a voltaic pile of 200 
‘pairs, each composed as follows. Ist an external 
vase ofglass; 2d, in this vase 1s a cylinder of charcoal 
_open at both ends,and plunging in nitric acid; 3d, in 
the cylinder of charcoal there is a porous porcelain 
‘vase containing acidulated water, (with sulphuric 
acid;) 4th, in the porcelain vase is a cylinder of 





‘copper conductors lead from the two poles of the 
pile, and are pointed with charcoal. These enter 
a glass globe from which the air has been exhausted 
and the two currents meeting these produce the light) 
| This globe is represented as affording more light 


Igint that city. 
| A letter from Paris, dated October 21, gives the | 


would be under the control of competent persons: 
and even in this respect, there would be no danger. 
even to unskilful persons, with an apparatus of mo. 
derate size. Internal lighting would be. as pract). 
cable as external lighting, for by the conductors, the 
fluid would be conveyed. to every part of the house. 
The experiment performed last night was with a 
voltaic battery of two hundred pairs, composed as 
follows: Ist,an outer globe of glass; Qdly, in this 
globe a cylinder of charcoal, open at both ends, and 
plunged in the nitric acid contained in the outer 
globe; 3dly, in the cylinder of charcoal a porous 
porcelain vase, containing acidulated water (with 
sulphuric acid.) This replaces the cloth in the com- 
mon battery; 4thly, in the porcelain vase a cylinder 
of amalgam of zine plunged in acidulated water, 
The pile was on the Pavillion de Lille, the two cop- 
per conductors from the two poles, and pointed with 
charcoal, lead to an empty globe from which the 
air has been exhausted. The two fluids on meeting 
produce a soft, but most intense light. I understand 
the experiment was considered highly suecessful by 
the authorities who were present and that it is to be 
repeated on a larger scale. Should the thing work 
as well in a general way as it did last night, and the 
cost be less than that of gas, which it must be, there 
willbe a dreadful revolution in gasworks. I have 
heard it asserted by persons who are acquainted with 
M. Archereau, the gentleman who performed the ex- 
periment last night, that a company for the supply 
of the electric light would realize a handsome pro- 
fit on charging only a sixth of what is now paid for 
gas. The strength of the electric light did not ap- 
pear to me to exceed that of the hydro-oxygen; but 
itis much more simple in the apparatus required, 
and much less costly in the expense of the produc- 
tion. The hydro-oxygen light requires a double and 
most expensive apparatus, and is only applicable toa 
few localities, the electric light may be applied ex- 
ternally and internally in any place. 





POLITICAL. 
PRESIDENTIAL. 
The Madisonian says:—‘*The foul abuse the whig 
resses have empited from their overflowing urns 
must sink into insignificance when © compared 
with the ingratitude, injustice, deep and deliberate 
wrongs, inflicted upon the president by the special 
organs of Mr. Van Buren.” 

The Richmond Enquirer says;—‘‘The Madisonian 
avers, that it willletthe ship sink, sooner than re- 
cognize Mr. Van Buren as its pilot. We shall not 
repeat our protest against /hat impassioned sentiment. 
It deciares, that “if our honest captain had been per- 
mitted to take the helm, instead uf being ‘repelled’ 
by the ringleaders, the ship would have been safe ” 
We shall not stop to enquire, what chance Mr. Tyler 
had of being selected captain, or whether he could 
have brought the vessel into port. But, we must 


| state a report which is now afloat, that Mr. Tyler is 


about to change his flag, and shift his vessel, and go 


try’s service. On the evacuation of that place he | following account of the first public trial of an ex- over to the Clay bark. We can tell the Madisonian, 
returned to his home. The ensuing spring he joined periment which has been more than four years in| that incredible as such a rumor is, it is getting into 
the command of Col. Ward, of New Haven, as quar- | preparation, for fixing, at a given point, the elec-| circulation among the whigs. It is exciting some 
termaster—was with the army at New York when tric fluid, and making it applicable to the purpose of | suspicions among the most credulous of the Van Bu- 
it was taken possession of by the British troops— lighting the streets and private houses. On one of| ren party. We ask the Madisonian to come forward 
crossed the river when Washington retired with the | the bases of the statues called the Pavillion de Lille, | frankly, fearlessly, and authoritatively, to contradict it. 
army into New Jersey—braved the elements, and | on the Piace de Ja Concorde, a glass globe of appa- | We do not ask it for ourselves, but for the sake of 
buffeted the ice recrossing the Delaware, to capture |rently twelve or thirteen inches diameter, with a| Mr. Tyler himself—for the sake of all that 1s digni- 
the Hessians at Trenton—and participated in that moveable reflector, was fixed in connection with a! fied in public life—and for the sake of public morals. 
most skilful military manceuvre of the revolutionary | voltaic battery; and a little before nine o’clock the | . . - Z 7 . 
war, the surprise and victory of Princeton. While electric fluid was thrown into it by aconductor. At ‘‘We do not speak slightly, when we say, that one of 
the army was in quarters at Morristown, Mr. Gris-| this time all the gas hghts of the Place, about one Mr. Tyler’s own friends has lent some countenance 
wold returned tohis home, from the comforts of | hundred in number, were burning. As soon as the totherumor. We call, therefore, upon the Madiso- 
which he was soon called to go against Burgoyne. electric light appeared, the nearest gas lights had the nian to come forward at once, and nail the base cola 
During the operations against that general, he was same dull, thick, and heavy appearance, as oillamps| to the counter.” 
attached re the nan or - yg and was have by the side of gas. Soon afterwards the gas * PEERS EE EERE EY SSE NES SERIES TS 
resent at the memorable battle of the 19th of Sep- lights were extinguished, and the electric light AN CC r 1p 1¥ : 
Seater: After the surrender of Burgoyne, he had a senae forth in all its brilliancy. Within one hun-| —— Banh wale isha a vase. PALATE 
returned to hishome. A few years subsequently, dred yardsof the light, it was easy toread the ‘The oration of tne Hon. Rurus Cuoare, U.S. 
he removed to Pittsfield, which place he represented smallest print; it was in factas lightas day. The senator of Massachusetts, at the recent celebration 
in the Massachusetts legislature for several years. | astonishment of the assembled multitude was very | at the Tabernacle in New York of the anniversary of 
Asa soldier of the revolution, few saw harder ser- great, and their delight as strong as their astonish-| the landing of the pilgrims, by the New England so- 
vice—as a citizen, he was always held in the highest ment. The estimate made by scientific personswho ciety, is highly commended in the New York jour- 
esteem. Whether as soldier or citizen, his various were present, was, that the electric Jight was equal nals. It is to be published forthwith, from the spea- 
duties were ever discharged with honor to himself to twenty of the gas lamps, and consequently, that| ker’s own notes. The New York Express has a re- 
and benefit to his country. From Pittsfield he re- five of these lights would suffice to light the whole port of the oration, from which we make the following 
moved to Nassau, where he continued to reside until Place most brilliantly. Asregards the expense of extract, respecting the trials encountered and over- 
now, when we are called tothe melancholy duty of production, nothing positive has transpired, but [ come by the pilgrims on the shores of the New World: 
announcing his death. think | may safely assume that it would be conside-| ‘The first generation of the pilgrims arrived in 1620, 
We may not mournthe departure of such men; rably jess than that of the generation of gas, whilst I suppose that within forty years more, that genera- 
for spared long beyond the period allotted to man, the first outlay for machinery and conductors would tion had wholly passed away. Certainly its term of 
their last years could not but be those of greatand not amount tothe twentieth part of that required active labor and responsible care had been accom- 
graceful enjoyment—they planted in youth seeds of for gas works. There would also be another great plished. Looking to its actual achievement, our first, 
virtue and “good to all men,” and lived to than; advantage in the electric light. It gives out no bad perhaps our final impulse is, not to pity, but to con- 
God that wonderful is the increase thereof. Peac smell; it emits none of those elements which, in the gratulate these ancient dead on the felicity and the 
be to their ashes, and future happiness their reward burning of gas, are injurious to health, and expio- glory of their lot on earth. 
for their days were many, and all good; and we sion would be impcssible. The only dangerthat But we should miss the grandest and most salutary 
their ch Idren, are now enjoying the fruits of them.” could arise would be at the battery itself, but that lesson of our heroic age; we should miss the best 
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roof and illustration of the heroical ingredient | should not wonder if this story had no foundation at 
which we seek, if we should permit the wisdom and | all, but some spice of jealousy toward this great city 
energy with which that generation acted to hide from | and this great state. And if there wasa little envy 
our view the intensity and dignity with which it suf- | at the bottom would’nt it be the most excusable thing 
fered. It was, therefore, that I was about to distin- | in the world? When the Pilgrims landed at Piy- 
ish this enterprise, in the second place, by certain | mouth there were about three hundred and twenty- 
cuharities of its trial. five of these generous Hollanders. patient and indus- 
The general fact and the wonderful details of that | trious, settled on this island of Manhattan, and be- 
extremity of suffering which marked the first few | sides them there was not within your imperial limits 
ears from their arrival you all know. It was not|a single spot or memorial of European civilization. 
that I designed to repeat. We have heard from our | And now see—see the city of New York, the capital 
mothers’ lips that although no man or woman, or | ofa state containing more than two millions of in- 
child perished by the arrow or tomahawk, mightier | habitants—hersell a population of upward of 300,000 
enemies encompassed them about at the very water’s | —importing for mure than ten millions of people—a 
edge. Of the whole number of a hundred who Iand- | harbor in which all the naval, warlike, and all the 
ed, one-half landed to die within a year; very nearly | mercantile navies in the world might float together 
all of them in the first three months; to die of disease |at any time—and a river that might bring down a 
brought on by the privation and confinement of the | succession of freights that would sink every single 
voyage, by wading to the shore, by insufficient and | ship that might be floated in your harbor. 
unfit food, and dress and habitation; brought on thus,| Thus stands she to-day, with one hand grasping the 
but rendered violent by the want of that indispensa- | harvests of the teeming west, and with the other, like 
ble and easy provision, which Christianity, which ci- | Venice, espousing the everlasting sea. (Tremendous 
vilization every where makes for all their sick. Once, | applause.) See her better than this, the home and 
geven only were left with health ana strength to at-| patron queen of art and literature and genius—re- 
tend on others. There and thus they died. ‘Ina! imembering wisely, and always, that there is a better 
battle,” said the admirable Robinson writing from | and more durable glory than even that which gilds 
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empire from another, under a proposition of repeal, 
there are others who propose a continuance of that 
relation under a federated system—and wirat is that? 
No more and no less than an approximation to that 
system under which we live—which for local muni- 
cipal purposes shall have a local legislation, and 
for general purposes a general government!—(Ap- 
plause. ) 

This becomes the more important when we recol- 
lect that the United States are spread over so many 
degrees of latitude—are subject to such a variety of 
climate—and that necessarily great diversity of rela- 
tions must subsist between its inhabitants. Let me 
ask whether the legislature of New York could 
wisely pass laws for the government of Louisiana or 
whether the government of Louisiana could wisely 
pass laws for Pennsylvania or New York? Every 
body will say “No.” And yet the interests of New 
York, and Pennsylvania, and Louisiana, in whatever 
concerns their relations between themselves, and 
their general relations with all the states of the world, 
are found to be perfectly well provided for, and per- 


| fectly congrnously adjusted, if I may say so, by com- 


mitting to one government the result of the general 
relations among them. (Cheers.) 


I confess, gentlemen, that having been in my hum- 





Leyden to the survivors, in the June after they land. | and beams from the throne of the whole mere com- 
ed,—‘‘in a battle, it is not looked for, but. that divers | mercial world—mindful, wisely, that the means of 
should die; it is thought well for a side, if it get the | material greatness, though a great thing, if not every 
victory, though with the loss of divers, if not too|thing—mindful of that glorious sentiment of the 
many or too great.” But how sore a mortality in | poet— 
less than a year, almost within a three months of that | “*Winds blow and waters roll, 
time, of fifty in one hundred. Strength to the brave, and power and heauty, 

In a late undesigned visit to Plymouth, I sought Yet in themselves are nothing—our dec e>, 
the spot where these earlier dead were buried. It Spoke laws to them, said by the soul alone— 
was ona bank, you remember, somewhat elevated By the soul—by the soul shall we ever, 
below the town and between it and the water, near | Be great and tree.’ 
and luoking forth upon the waves, symbol of what | (Great applause. ) 





lite had been to them; ascending inland behind and | Meditating on these things, Mr. President, I think 
above the rock, a symbol of that rock of ages, on | 2 little envy might have been excused to ys, and yet 
which the dying had rested in the final hour. As the I assure you that when we contemplate it all, such a 
pilgrim found these localities, you might stand on | sentiment is swallowed up in a sentiment infinitely 
that bank and hear the restless wa‘ers chafe and melt | more noble— 
against its standfast base; the unquiet of the world | “Non equidem invideo—miror magis.” (Cheers.) 
composed itself at the portals of the grave. On that) But now, as I see agreat speech in a capacious heart 
spot have laid to rest together, the earth carefully | and eye, interrupting me and soliciling your aiten- 
smoothed down that the Indians might not count the | tion, as touching this matter of the Dutch having 
number, the true, the pious, the beautiful, and the | bribed the captain, of which I believe not a word, 
brave, ull the heavens be no more. ‘There certainly | jet me say that you have got no great advantage over 
was buried the first governor, ‘‘with three volleys of | ys after ‘ail. (Laughter and cheers.) Sir, I offer 
shot fired over him;” and there was buried Rose, the “you this sentiment: — 
wife of Miles Standish. ‘You will go to them,” |” «New York, the City and State; not given to the 
wrote Robinson in the same letter from which [have | Pijgrims of the first generation to settle, she has be- 
read, ‘‘but they shall not return to you.” come in another sense the endeared possession of 
When this sharpcalamity had abated, came famine. | their descendants forever, by affording to so many of 
“[ have seen,” said Edward Winslow, quoted by Mr. | them a happy and honored home—to so many the 
Bancroft, “strong men staggering through faintness | means of princely wealth—to so many a theatre of 


for want of food, ‘and after this, and during all this, | genius—and to all some causes of patriotic pride in | 


and for years, there brooded in every mind not aj the commercial and Itterary glory of a common coun- 
weak fear, but an intelligent apprehension that at | try.” 

any instant,—at midnight, at noon day, atthe mar-| The Hon. Daxter Wesster, in answer to a com- 
riage, the baptism, or the burial of the dead, a foe; plimentary toast, also made a speech which was re- 
more cruel than the grave might biast in an hour that lceived with repeated applauses. We quote from it 
which disease and want had so hardly spared. ‘the following passages: 

How they endured all this you have also heard. | “In a sense of deep conviction, { say that the emer- 
Let one fact suffice. When, in April, the May | gence of this country from British dominion, and its 
Flower sailed for England, not one pilgrim returned | union under the present form of government, beneath 
in her! the general constitution of the country, constitutes, 1 


On the evening of the same day, the society sat | will not say one of the most fortunate, but the most 


cown to an elegant dinner at the Astor house. The | admirable, the most felicitous occurrences that have 
Hon. Moses H. Grinnell presided, supported by | failen to the lot of man. (Cheers.) 
Thomas Fessenden, George Griswold, Simson Dra- 
per, jr. and others as vice presidents, while among | things which in other regions philosophy has dreamed 
the guests beside the orator of the day, were the Hon. | of, and theory has proposed, and speculation has sug- 
Daniel Webster, Hon. George Evans, the mayor of | gested, but which man has never been able to accom- 
the city, Fitz Greene Halleck, and the presidents of | plish. 1 mean the government of a great nation, over 
the sister societies. A large number of ladies graced |a vastly extended portion of the regions of the earth, 
the festival—by their attendance. | by means of Joca! institutions for local purposes, and 
In the course of the regular toasts the president | general institutions for general purposes. | know not 
proposed the following one: in the history of the world, notwithstanding the great 


ible career in public life—now closed altogether— 
when employed in any portion of public service con- 
nected with the general government, 1 have contem- 
plated, as the great object of every proceeding, not 
only the particular object of the moment, or the exi- 
gency of the occasion, but the preservation of this 
system—for I do consider it is so much the result of 
circumstances, and so much of it is due to the fortu- 
nate concurrences, as well as to the sagacity, of the 
great men acting upon those occasions, that it is an 
experiment of such remarkable and renowned suc- 
cess, that he isa fool and a madman who would wish 
‘to try that experiment a second time—(cheers). I 
|see to-day and we all see that the descendants of the 
| Puritans who landed upon the Rock of Plymouth— 
ithe followers of Raleigh, who settled Virginia and 
North Carolina, be who lives where the truncheon 
of empire, so to speak, was borne by Smith, the in- 
_habitant of Georgia, he who settled under the auspi- 
ces of France upon the banks of the Mississippi, the 
| Swedes of Delaware, the Quakers of Pennsylvania— 
all find, in this day, their common interest, their 
/common protection, their common glory under the 
‘united government, which Jeaves them all, neverthe- 
‘less, in the administration of their own municipal 
,and local affairs to the Frenchmen, or Swedes, or 
|Quaker, or whatsoever they choose to be—f[loud 
cheers. } 

And when one considers that thissystem of govern- 
ment, | will not say has produced, because God and 
nature and circumstances have had an agency in it; 
but | will say that when it is considered that this sys- 
tem has not prevented, but has rather encouraged the 
growth of the people of the country from three mil- 
| lions, upon the glorious Fourth of July, 1776, to se- 
'venteen millions now, who is there that will say, 
‘upon this hemisphere now—nay, who is there that 
will stand up in either hemisphere—who is there in 
any part of the world, that will say that the great ex- 
periment of a united republic has faiied in America? 
[Loud ehaers.] And yet, | know, gentlemen—I feel 
that this united system is he!d_together by strong ten- 
dencies to union, at the same time that it is kept from 
too much tendency to consolidation by a strong ten- 
dency to support their own power and consideration. 











Circumstances have wrought out for us a state of | And for one glorious half century it has kept us, as 


we have been kept, and has made us what we are. 
[Cheers. } 

At a subsequent period Mr. Webster introduced to 
the company a member of the British parliament, 
who was present, in the following terms: 

Gentlemen, by the permission and at the request 
of the president, [ beg to call your attention to the 
circumstance that a distinguished foreigner is at the 


The orator of the day—A true sou of New England, 
whose genius und character illustrate the value of a 
pilgrim ancestry. 

Mr. Cuoare returned thanks. He felt himself en- 
tirely unequal to the task of making a speech. The 
truth was, that the great Broadway Tabernacle, which 
bore the same relation to other buildings that the 
great city of New York bore to all other cities be- 
tween Cape Cod and Quebec—(cheers)—has certain 
ly used me up; and I would have been glad had it not 
served the audience in the same way-—-(laughter.) 
I will not, therefore, make a speech, but propose a 
toast, which, to avoid the accidents of hospitality, | 
have reduced to writing.—(Roars of laughter. ) 

The truth is, that with all the pride you have in 
the great city of New York, yet we of the pilgrim 
stock never can get it out of our heads thatthe Dutch 
did bribe the captain of the Mayflower to bring away 
our fathers from your lovely island to the iron-bound 





harbor of Boston. (Laughter and cheers.) But 1 





age of Greece—notwithstanding any thing that we | table to night, Mr. Aldman—a gentleman, I am hap- 
read in ancient history, and surely in despite and con- | py to say, of my own handmaking profession, and a 
trast of every thing io modern history, | know no- | member of the British parliament, from the great 
thing so suitable on the whole to the great interests | eity of Leeds—a traveller in the United States, in 
of a great people spread extensively over a large | the most unostentatious and pleasant manner, has 
portion of the earth as a power of local legislation | done us the honor, at the request of the society, of 
for local and municipal purposes, witn, not a confe- | being present to-night—[A pplause } 


deracy—not a Joose bond of union, but a limited po-| I rise, gentlemen, for the puxpose of proposing his 
sitive government for general purposes, forthe whole. | health. He 1s of that old England of which I have 
(Applause. ) | been speaking; of that old England with whom we 


We may derive eminent proof of this truth from had some filly years ago rather a serious family 
the past and the present. What see we to-day in| quarrel—[laughter.] It has terminated in a manner 
the agitations upon the other side of the Atlantic? 1) not particularly disadvantageous to either party as I 
speak of them of course without expressing any | believe-—(cheers. ) Re Se 
opinion whatever on any question of politics ina} He will find in this his visit first to our country, 
country not ourown. Butl speak of them as an oc-| many things to remind him of his own home, and the 
currence, which shows the great experienced ulili- | pursuits in which he is engaged in hisown home. If 
ty—I may say the necessity of local legislation. If, he will go into our courts of law, he will find those 
in a country on the other side of the water there be who practice there referring to the same books of au- 
some who desire a severance of one portion of the ; thority—acknowledging the same principles—occu- 
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pied with the same subjects which he left under dis- 
cussion in Westminster Hall. 

If he go into our public assemblies he will find the 
same rules of procedure—possibly not always as regu- 
larly observed—[a Jaugh]—as he left behind him in 
that house of parliamentof which he isa member. 
At any rate he will find us a branch of that great fa- 

‘mily to which he himself belongs, and I doubt not 
that in his sojourn among us—in the acquaintances 
he may form—the notions he may naturally imbibe— 
he will go home to his own country somewhat better 
satisfied with what he has seen and learned on this 
side of the Atlantic, and somewhat more convinced 
of the great importance to both countries of preserv- 
ing the peace that at present subsists between them. 
(Loud applause.) I propose, gentlemen, the health 
of Mr. Aldman. 

_ Drank with much applause. 

Mr. Aldman returned thanks. 

Mr. Philip Hone, being called upon by the presi- 
Aent, after a few humorous remarks, gave the fol- 
Jowing: 

New England women, New England clocks—Their 
striking qualities rendered more effective from their 
modesty which prompts them to place their hands 
before their faces. They look well, perform well, 
and speak well, and are less expensive than any of 
their species of equal value. 


VT ES PY SS” UE 
THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH, ON REPU- 
DIATION AGAIN, 











‘The keen pen of this aggrieved old gentleman, has 
been directed against Duff Green,* in reply to some arti- 
cles which the latter published in the London papers in 
reply to his previous fetters. There is amusement—as 
well as some whulesome truths mixed with the gall with 
which he writes. 


‘‘Sin—Having been unwell for some days past. I 
have had no opportunity of paying my respects to 
General Duff Green; who, whatever be his other 
merits, has certainly not shown himself a Washing- 
ton in defence of his country. The general demands 
with a beautiful simplicity, ‘tohence this morbid hatred 
of America?’ 
is stolen from Pilpay’s Fables. 
‘caught by the leg ina trap near the farm yard, ut- 
tered the most piercing cries of distress: forthwith 
all the birds of the yard gathered round him, and 
seemed to delight in his misfortune; hens chuckled, 
geese hissed, ducks quacked, and chanticleer with 
shrill cockadoodies rent the air. 
the fox, stepping forward with infinite gravity ,‘whence 
this morbid hatred of the for? What have ! done?— 
Whom have [ injured? [am overwhelmed with as- 
tonishment at these symptoms ‘of aversion.’ ‘Oh, 
you old villain! the poultry exclaimed, ‘where are 
our ducklings? where are our goslings? did I not see 
you running away yesterday with my mother in your 
mouth? did you not eat up all my relations Jast week? 
You ought to die the worst of deaths—to be pecked 
into a thousand pieces.’ Now hence, General Green, 
comes the morbid hatred of America, as you term it.— 
Because her conduct has been predatory; because she 
has ruined so many helpless children, so many misera- 
ble women, so many aged men: because she has dis- 
turbed the order of the world, and rifled those sacred 
treasures which human virtue had hoarded for hu- 
man misery. Why, is such hatred morbid? 
is it not just, inevitable, innate? vhy, is it not dis- 
graceful to want il? why is it not lionorable to feel it? 

‘Hate America!!! I have loved and honored 
America all my life; and in the Edinburg Review, 
and at all opportunities which my trumpery sphere 








* The introduction of the name of Dutf Green, re- 
minds us, that amongst the on dis of the week, we have 
one trom the Washington correspondent of the North 
American which says, (rather severely)—“I find that in 
another quarter our confidential diplomacy has sustained 
a heavy loss. 


Green,no longer condescendsto bean amateur atnbas- 
sador. He has come home to set up in New York 
a free trade paper, under the auspices and with the funds 
(it is supposed) of the British corn law league, for I learn 
trom good authority of his having boasied that he had 
a large sum at hiscommand. He isan ageut of a dis- 
cretion to ruin any cause that he undertakes. 

The least suspicion given, of his being connected with 
a foreign interest like this, insures the failure of the whole 
plan and will form an argument for the tariff, which Gen. 
Green’s abilities are very hit'le capable of answering. In 
him and his plans, Mr. Cobden will have made a poor 
speculation. The world neversaw a schemer sv vast 
in his conceptions, so puny in his performances. His 
head contains all the chimeras, all the visions that Guili- 
yer jound in Laputa among the professors of the great 
college ot projectors. He should have been the president 
of that university where sun-beams were extracied out of 
cucumbérs. He is the Calhoun of printing, 


But this question, all-afiecting as it is, | of silly, bloody, foolish, and accursed war, to prove 
‘A fox,’ says Pilpay, | 


| 
! 
; 





SYDNEY SMITH. 








of action has afforded, I have never ceased to praise 


and defend the United States; and to every American 
to whom I have had the good ‘fortune to be introdu- 
ced, I have proffered all the hospitality in my power. 
But I cannot shut my eyes to enormous dishonesty; 
nor, remembering their former state, can I restrain 
myself from calling on them (though I copy Satan) 
to spring up from the gulf of infamy in which they 
are rolling— 
‘Awake, arise, or be forever fallen.’ 

“Yam astonished that the honest States of America 
do not draw a cordon sanitaire round their unpaying 
brethren; that the truly mercantile New Yorkers and 
the thoroughly honest people of Massachusetts do 
not, in their European visits, wear an uniform with 
‘S. S., or Solvent States,’ worked in gold letters upon 
the coat, and receipts in full of all demands tam- 
boured on the waistcoats, and ‘Our own property’ fig- 
ured on their pantaloons. 

“But the General seems shocked that I should 
say the Americans cannot go to war without money; 
but what do [ mean by war? Not irruptions into Ca- 
nada—not the embodying of militia in Oregon; but a 
long, tedious, maritime war, of four or five years’ 
duration. Is any man so foolish as to suppose that 
Rothschild has nothing to do with such wars as these? 
and that a bankrupt state, without the power of bor- 
rowing a shilling in the world, may not be crippled 
in such a contest? Weall know that the Americans 
ean fight: nobody doubts their courage. I see now 
in my mind’s eye a whole army on the plains of 
Pennsylvania in battle array; immense corps of in- 
solvent light infantry, regiments of heavy horse deb- 
tors, battalions of repudiators, brigades of bankrupts, 
with Vivre sans payer ou mourir’ on their banners, and 
‘dire alieno’ on their trumpets: all these desperate deb- 
tors would fight to the death for their country,and pro- 
bably drive into the sea their invading creditors. Of 
their courage, I repeat again, I have no doubt: I wish 
| had the same confidence in their wisdom. But I 
believe they will become intoxicated by the flattery 
of unprincipled orators; and instead of entering with 
us into a noble competition in making calico, (the 
great object for which the Anglo-Saxon race appears 
to have been created,) they will waste their happi- 
ness and their money (if they can get any) in years 


to the world that Perkins is a real fine gentleman, 
and that the carronades of the Washington steamer 
will carry farther than those of the Britisher Vic- 
toria, or the Robert Pee] vessel of war. 





‘Whence,’ said | 


The president’s secret envoy, with whom | 
Lord Aberdeen so disobligingly refused to treat, gen. Duff | 





| 
{ 
| 





Why, | 


“Tam accused of applying the epithet ‘repudia- 
tion’ to states which have not repudiated. Perhaps 
so—but then these latter states have not paid. But 


what is the difference between a man who says, ‘I | 


don’t owe you anything, and will not pay you,’ and 
another who says, ‘I do owe youa sum,’ and who 
having admitted the debt, never pays it? There 
seems in the first to be some slight color of right; 
but the seccnd is broad, blazing, refulgent, meridian 
fraud. 

‘It may be very true that rich and educated men 
in Pennsylvania wish to pay the debt; and that the 
real objectors are the Dutch and German agricultu- 


rists, who cannot be made to understand the effect of 


character upon clover. All this may be very true; 
but it is a domestic quarrel. Their churchwardens 
of reputation must make a private rate of infamy for 
themselves—we have nothing to do with this rate.— 
The real quarrel] is the unpaid world versus the state 
of Pennsylvania. 

‘“‘Andsnow, dear Jonathan, let me beg of you to 
follow the advice of a real friend, who will sav to 
you what Wat Tyler had not the virtue to say, and 
what allthe speakers in the eleven recent Pennsy!- 
vania elections have cautiously abstained from saying 
‘Make a great effort; book up at once and pay.’ You have 
no conception of the obloquy and contempt toywhich 
you are exposing yourselves all over Europe. Bull 
is naturally disposed to love you; but he loves nobody 
who does not pay him. His imaginary paradise is 
some planet of punctual payment, where ready 
money prevails and where debt and discount are un- 
known. As for me, as soon as I hear that the last 
farthing is paid to the lastereditor, I will appear on 
my knees at the bar of the Pennsylvania senate, in 
the plumeopicean robe of American controversy,— 
Each conscript Jonathan shall trickle over me a few 
drops of tar, and help to decorate me with those pe- 
nal plumes in which the vanquished reasoner of the 
Transatlantic world does homage to the physical 
superiority of his opponents. And now, having eased 
my soul of its indignation, and sold my stock at 40 
per cent discount, I sulkily retire from the subject; 
with a fixed intention of lending no more money to 
free and enlightened republics, but of employing my 
money henceforth in buying up Abyssinian bonds, 
and purchasing into the Turkish Fours, or the Tunis 
Three and-a-half per cent fuuds. 





SYDNEY SMITH.” 


REPLY. 

A writer in the Charleston Mercury, over the Signa- 
ture of Duff Green Jr, thus retorts upon the writer o{ 
the above. 

To the Rev. Sydney Smith. Sir: Your angry phil- 
lippics against the people of Pennsylvania, in which 
you have displayed so much Christian patience and 
moderation, have convinced the Western world of 4 
fact which before they only suspected, namely: that 
the clergy of England whom you represent so feeling- 
ly, are the principal holders of American stocks— 
that the chief loss from depreciation and repudiation 
will fall on Revercid speculato:s, Clerical stockjobbers, 
and Ecclesiastical Shyloeks. 

It is written ‘‘my father’s house shall be called the 
house of prayer; but ye have made ita den of thieves.” 
From the poor Curate of thirty pounds a year, to 
the lordly Rector or princely Bishop of thirty thous- 
and, you are all money-brokers, stockjobbers, and 
mere worshippers of mammon. And then the Chris- 
tian resignation with which you bear your losses proves 
that you are sincere worshippers of the yellow god— 

“Whose blush can thaw the consecrated snow 

That lies on Dian’s lap.” 

You say you have lost 40 per cent on your Ameri- 
can speculation, and therefore you threaten to retire 
“with sulky indignation” from the field of specula- 
tive enterprize—because you did not gain 40 per cent. 
This is quite hasty in you, and shows clearly that 
patience is not one of your virtues. But you have 
not told us the whole truth. Did you not buy the 
Pennsylvania bonds when depreciated to 80 dollars 
in the hundred? and if you chose to sell them. at 60, 
the fault is not in Pennsy!vania, but in your own rash 
and inconsiderate haste. It is true you lost by the 
transaction $20 on each share of your stock, but some 
one of your countrymen who isa better financier 
than yourself, has gained the amount which you say 
you lost. Risk is incident to all speculation as well 
as to all other species of gambling; and it is the duty 
of every stockjobber—especially if he be a christian 
and a gentleman—not to boast when he wins and not 
to grumble when he loses. 


Your choleric letter of complaint at your losses, 
puts you in the position of that ‘‘old fox” in the fable 
iwhich yon quote. Like him you have been caught 
in the snare of your own avarice—and should your 
misfortune become known to the poultry of your pa- 
rish—what cries of exultation would be heard from 
the barn yards! The hens would cackle their shrill 
notes of triumph—the geese would hiss their con- 
tempt—the ducks would jabber their joy—the turkies 
would gobble forth their exultation—and old Chan- 
i ticleer with his ‘*covk-adoodledos”’ would not be the 
least noisy of yourinsulters. The sounds of triumph 
would soon reach the hog pens and cow cribs—the 
cows would low with delight—and many an old porker 
would grunt forth his sulky satisfaction, at the fate 
of the ‘old fox” so renowned for the taking of tythe 
'pigs. While you with the sanetimonious aig of an 
, old vulpine poacher would modestly address them, 
“My friends, why all this morbid hatred of an innno- 
cent parson? What have I ever done to offend you? 
They of course would reply to you as their ancestors 
did to Pilpay’s fox: ‘*You old rogue, where are all 
lour little ones, our wives, our husbands, our sisters, 
'and our brothers whom you have siain by annual de- 
cimation to glut your voracious appetite? Have you 
not every year murdered one-tenth of our whole fa- 
milies, and do you not still claim a right todecimate 
the rising generation:” 

It would puzzle the wit of the oldest fox whether 
clerical or lay, to frame a reply to this remonstrance. 
But to be serious. Lou have amassed a large fortune 
out of the hard earnings of your countrymen: your 
ill-gotten gain has been wrung from the hard hands 
of starving industry. And not content to enjoy your 
large income in the luxurious idleness of your order, 
you’ must needs turn stockbroker and speculator, 
without either the education or experience necessary 
to insure success on change—and as your letters prove, 
without that coolness which 1s necessary to suceess in 
any department. And as it may be taken for granted 
that your clerical education has not fitted you to 
make a Girard or a Rothschild, you need not be sur- 
prised at sustaining a small Joss in your first attempt 
(if it be your first) at stockjobbing. You are not the 
first and wil not be the last who has suffered and 
will suffer loss in that gambling department. But 
for your consolation | beg leave to. inform you, that 
although you may have lost in your attempt at specu- 
lation in our state bonds, others of your countrymen 
have gained in a much larger ratio, And I can fur- 


nish proof which even yourself cannot controvert, 
that in the sale of our state bonds, all the profit has 
gone to your country, and all loss fallen upon ours— 
and should your English bond holders never receive 
another dollar on our state debts, they can suffer no 
loss, as they are overpaid already—tfirst, by the loss 
on the original sale of the bonds—second by the high 
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rate of interest paid by most of the states for money 
which they did not borrow,—thirdly, by the loss in | 
exchange—and fourthly, by a partial failure of con- 
sideration. In another letter, I hope to explain this | 
at large and in terms so clear, that even clerical | 
stockjobbers cannot fail to understand and acknow- | 
jedge its truth. 


Hoping that you have, ere this, regained your 
equanimity of temper, I remain, with profound sen- 
timents of sympathy for your loss, &c. 

If the following anecdote of the Reverend Sydney | 
Smith be true, the minor canon of St. Paul’s, though | 
he has “had losses,” has not lost his tiberality among 
them: An English paper records this instance of his, 
generosity. “By the death of Mr. Canon Tate, the liv- 
ing of Edmonton fell to the disposal of the Rev. Sydney 
Smith. This gentleman possesses no other benefice than 
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a small chancery living in Somersetshire, under £300 a 
year. Edmonton is upwards of £1,500. He might have 
appropriated it to himself. F'rankly, and without solici- 
tation, he, within a very few days of the death of his 


Thomas ‘T'ate.” 
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The length aad importance of the national documents 
which atthis period of the year require to be registered, 
have prevented our placing an abstract of the repor: of the 
president and directors of the canal company before our 
The 


peculiar position of this enterprise at this moment, ren- 


readers as early as we would otherwise lave done. 


ders its affairs exceedingly interesting to a considerable 
portion of the Union. The,report affords gratifying evi- 
dence of the business talents of the now president of the 
company, J. M. Col. Coale. 

The report, with its accompanying papers, makes a 
pamphlet of 60 pages. It isa very valuable document, 
and presents the progress of the work, and the impor- 
tanee to the state and people of Maryland of having it 
completed to the coal and iron deposites without delay, 
in such a comprehensive and clear light, that it seems to 
us few persons could give its testimony and reasoning an 
impartial consideration without arriving at the conclu- 
siun that the state ouglit not to hesitate, and that the 
work when finished will insure to Maryland one of the 
richest mines of wealih possessed by any state in this 
Union. 

The state ought not only to take effective meusures to 
have the work speedily completed and brought into 
operation, but ought to hold on to those advantages 
which are now almost within her grasp, and not after 
paying su heavily as she has for thas far constructing u 
—to allow a few monied men sharper sighted if not more 
enterprisiig than the state itself, to buy the work ata 
ruinous sacrifice to her and to run off with all the profits 
which the enterprize would realize to the pepple, as cer- 
tainly as the canal is completed and the trade openec. 
Beyond question no association of monied men will ven- 
ture so large a sum, without it being clearly proved to 
them that they will make an immense speculation by the 
purchase. Just what they would make, the state would 
lose, in dollars and cents. But far beyond that,she would 
lose an advantag2 which as a state, she ought now never 
to pare with—the control of so unportant a thoroughfare, 
penetrating the Allegany and reaching the western wa- 
ters by the shortest and best and cheapest route that can 
be constructed. 

But to the report. 
a contract entered intu between the canal company and 
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, by which the 
latter has temporarily agreed, (probably at as low a rate 
as they can afford) to transport coal for the company 
from Cumberland, todam No. 6, to which the canal is 
how completed, for two cents per ton per mile, and iren, 
as well as all return cargues, at their present charges.— 
Under this arrangement the transport of coal is about to 
commenee, aud early in the spring it_ Is expected to ac- 
quire some activity. “But we regard this arrangement, 
as merely temporary, and of very inconsiderable Impor- 
tance, when viewed in Connexion with the capabiliues of 
the canal.” ; 

“The trade upon the canal has hitherto consisted 
almost entirely of agricultural productions. Its rev- 
enues have been but little more than sufficient to 
keep it in repair and pay its ordinary expenses. St 
possesses no other resources than its tolls and a 
small income from its water rents. In the present 
embarrassed condition of the company, therefore, 








an@ until, by a release of the state liens, it shal! be 
enabled to complete the canal to its destined and on- 
ly available terminus in Allegany, we feltit our duty 
to seek out new channels of trade, and by every prac- 
ticable means in our power to extend its operations. 

“The amount received for tolls on the canal du- 
ring the last year, ending 3lst of December, 1342, 
was $56,005 80 
Water rents, &c. 2,900 00 


58,905 80 





Total revenues 
The cost of repairs and current expenses 
for the year ending 31st of December, 
1842, was 48,850 00 
Surplus $10,055 80 
“It is now admitted, on all sides, that the coal 
fields of Allegany are fully adequate to supply all 
the demands that can be made upon them for cen- 
turies tocome. It has also been proved, by experi- 
ments made at various times, that the Cumberland 
coal is superior to any other in the United States, 
with which it has been compared. Is has been 
found preferable even to the Liverpool and Newcas- 
tle coals, which are regarded as the best bituminous 
coals of England.* 
esting information on these subjects, see Appendix, 
marked No. 10. These facts have long since arres- 


ted their enterprise to that quarter. 





In the county of Allegany there have been already 


'chartered numerous coal and iron companies, the | 
[eer ong of which are: the Maryland and New | .owth of the population of the country: in th 
‘ e We Jib } t ( ‘be Oo Pye é 
fork iron and coal company; the George’s Creek or 8 pop ; ntry; in the daily 


pended in preparations. One of these, the Maryland 
) 


‘and New York iron and coal company is extensively 
engaged in making iron, and is in active operation. | 
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For a mass of useful and inter- | 


Lonaconing company; the Maryland Mining compa-| _. ' 

Iny; the Rcion sr “ik Work ena company; tha | rail roads, in our manutacturing establishments, and 
|Clifton coal company; and the Union company— 
| with an aggregate capital of about seven millions of 
‘dollars, upwards of one million of which has been ex- 


foreign importation of coal then, in consequence o 


the diminished duty, began to increase, and continued 


to do so until public attention was awakened to the 
subject at the session of congress of 1841-"42. By the 
revised tariff act of that session, a fixed duty of $1 75 
per ton was imposed on all coal brought into the U.S. 
from any foreign port or place. This was done to 
encourage and protect the domestic production of 
that great and growing element of national wealth; 
and the duty thus laid must, in a great measure, ope- 
rate to exclude from competition the foreign article 
as an item of trade. Even of it were possible for the 
‘dealer from abroad to compete with the Ameri-an 
‘dealer on his own grounds, when the facilities of 
‘conveyance shall enable the American to carry his 
coal to market in sufficient quantities to suppiy the 
demand, this tax upon the imported article would 
place the matter out of the question. The United 
| States market, then, must be supplied from our own 
mines. East of the mountains, Pennsylvania, Vir- 
'ginia, and Maryland, contain within their borders the 
|only important deposites of this mineral. The two 
\former have got the start of us; but their trade, 
‘though advancing, is yet feeble, when compared 
| with the wants of the extensive region that is to be 
| Supplied. 


| ‘The vast field has scarcely yet been entered, and 
\lies wide open to our enterprise. The present home 


ted the attention of capitalists, and they have direc- ‘supply of coal is not one-half of the quantity that 


|} would now be consumed, because of its cheapness asa 
\fuel and its excellence as a generator of steam, af the 
| commodity could be obtained regularly, and in suffi- 
(cient quantities inthe market. And in the rapid 


inereasing use of it in our houses, on our rivers and 


,on the ocean, we have data enough to form the most 


‘exaggerated estimate of the demands that will be for 


lit, even in our day and generation. If by the com- 
'pletion of the canal, ample and cheap means be af 
| forded to the coal dealers of Allegany to bring their 
larticle into the markets, inasmuch as it is of a supe- 


It commences with an account of 


oe ; . ‘rior quality, it will necessarily obtai . 
|The other companies being intended principally for | | i. y obtain the preference 


‘the coal business, are standing by, with folded arms, | 
with their large capital in a measure lying dormant, | 
awaiting the opening of a channel, of sufficient | 

‘cheapness, with the seaboard. As soonas this is af- 

\forded to them, they are prepared to commence 

‘operations upon an extended scale. 

( By atable in the Appendix, (marked No. 11,) it 

| will be perceived that, according to the statistical re- 

turns of the United States census of 1840, the entire 


annual produce of coal inthe whole United States | 


‘and territories only amounts at present to 1,849,317 
'tons. Of this quantity, 863,489 tons are anthracite, 
and 27,603,191 bushels, or 985,328 tons, allowing 28 
bushels to a ton, are bituminous. Of the states south 
and east of the mountains, from Maine to Louisiana, 
|which must form the great market for the article, 
the annual produce is 860,956 tons of anthracite, and 
22,556,944 bushels, or 805,594 tons, of bituminous 
‘coal. Nearly the whole of this issupplied by Penn- 
isylvania and Virginia, 
\a mineral of superior quality, and with her inexhaus- 
tible coal beds, for want of facilities and conveyances 
|of sufficient cheapness to introduce it into the mar- 
kets only contributes the paltry amount of 222.400 
| bushels, of 7,928 tons, the greater portion of which 
‘in consutaed in Allegany county. 





We have prepared from authentic sources a table 
of the annual supply to the markets on tidewater 
‘from the coal mines of Peunsylvania and Virginia 


} 


| 
| 


ifrom abroad. (See appendix, No. 12.) ‘rhe foreign 
importations into the United States thus exhibited 
are enough to satisfy every one, of the wants of the 
country for the article. ‘The duty laid on imported 


the close of the war, was 5 cents on a heaped bush- 


‘raised to 6 cents. In 1833 the compromise act pro- 
vided for the limited continuance and the gradual re- 
duction of this, in common with other duties. 





* From recent experiments made on a very extensive 
scale at the navy yard at Washington, by Professur 
Walter R. Johnsen, uader the direction of the secretary 
of the navy, and in conformity with an act of congress, 


per pound less bulk, and products a higher degree of heat, 
whether employed to generate steaim or applied to tne 
working of iron, than either the Liverpool or Newcastle 
coals. ‘I'he difference in favor of the Cumberland coal, 
as regards heating power, is about 20 per cent. 
periments, in other respects, contemplated by the act in 
question, bave not yet been completed. When aij the 
results are ascertained they will be officially commuui- 
cated to the navy department. We areindebted to the 
courtesy of the Jearned professor tor the above important 
facts, and received thern after this report was placed in 
the hands of the printer for publication, 





The state of Maryland, with | 


for a series of years, as also the quantity imported | 


coal by the tariff of the 27th of April, 1816, after) 


el, and continued at this rate until 1824, when it was | 


The. 


it has been demonstrated that Nie Cumberland coal has | 


The ex- | 


over all other coal, and the use of it will only be 
limited by the supply. 

What number of tons, then, is the canal capable 
of carrying per annum? 
| Estimating the boat load at 80 tons, (and the di- 
mensions of our canal are suffi ‘iently large lo ae- 
commodaie boats of 100 tons burden,) and the 
amount transportable tothe Chesapeake and Qhio 
canal, according to a calculation made by a commit- 
| tee of the stockholders in 1839, of which Riehard 
|S. Coxe, esq., was chairman, is, with single locks. as 
at present, 3,264,000 tons, and with double locks 
9,440,000 tons perannum. (See appendix, No. 13.) 
| bo Wont cs , based upon actual experience on the 
| ork anc Erie canal, including the tonnage in 
| both direetions , and ean be realized m practical re- 
suits. A descending tonnage alone, however. of one 
‘million of tons per annum from Camberland to 
| Georgetown, (and the ability of the canal to trans- 


port that amount will not be doubted.) at the low 





| toll of one-half a cent per ton per mile, with the 
; usual boat duty, would yield a revenue sufficient to 
pay the interest on $2,000,000 to covnplete the canal 
| the interest on the Maryland Joan and all other out 
| Standing debts, if now funded, with the arrears of 
| interest included to the Ist of October, 1843, and 
still leave a surplus adequate to a dividend of seven 
| per cent. on the capital stock of the company. (See 
| Appendix, No. 14.) We make this statement mere- 
| ly to indicate the capabilities of the canal and its 
probable productiveness. We must not, however 
be understood as intimating that the interest is to 
cease accumulating, or that the stockholders are to 
|receive any portion of-its revenues until the liens 
and debts are satisfied or provided for. To accom- 
plish these objects a sinking fund will have to be set 
apart each year, out of the nett profits of the canal 
in addition to the sum necessary to pay the accruing 
interest, which will of course “postpone the claims 
of the general stockholders for some time even after 
the work becomes profitable. As soon as the nett 
| revenues shall b» more than sullicient to pay the in- 
terest on the liens and debts, and provide annually a 
Sinking fund to liquidate the principal thereof by the 
time they shall become due, the stockholders will 
participate in the nett profits to the extent of the 
surplus; and ailer ample provision for, these purpo- 
.ses shall have been made, the whole nett revenues 
will be distributable among them. ? 
It will be obserbed that in this, as well as in all 
other calculations which will be made in reference 
to the revenues of the canal, no account is taken of 
the ascending aud intermediate trade. The income 
from these resources is regarded as the fund which is 
tosupply the means of paying the cost of repairs 
and the current expenses of the company. After 
| the canal is finished, it will doubtless be considerably 
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plus will of course fail into the general fund for dis- 
tribution. 

The considerations here presented as to the future 
availability of the canal, are not based upon mere 
opinion. We rest our premises on facts, and draw 
our conclusions from experience. Some persons 
there are who affect to regard the coal deposites of 
the county of Allegany, though admittedly inexhans- 
tible. as of but little value, either as an item of state 
wealth or asa means of rendering the canal a source 
of profit. But the history of that nation from whose 
experience we have derived inany lessons of wisdom, 
and whose commercial power and prosperity are the 
wonder and admiration of the world, places both of 
these questions beyond a rational doubt. 

The annual produce of coalin Great Britain is 
$25,000,000 tons. But useless would be this immense 
mineral wealth to Great Britain, (as ours is to us,) 
without inland navigation to transport it to market: 
and pre-eminently productive are the canals in that 
country which lead up to the coal regior s,as we may 
reasonably presume will also be ours, when it reach- 
es the coal mines of Allegany. In the land alluded 
to, where the field is full of competitors, the shares 
of stock in some of the coal canals have sold for six 
and in two instances for nearly ten times the par 
value; and they have all yielded very large dividends 
to their stoekholders. 

From ‘“‘Herapath’s Railway Magazine Commer- 
cial Journal, and Scientific Review” of October 1, 
1842, we present the following table, showing the 
original cost per share, and the selling price at that 
time, of some of the principal canals of Great Bri- 
tain: 

Sclling price 
per share. Ist 
Oct. 1842. 


Original cost 


Names of canals. per share. 


£ s. £ 5s. 
Barnsley canal 100 00 230 00 
Coventry 100 00 310 00 
Cromford 100 00 320 00 
Monmouthshire 100 00 200 00 
Shrewsbury 125 00 288 00 
S--ansea 100 00 240 00 | 
Neath luv 00 3695 80 | 
Stourbridge 145 00 396 U0 
Stoudwater 150 00 490 U0)! 
Trent and Mersey 50. 00 495 00 | 
Oxford 100 00 540 U0 
Mersey and Irewell 100 00 540 00 
Leeds and Liverpool 100 V0 670 00 
Erewash 100 00 715 00 


Loughborough 14215 ==, 820 00 
With these facts before us, and taking into consid- 
eration the little competition that the Chesepeake 


and Ohio canal will have to contend with in supply- | 


ing the vast territory which is embraced by all the 
states east and south of the mountains, from Maine 
to Louisiana, with their thickly settled population, 
their growing cities, and their numerous manulactu- 
ring establishments, it cannot be deemed an extrava- 
gant expectation, that, in a few years after it is fin- 
nisked, it will transport a tonnage equal to the 
amount we have mentioned, and at no very remote 
period, yield a large profit to ali its stockholders, 

But as we are now addressing ourselves to Mary- 
land interests, with a view of determining the policy 
of regarding the present as a permanent arrange- 
ment, we will narrow down the estimate to the 
quantity that will be necessary to be transported 
from Dam No. 6, to yield a revenue sufficient mere 
ly to pay six per cent on the liens of the state. 

Under the act of 1834, (ch. 241,) the state of Ma- 
ryland holds a mortgage on the nett revenues of the 
canal for a loan of two millions of dollars, with in- 
terest at the rate of six percent. perannum. «Under 
the act of 1835, (ch. 395,) and the acts of 1838, (ch. 
386 and 396,) the state is also a preferred stockhold- 
er to the amount of six per cent. in a subscription of 
$4,375,000. The annual accruing amount on these 
preferred investments is $382,000. 

Taking it for'granted—and we have no doubt of the 
fact—that the revenues from the other trade on the ca- 


nal, intermediate and ascending, will hereafter be sufli- 


cient to pay expenses and keep the canal in repair, and 
that the state of Maryland must look to the tolls from 
the coal trade as the means of enabling the company 
to pay the interest on the state’s investments, and the 
inquiry presents itself as to the amount of tonnage of 
that description that will be required for the purpose 
from the point in question. 

From the depotat Dam No. 6 to Georgetown is 136 
miles. The tolj,at #alf a cent per ton per mile, 
with the usual boat duty, amounts to 73 7-10 cents 
per ton for said distance. To pay, therefore, $382, 
500 per annum, will require the transportation of 
513,996 tons per annum, or 1,730 tons per day, al- 
lowing 300 days to a navigable year. The tonnage 
ef the coal coal cars on the railroad is at present on- 








ry A 








ly five tons, but we understand that t'e company 
contemplate running cars which willcarry six tons. 
To transport the requisite quantity, then will require 
289 cars to be running daily; and they can make but 
one trip perday. To keep up a constant trade, the 
same number must every day be at the mines or at 
Cumberland, receiving their loads, making in all 578 
ears. Supposing 13 cars to be drawn by each loco 

motive, and there would have to be 22 trains daily 
runnieg ona single track between Cumberland and 
Dam No. 6—a distance of 45 mil-s! Clearly, the 
rail road company could not support the coal trade to 
this extent. But, if bv the application of gil its pow- 
ers, it were equal to the undertaking, where, in the 
mean time, would be its facilities for its present in- 
creasing and more farored trade, which, during the 
past year, as we learn from the report of the presi- 
dent and directors of that company, has, “on one 
mile,” nearly doubled itself? Where its means of 
accommodating the vast accession which it is grasp- 
ing at from the west and south, when. as is contem- 
plated, it pushes its enterprise to the banks of the Ohio, 
and stretches its arms‘out to embrace Pittsburg? Even 
with its present regular business, which requires 
22 locomotives daily, the rail road could not supply 
conveyances to accomodate the canal to one-third 
of the amount of trade that would be necessary to 
enable this company to pay the state interest. If it 
had the means and the power, it would not have the 
will, because it would not be its interest to do so, in 

asmuch as its facilities and means could be more 
profitably employed in extending and sustaining its 
appropriate and regular business of transporting pas 
Sengers and merehand ze, which is constantly increas- 
ing, and in proportion to the increase of which would the 
accommodations to the coal trade be every day diminished. 


That it would not allow the coal trade to interfere 
with its regular business is sufficiently manifested by 
the terms of the existing arrangement. The oper- 
ations of the rail road company for the last year, as 
exhibited in the recent report of the president and 
| directors, also sufficiently demonstrate that the trans- 
portation of tonnage is not the most profitable sort 
of business for a rail road. 

From the statement appended to the report it ap- 
pears that the Baltimore and Ohio rai! road company 
during the last year— 

For the transportation of passengers and 

| the United States mail 

| And that it expended for the transporta- 
tion of passengers and the mail 


$246,174 90 
86.246 51 





fas 
Nett revenue from passengers and mail 159,928 39 





| That it receivéd for the transportation 
| of tonnage $221,620 15 


And expended for the transportation of 
| tonnage 


200,907 21 





Nett revenue for tonnage 





| 
| From this it will appear that the company cleared 
‘about 65 per cent of the amount received for the 
transportation of passengers and the mail, and only 
/29 per cent. out of the sum received for the trans- 
| portation of tonnage, and that the expenses of the 
| jatter were more than double those of the former.— 
lt must also be taken into consideration, that this 
| tonnage consisted mainly of articles on which the 
rates of transportation were from 3 to 6 cents per 
ton per mile. Itis not to be supposed, therefore, 
| that the rail road company will engage largely in the 


or indeed, continue to transport it at all after it finds 
other employment for its machinery. The idea, then 
that the canal ought to stop at Dam No. 6, and that 
‘the railroad can be used as a permanent means of con- 
necting its trade with the coal beds of Allegany, is 
}altogether illusory. and, if sanctioned and acted up- 
|on, must be destructive of all the hopes which have 
' been entertained of this great work. 
| But evenif the rail road were adequate as a feed- 
ler to the trade of the canal, and that company were 
| willing to devote it exclusively to the purpose, it 
would still be most expedient to finish the canal to 
/Cumberland, and the increased amount of tolls that 
| would thereby accrue from only the same amount 
|of tonnage would more than justify the enterprise. 
| ‘To prove this, we need only to resort to a brief 
‘calculation. The toll on 518,996 tons, at half a cent 
per ton per mile, with boat duty added, from Dam 
| No. 6 to Georgetown, is $382,500, as we have be 
| fore shown, which is the interest on the liens of the 
state at 6 per cent per annum. 

The distance from Cumberland to Georgetown is 
1845 miles. The toll on 518.996 tons, the same quan- 
lity, for that distance, at the same charges per mile, 
would be $518,996. ‘The increase of revenue there- 
fore, from the same amount of tonnage, if carried from 
Cumberland mstead of from Dam No. 6 to George- 
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town, would be $136,496; and for every ton transpor- 
tedt he revenue of the company would be augmented 
in the same ratio. 


Of the fifty miles of the line of the canal between 
Dam No. 6 and Cumberland, there has already been 
completed thirty-one and seven-tenths miles, at a 
cost of $2,860,000 None of this can now be used 
because it was finished in unconnected sections.— 
Only eighteen and three-tentiis miles remain, how- 
ever, to he constructed, which, when finished, w3)} 
complete the canal the entire distance, and make jt 
navigable from Georgetown to Cumberland. 


In the report made by the directors of this com- 
‘pany to the stockholders, in general meeting, on the 
17th August last, we presented two bids from respon- 
sible contractors to finish this work for a sum con- 
siderably below the engineer’s estimate. One of these 
parties offering to contract was the firm of Story, 
Mills, & Co. of New York. Their bid, as then ex- 
hibited, was made on the 15th of December, 184}, 
and contained a proposal to finish the canal between 
Dam No. Gand Cumberland for fifteen per cent. be- 
low the engineer’s estimate, made in June, 1841, and 
to deduct for work done subsequently to that esti- 





80,712 J4 | 


‘transportation of coal at 2 cents per ton per mile; | 


mate. As some time had elapsed since these pro- 
| posals were made, and as vork had been done on the 
| portion of the line in question, reducing the cost of 
the whole work to be done, in order to complete the 
}canal to Cumberland, to the sum of $1.545,000, as 
_will appear by reference to the engineer’s report un- 


der date of the Ist of December, 1842, which has 
|heretofore been presented to you, the president of 
| this company. on the 5th of September tast, addres- 
ised a communication to Story, Mills, & Co., stating 
| the above facts, and inquiring of them whether they 
were still disposed to adhpre to their bid, of under- 
| taking the work at fifteen per cent. below the present 
estimate of the chief engineer, a printed copy of 
whose report he atthe sa:ne time transmitted to them; 
and the inquiry was also made as to the amount they 
would demand if paid in the bonds of the company, 
with preferred liens, in the event of a waiver of the 
| existing liens of the state of Maryland. Under date of 
the 12th ultimo, a reply was received from N. York 
company before named, in which they renew their 
offer to contract for the whole or for one-half of the 
'work at fifteen per cent. below the estimate of De- 
_cember, 1842, with an allowance for any work that 
has been done since that date, 1f paid in cash, and to 
complete the work in two years. ‘To the inquiry, 
looking toa payment in the bonds of the company, 
| with preferred liens, they state they are nat at pre- 
sent prepared to answer; but they say ‘‘they have no 
doubt but that the state of Maryland, regardful of its 
'own credit and interests, will legislate to make the 
bonds of the company of nearly a par value.”—(See 
Appendix, No. 16 ) 
| The estimate of the chief engineer, then, 
| in his report of the Ist of December, 
1842 was 
| Less 15 per cent. 
/ 





$1,545,000 
931,750 


—- ——_—_— 





| Sum required by Story, Mills, & Co., for 
| completing the whole work 1,313,250 
| It willthus appear that the entire unfinished portion 
‘of the canal between Dam No. 6 and Cumberland 
can at once be let under contract, and be completed 
in two years from the commencement of the work, 
for thesum of $1,313,250 in current money. 
The annual interest on this sum, at 6 per 

cent. per annum, would be $78,795 00 
The increase of revenue from the same 

amount of tonnage,if transported from 

Cumberland instead of from Dam No. 


6, as we have before shown, is 136,496 00 


—_——- 
_— 


57,701 00 
TWEN'T Y-EIGH TH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION. 


Surplus 








SENATE. 

DecemserR 28. The president of the senate pre- 
sented acommunication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, covering the annual report of the commissioner 
of the general land office; also, a message from the 
President of the United States communicating all the 
information in relation to the mountain howitzer 
taken by Lieutenant Fremont to the Oregon. 

Mr. Atchison introduced a bill to establish a govern- 
ment for the territory of Oregon. 

Mr. Allen submitted a resolution that the president 
be requested to communicate, if not incompatible 
with the public interests, a copy of any instructions 
to the minister in London on the subject of Oregon, 
since 4th March, 1841, and also any subsequent cor 
respondence. ; , 

Alter au executive session, the senate adjourned. 
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Decemper 29. Mr. Crittenden presented reso- 
Jutions of the Kentucky legislature relative to the 
culture and manufacture of hemp for the use of the 
United States. 

Mr. Benton presented the memorial of seventy-six 
steamboat captains praying that a canal may be con- 
structed on the Indiana side of the Ohio, below Lou- 
isville. 


A communication from the war department was | 


received on the subject of the leasing of the lead 
mines. 


Mr. Bagby submitted a resolution that the commit- 
tee on pensions be instructed to inquire Into the ex- 
pediency of providing by law for the payment of the 
pension agents; adopted. 

Mr. Allen presented several memorials for the oc- 
cupation of the Oregon territory. 


Mr. Atchison gave notice of a bill to extend the 
operation of the pre-emption law. 

After an executive session, the senate adjourned 
till Tuesday next. 


January 2. The credentials of the Hon. James 
Alfred Pearce, senator elect from Maryland, were 
read and placed on the files of the senate. 


Mr. Breese gave notice of a bill declaring the as- 
sent of congress to the state of IJlinois to impose a 


tax upon all lands hereafter sold by the United States | 


in that state from and after the time of such sale. 


Mr. Jarnagin introduced a bill, on leave, to divide 
the United States into two military districts. 


Mr. Hannegan submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be requested to 
communicate to the senate the present condition of the 
harbor at Michigan eity, the amoun: heretofore expen: 
ed on, and the sum necessary to complete. the works of 
that point, with such uther information as he may have 
in relation ihereto. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the commitiee on finance be instructer 
to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting by law the 
allowance of any claim exeept under a special act «of 
congress by any of the departments or bureaus which 
has once been rejected by the heads thereof; and also 
the allowance of any claims without such special act 
which originated more than four years previous to the 
application for such allowance. 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law that 
the annual estimates from the different departments 
which are laid before congress by the secretary of the 
treasury, shall be accompanied by the written approval 
of the President and all the heads ‘of departments as to 
their necessity and amount; and that no estimates for 
appropriations be at any time submitted to congress by 
any of the departments or bureaus except such as, like 
the annual estimates, have first been laid before the see- 
retary of the treasury, and are accompanied by a plan 
from him for means adequate to meet them. 

On motion, the senate proceeded to the considera- 
tion of executive business, and, after some time spent 
therein, adjourned. 


January 3. The resolutions submitted on yester- 
day by Mr. Woodbury, were adopted; various peti- 
tions were presented; and the senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wepwespay, Dec. 2 Mr. Hale’s resolution on 
the subject of the Home Squadron now being under 
consideration, 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll said he could not say that he 
was in the main opposed tothe resolution; but it ap- 
peared to him that the first part was quite exception- 
able and altogether unnecessary. ‘I'he time when 
the Home Squadron was established was fixed by 
law, and the gentleman knew this was the case. It 
seemed to him (Mr. l.) therefore that the first branch 
of this resolution was rather worse than superfluous. 
He thought, he had always thought, he had always 
said, and voted accordingly, that the expenditures of 
the navy were more than they ought to be. He had 
no doubt at all that by a judicious system of ad- 
ministrative economy, not by cutting down or tear- 
ing up by the roots, but by a simple and proper sys- 
tem of administrative economy, instead of the ex- 
travagances and inveterate improprieties existing, 
at least one millionof dollars might be saved in that 
Service; and hesaid this on the authority of one of 
the most respectable officers of the navy, whohad 
been here connected with the navy board. He de- 
Sired to say to the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
(Mr. Hale,) and to all other new economists of this 

ouse who came here, that they must begin here— 
that they must begin at home. “About two millions 
were the expenses ot the last or 27th congress; and 
while they were berating the navy or other branch- 
€s, let them endeavor if théy could to do something 
to correct their owa extravagance. Let them begin | 
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athome. He said he meant atsome early occasion 
to move, (and he would remark that he did this with- 
out concert with any body,) that this house adjourn, 
the senate concurring, at son early day in May. 

[Cries of ‘tin April,” “in March.”’] 

For one, he was not sure whether a session of con- 
gress might not, by some accident or other, be pre- 
termitted,and yet perhaps the country not be de- 
stroyed. Mr. |. himself had been the very humble 
instrument of endeavoring to put a curb upon the 
only department he was familiar with—the judicial 
department—which had grown up within his service 
as a member of this house from $40,000 per vear to 
$475,000. Well, after, at the tast two sessions of 





ithe last congress, that sum had been reduced, he 
found, in the estimate of appropriations laid upon 
their tables yesterday, the sum was there again ex- 
| actly as it had been before. Hehad no doubt, nota 
| particle—every body knew that at one period the 
| finances of France had been farmed out (as it was 
'called)—he had no donbt at all that if they could 


| 
} 


get six or eight calculating men—speculators if they 


| pleased—to undertake to provide the expenditures | 
of this government, and to limit them to one or two- | 
_and-twenty million of dollars, that it would pay all | 


| our army and navy and civil service required, and 
‘leave then a large fortune the first year. 

| might stop the Home Squadron this year, or dis- 
mount a regimentof cavalry next year; but this 
|}anounted to next to nothing. Mr Is opinion was, 
}and that not founded on any knowledge of his own, 
but on that of a most meritorious and intelligent 
officer in the naval service, that in our navy yards, 
in the equipment of our ships, in the waste and ex 
travagance by which officers were allowed—as hie 
was told they were allowed—alinost to rebuild ships 
as and when they pleased—by the waste of every 
thing when ships came home froma voyage, im- 
mense quantities of provisions being thrown away, 
and by similar processes in the army, (and he re- 
peated he did not wish to take advaniage of his place 
to utter any thing disparaging to any officer of the 
army ornavy,) but by long-starding abuses, of which 





practised them were hardly aware of-eby all these 
things our expenditures had been swollen up to the 
present enormous amount. And he was satisfi d 
that, by laying the hand on these things in the aruy 


them and setting the country a good example, show- 
ing that they were resolved themselves to apply the 
knife to themselves, he had no doubt a great deal 
might be accomplished. 

Mr. I. would not take hisseat without uttering a 
sentiment which he felt very much at heart. The 
gentleman from New Hampshire, if Mr. I. was not 
mistaken, and himself had the honor to belong to 
the same politicai party. Mr. I. did not often speak 
of party, but the responsibility rested with them. 
They were responsible, and they ought to be respon- 
sible, and would be responsible; and if, by the pro 
longation of this session; if, by the enormity of their 
contingent expenditures, if, by not introducing a sys- 
tem of administrative economy into every branch of 
the government; if, by neglecting all these things, 
and simply talking about the extravagances in the 
various departments, and simply dismounting a rezi- 
ment, (which he took for granted was to be remount- 
ed again,) and calling home the Home Squadron. 
which in a year cr two was to be sent out again, if, 
in short, they did not do the thing effectually, and in 
the right way, that responsibility would not only 
weigh heavily, but would weigh destructively upon 
them. Mr. 1. did not often allude to the existence 
of parties in this house, still less to the presidential 
question in this house; but he did it now distinctly. 
Sir, (said Mr. 1.) we shall have no right to say a 
word to the people upon any party or upon the pre- 
sidential question, unless we show that we are in 
earnest in the professions of retrenchment and re- 
form we have made. The gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Holmes) adds the reduction of the ta- 
riff} and so, [ understand, do other gentlemen. As 
to that, (continued Mr. 1.) they recollected that at 
the last session of congress he had spoken of a Penn- 
sylvania platform; and his friends from the south re- 


that platform, which they would not take; and he 
had asked some of them the next day that, as they 
would not take the wholesome drink of wine and 
water, how did they like the pure whiskey they 
were obliged to swallow? He had stood pledged to 
make a motion on thes:bject, which, if his south- 
ern friends had seconded, would have been the law 
of the land. They would not take the wine and wa- 
ter; they had chosen to take the raw whiskey. 
[Mr. Holmes. Weare Washingtonians. We want 
the pure water.} Mr. I. said he was wandering 
froin the question before the house. He suggested 





(tothe gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Hale) 


They 


ihe had been told, and which the gentlemen who | 


and navy, and on them all, beginning here, setting | 


collected that he had offered them a position upon | 
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that as there -vas a law answering the first brawh 
of his resolution, he had better expunze or in some 
wayomitit. Astothe remainderof it, Mr [ saw 
no objection, except that, stronz and sonorous as the 
gentlenan’s voice was, (and he heard it with plea- 
sure.) it woull be heard in vain in this hall and out 
of itunless it was heard in advocacy of a thorouch- 
going retrenchment, beginning herve, a8 was required, 
and notletting it fallupon the navy or the Home. 
Squadron alone. [t must go a great deal further. 
Mr. Adams observed, that he had been most ex- 

eeedingly edified by the debate, particen'arly by the 
effort of his friend the “paetficator” [loud laughter 

to aid his friend from New Hampshire (Mr. Hate) 
in his purposes of economy, [much merrinent.] The 
gentleman, said Mr. A. gave this house a great deal 
of instruction in regard to the manner in which this 
house 1s to begin to retrench public expenditures, 
and, in the end, to eleet its president. [Lauzhter.] 
But his remarks did not happen to apply to the mo- 
tion, and they were. in fact, leading away the house 
from considering it. The argument of the gentle- 
man was, in substance, that it was not to these nine 
millions asked for the navy,and [ know not how 
many millions forthe arny, that the house was to 
look if it sought to economize expenses. Oh no, 
sir; it was not by curtailing our military and naval 
(expenditures that we are to economize; no, not at 
‘all. And now, to come to dollars and cents, what 
comparison is there between the reduction proposed 
iby the gentleman frown Philadelphia (Mr. Ingersoll) 
jand the amount of expenditure proposed for the na- 
ivy during the present year? The gentleman, with 
jail his powers of exarverative eloquence, made out 
ithe whole expense of the legislation of this country, 
‘in all its branches and withall its details, to a nount 
ito but two mualtions of dollars; and what is asked in 
the secretary’s report for the use of the navy? Nine 
millions; and for what?) To spread our flag to the 
winds and show our stars and stripes in’ every sea. 
What else ts it to is it necessary at this time 
for the defence of the country? Does our coast re- 
quire a whole squadron to protect i? Is the great 
maritime power of the earth in such a_ position of 
affairs with us that we need expect the coming of a 
British squadron here, to meet which this Home 
Squadron is wanted? No, sir. What, then, do we 
wantit for? There was, two years ago, a report from 
the then secretary of the navy, accompanied bya 
'report from the seeretary of war,in which there 
| was an intimation that our navy, in comparison with 
‘the navy of Great Britain, was then as one to eight; 
that the British navy was, in fact, eight times as 
large as our own; and thesum then asked for the na- 
val service of the year was eight millions: (now we 
are asked for nine millions—one million more:) and 
| the report of the secretary of the navy contended 
| for the principle that it was the policy of this govern- 
iment to go on increasing its naval establishment as 
|fast as it could until it rose to half the size of the 
jnavy of Great Britain. Now put these two things 
together. ‘Their navy was then to ours as ‘eight to 
one: and we were to augment ours till it was half as 
large as theirs: theirs being eight, ours must be four; 
}and four times eight are thirty two: so that the se- 
| cretary, in substance, asked of congress to sanction 
‘a principle which necessarily involved the appro- 
| priation of thirty-two millions of dollars for the na- 
ival service. ‘This was asked,I say, two years ago, 
|as proper at that time for the use of the navy. And 
| the gentleman has already said that if we go on in- 
creasing our naval force at the rate we are now pur- 
suing, thirty-two millions will not be enough. No 
sir, it will not: fifty millions will not cover the ex- 
penditure. My friend feom Philadelphia (Mr. Inger- 
soll) was I recollect very ferocious, about that time, 
for the burning of London [a laugh] with our navy; 
he toldus it could be done; and if our naval foree 
was not equal toit then, he was ready to go on and 

increase ittill it should be strong enough to sail up 
the Thames and burn London. [Roars of laughter. ] 
| Yes, sir, London: not Chatham, which I believe 
|some Dutch admiral did once set fire to, or attempted 
; it. 
| Mr. C. J. Ingersoll here, amid much surrounding 
|! merriment, interposed to explain, and Mr. Adams as- 
senting, he stated that he had only proposed to burn 
London in return for what the gentleman from Mas- 
' sachusetts had proposed, viz: to take a British fleet 
|up the Mississippi and burn Natchez! {Laughter. ] 

Mr. dams. I burn Natchez? I take “the British 

fleet up the Mississippi? I never proposed any such 
thing. Lbringa British fleet up the Mississippi to 
burn Natchez? Ohno, sir. Thisis an afterthought. 
But I come back to the motion made by the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hale,) and 1 must 
say [ was nota Iittle surprised at the quarter from 
which a motion like that should come—a quarter the 
most interested, certainly, in having due protection 


| 
} 
{ 











provided for our coasting trade, and consequently ia 
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‘the maintenance of a Home Squadron. 1 believe 


that when the project of a Home Squadron was first 
broached here I was myself a good dea! in its favor 
and, if I remember right, T voted for it. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. Yes; there were in fact but 
three voting against. 

Mr. 4dams. Ay: and that was because this house 
did not then know what it was for. i hope they now 
do know what itis for. Sir, it looksto a war with 
Great Britain—to this first, and then to the fact that 
in that event the coast will require a Jarge squadron 
for its defence. It is proposed to goto war with 
Great Britain in case she should take a fancy to take 
Cuba. That is the reason for increasing this Home 
Squadron. That’s it. It is war, sir. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. Lask the gentleman would 
he let Great Britain have Cuba? would he? 

Mr. Adams. I ask the gentleman in turn, is he 
ready to go to war with Great Britain? is he? 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. Without one moment’s hesi- 
tation, sooner than let her take Cuba. 

Mr. Adams. I believe so. I believe the gentle- 
man is ready; and as that is at least a possible event, 
this Home Squadron appropriation 1s meant to pro- 
vide for it. 1 am against a war, and 1 believe the 
country is against it, and that they will support the 

roposition of the gentleman from New Hampshire. 
t believe that the morals of the country are nog so 
deeply corrupt as to be prepared to go to war with 
Great Britain for the sake of a company of Creoles: 
no, nor yet for the sake of annexing Texas to the 
Union: for that is another of the objects in view. — 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania said that it is | 
not by reducing the expenditures in the army or the 
navy that we can effect a reduction in our expendi- 
tures. No; but by administrative measures here, at 
home. Well, sir, suppose we shall adopt, at once, 
the British plan, and let'the members of this house 
and the members of the senate serve without pay. 
Suppose we strike out the items of our pay and 
mileage, and all the other expenses, as well of con- 
gress, as of the executive, what will the saving be? 
At the outside, but two millions. — 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll. Not including the execiitive; | 
the expenditures of congress alone—that is, for’ 
three sessions. 

Mr. dams. Well, of congress then, without the 
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those two great articles of expenditure in every 





executive, for two years. Strike out all adimuinistra- 
tive expenditures—all the documents we print for | 
the information of the people of the Union, some | 
fifteen or twenty volumes every year, in order to | 
show the nation the measures here proposed and | 
adopted. Strike this all off: the expenses of both | 
houses of congress, with their officers, and what) 
does it amount to? Two millions. Well, cut that| 
down; and then cut off the same sum from the ap-| 
propriation for the navy, and what will be sull leit?| 
Seven millions. Now, admitting that all the gen-| 
tleman’s charge of extravagance in the expendi- | 
tures of this house be true: grant it all; and still, | 
ask, what is it thatis done here? what isthe interest 
of this nation in our acts and doings in these houses 
of the legislature? and then, Iask, what is their in- 
terest in having an enormous navy afloat all over the | 
world, to take the territory belonging to other na- 
tions, ay, to invade the territories of nations at 
peace with us, as has repeatedly and recently been 
done? What good will these nine millions do to the 
country if expended as is proposed upon the navy? 
And what will it be in comparison with the benefits | 
derived from the legislation of congress? [say that 
the principle of the gentleman’s argument Is un- 
sound. Lsay that it is not here that the great mass | 
of expenditure is to be found, or is in any danger ot 
ever being found. No; but it is in the army and the 
navy. ne: 
Why, sir, in the light reduction of our army ex- 
penditure two years since, when we reduced a squad- | 
ron of cavalry to infantry or riflemen, a retrench-| 
ment for which the country is under obligation to the | 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee over the way (Mr. Care| 
Johnson) and | asa part of it, much as we may dif-| 
fer in our politics, and light as the gentleman from | 
Fennsylvania (Mr. C. J. Ingersoll) may make of it, | 





if compared with the inerease proposed by the then | 
secretary of war, a reduction was effected of not} 
Jess than four millions of dollars. The secretary | 
proposed to increase the army to twenty thousand; | 
instead of that the house reduced it one-third, which 
was ineffect equal to asaving of more than four | 
millions of floliars. | 

increase proposed for the navy, but ihe house refus- 
ed to countenance the project, and instead of in- 
creasing curtailed the navy expenditure. Little as 
I am disposed to boast of having been a member of 
the last congress, and little as I may like many 
things it did, I will say thatit was the most retrench- 
ing congress that ever sat since the commencement 
of this government, and its reductions of the public 


| ment is the administration. 


At that time, too, there was an | 





expenditure were made in the army and the navy— 


country. 

Those two reports, one from the secretary of war 
and the other from the secretary of the navy, reveal 
ed what was the policy of the administration—a poli- 
cy commencing with the appropriation of nat less 
than forty millions for the army and navy. I say the 
house now knows what that policy is; and, knowing 
it, Lhope my friend from North Carolina, (Mr. Me- 
Kay,) the chairman of the committee of ways and 
means, a gentleman who has always been the advo- 
cate of economy in this house, will now carry his 
economical principles into that committee, and will 
not be any more favorable now to an increase of ex- 
penditure, either in the army or navy, than he was 
when a reduction was made, with'his strenuous aid, 
in both. I donot say that it will be necessary to re- 
duce either branch at present. I have not had time 
to examine the reports submitted to us by the execu- 
tive; but f am fully convinced it is wholly useless to 
go into the boundless expenditure recommended 
to us to provide the materiel of a war; and to 
age this we must reduce the appropriation asked 
or. 

And now I come to notice the system of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, ) 
which 1s to save in the administration of the govern- 
ment. Why, the gentleman knows perfectly well 
that the administration is not here. This is the place 
for legislation. You supervise, superintend, and con- 
trol the actings of the executive; but the administra- | 
tion is not here. I should, myself, be glad to have: 
the honorable gentleman at the head of a committee 
for the reduction of expenditures in congress. We 
should then see what all his plans would come to. 
(A laugh.) [believe when all was done, he would 
save nothing but candle-ends. (Much merriment.) | 
Why, sir, we have tried that. We had in the last 
congress two committees for retrenching our expen- | 
ses, and they were as zealons in the discharge of their | 
duty as I ever knew committees to be in my life; I 





| see the chairman of one of them now before me; the. 


other (Mr. Summers) 1 grieve much to learn is de- 
tained at home by ill health. I again say, I never 
knew two committees go into their work with more 
zeal and determination to discharge their whole dutye, 
One, | think, was general in its character, having 
charge of the expenditures of the whole government, 
executive as well as congressional. The other was 


| confined specially to the expenditures in this house 


alone. And whatdidthey do? The gentleman him- 
self laughs at the question; he laughs, and can’t help 
it, when he thinks of what it all came to. They cut 
off a few of the pages, and they made some small 
saving in our quills, and paper, and pens. (A laugh.) | 
We agreed to all the rigid reductions they reported, 
and that was the amount of it. Put the gentleman | 
at the head of such another committee, and all ke 
and his committee will do, wili, I venture to predict, | 
e not a farthing better. 
Now I say I am averse to the gentleman's proposi- | 
tion upon principle. He asks us to go to the admi-! 
nistration to retrench. Why, the executive govern- | 
You furnish the means | 
y All our extravagancies, he 

says, are in the administration. Now, heavy as has} 
been the responsibility on me asa member of this| 
house for the last four years, T have no reproach to | 
cast on the President that he has not reduced them. | 
I say, if the reduction is made, it must be made here; | 
it must be done by this house; and the only way you, 
have to do it is by drawing your purse strings toge- | 
ther when the appropriations are asked for; besides | 
which, you have the power of impeaching the execu- | 
tive officers. The gentleman seems to think that) 


—they administer them. 


| your executive government is the most corrupt in the | 
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neither seein 


some gentlemen already talk of adjourning in March 
and others of adjourning in April. If we do it it 
will be necessary for us to use very close application 
indeed. There is a vreat deal to be done. We have 
among other things, four or five millions of debt bs 
pay, and revenue to provide for it. The payment is 
recommended to us by the secretary. 

For myself] shall be much obliged to the house if 
it will adjourn in April or May; but I have witnessed 
the same proposition made here over and over. and 
sometimes very early; some gentlemen have moved 
May and some April, and the resolution has stood on 
your journal a month after the time had gone bh 
without ever being called up. And so I suspect it js 
likely to be now. I speak, however, only from the 
exrerience I have had. 

There is, to be sure, another mode of retrenching 
which has sometimes been adopted; and that is to 
cut down the appropriations a hundred thousand do]- 
lars ata dash, without knowing on what the reduc- 
tion is to fall. Estimates are carefully and labo- 
riously made up at the departments froma knowledge 
of what expenses would necessarily occur; but with- 
out any regard to this, or any inquiry into consequen- 
ces, the gentleman from Pennsylvania proposed to 
reduce the appropriations one hundred thousand dol- 
lars. But that was in the judiciary department, a 
department at which the gentleman seems always 
very ready to strike; the reduction was to fall on the 
support of the judges, on the expense of the juries, 
and other like expenditures in some thirty federal 
courts, district courts, circuit courts, and the United 
States supreme court. The cost of all which fprmed, 
as [ believe, an oggregate of some five hundrif thous- 
and dollars. The estimates for all the items’ of this 
expenditure were made af the department dollar by 
dollar, because that they would come was just as 
certain as if the bills had been already presented.— 
On this comes the gentleman’s mode of economy, riz. 
to strike down one hundred thousand dollars from 
this amount; no reason given—no statemgnts to show 
that the money could be spared—no explanation as 
to how this money could be taken from the judges or 
the juries of the country, or the clerks of the courts, 
or witnesses; nothing of this; he moves to cut off one 
hundred thousand dollars, blindfold, at a blow; and 
it seems the house took him at his word. And what 
was the consequence? ‘ust before the session closed, 
ou one of the last days, when the honorable gentle- 
man, tired of the double labor which those busy days 
exacted, had gone home to amuse himself with his 
constituents, comes in a bill appropriating just a hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

Mr. Ingersoll. Yes—for an Indian treaty. 

Mr. dams. Yes; that makes it better still; the 
money was stuck into a bill for an Indian treaty! [im- 
mense laughter.] just when the gentleman had gone 
home delighted at the great saving he had accom- 
plished, (loughter;) and that was the end of the gen- 
tleman’s expedients for economizing, at that time.— 
He renewed, I believe, something of the same sort 
the following session. 

Mr. Ingersoll. Yes, and we carried it. In an ap- 
propriation for the current year the secretary propo- 
sed the same amount. 

Mr. .@dams. And I take it for granted 

Mr. Ingersoll. They did very well without the 
money; justice, I believe, was administered the bet- 
ter, for it. 

Mr. 4dams. And I take it for granted that we 
shall find the gentleman’s plans result now pretty 
much in the same way as they did then. My objec- 
tion is to the gentleman’s principle. He will have 
the house assume not only its own sins, but the sins 
of the executive also. I hope that the resolution of- 
fered by the gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 





world, and all it does 1s to devise means of spending| Hale) will be followed up, so that we shall made a 


the public money. I do not think so. 


charged this, noteven on Mr. Van Buren’s adminis- | 
And as | 


tration. Jt is not there that the evil works. 
to this house, as I said, congress has no other means 
to control executive expenditures but by refusing the 
money. You must get the report of a committee, 
and then cut short the appropriations. And that is 


| just what we did. That is what the gentleman from 


lennessee (Mr. Cave Johnson) set forth with so much 
zeal, and in consequence a large reduction was effect- 


}ed in the army and elsewhere, as any one may see if 


he compares what we gave with what we were ask- 
ed to give. We both cut off existing sources of ex- 
penditure, and cut down still more largely sources 
proposed to us. And I hope that, on the present oc- 
casion, the gentleman from New Hampshire will not 
be diverted or at all turned aside from his purpose by 
the little attempt of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia to throw him off by proposing to inquire if we 
use too many pens, and wafers, and bits of sealing 
wax; for we never shall find, here, any thing else to 
inquire about. I have heard, indeed, some gentlemen 
talk about shortening our sessions; and | have heard 


I never! reduction of this enormous amount of nine millions. 


I do not propose to make it until I know what the 
estimates are, and from whch items the money can 
best be spared. J am not for culting down blindly a 
hundred thousand dollars at a blow. 

Mr. Hale was desirous to address the house, but the 
hour being late, the house adjourned. 


Tuurspay, Dec. 28. Mr. Slidell gave notice that 
he would hereafter ask leave to introduce a bill to 
exempt from duty, cotton imported into the’ United 
States from Texas. : . 

Mr. Morris gave notice for a bill to construct a dry 
dock at the navy yard at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Grider gave notice for a bill for the benefit of 
the devisees of James Rumsey deceased. 

Mr. Levy presented a specification of charges by 
Wm. Wyatt against Samuel J. Douglas, judge of the 
middle district of Florida. Referred to the commil- 
tee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Giddings presented a memorial from Wm. 
Jones, colored man, representing himself to be a pri- 
soner in the U.S. jail at Washington city, born free, 
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city without cause, and was now advertised to be sold 
gsasiave &c. Mr. G. moved to refer it toa select 
committee of five members. 

Mr. Dellet moved that it be laid on the table. WNe- 
gatived by yeas 55, nays 100. ° 


Mr Brodhead moved to fefer it to the committee 
on the judiciary. 

The Speaker decided that the rule required the pe- 
tition to lie over for one day, for discussion. 


Home Squadron. The discussion of Mr. Hale’s re- 
solution with the amendment of Mr. Hamlin, was 
resumed. 

Mr. Hale maintained that now while the annual 
expenditures exceeded the revenue by four or five 
millions of dollars, it was necessary to adopt some 
retrenchments and that the navy especially called for 
them. Appropriations for the navy in the last year 
of Van Buren’s administration were five millions of 
dollars- They were ausmented so as to amount to 
nine millions, for the last 18 months; and now nine 
millions are called for, for the ensuing 12 months, 
being an increase of demand in this department of 50 
per cent. in one year. The army department’s ex- 
penses are estimated at eight millions, and the army 
numbers about 8,000 men, being an average of 1,000 
dollars for every man in it. He was for examining 
details, and for an early adjournment after passing 
the requisite appropriation bills, but gentlemen well 
knew the idleness of talking about retrenching the 
heavy governinent expenditures, by such trivial means 


as curtailing the expenses of congress which all taken | tance from each other. 


together formed but a small sum indeed compared 
with the heavy appropriations for army and navy.— 
To sustain his argument the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had stated not the annual expenses of con- 
gress, but the whole expenses of the whole of the last 
congress, including its three sessions, its long one 
among the rest. What wasthe object of the home 
squadron? [t was idle to say that the coasting trade 
needed it, or any such protection. Mr. H. protested 
against the imputation of desiring to cut down the 
navy. Like other pets, it has been so long petted, 
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that it is now beginning torun away with the patri- | 
mony of the state. It asks for one half of the whole | 
revenues of the government! Its expenditures are | 
enormously increasing. He considered the home| 
squadron and its expenses as utterly useless and worse | 
than useless. [t was useless to keep upa competi- | 
tion with the European governments in vast standing | 
navies. The actual! annual expenditures by Great) 
Britain for her navy, which varied from i810 to 1815 | 
at from 80 to 195 millions of dollars, are at present! 
between 30 and 49,000 000. England has many co- , 
lonies. We have not; and it is idle to undertake to | 
cope with these old nations in the gorgeous display | 
of our flag in foreign seas. Mr. H. was opposed to) 
all lavish expenditures, and those fora useless home | 
squadron afford a suitable subject for the exercise of | 





ene CO LO NE Le — 


abuses existed, but Jet them not staunch the life blood | 
in attempting to correct what were mere abuses, and 
which had been shown to be so in some instances. 
Mr. Morris of Pennsylvania, said he knew perfect- 
ly weil that when once the watchword of economy 
was sounded, when the ery of retrenchment was rais- 
ed, it was a difficult task to make a stand against it: 
it must always be difficult, and to some extent unpo- 
pular, to withstand any measure which carried on its 
face the appearance of reform. But he asked gentle- 
men who were so Joudly in favor of the resolution of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire to look at our 
navy as it now stood. Could they say it was too large? 
too Jarge in proportion toourcommerce? Had the com- 
merce of the country receded? had it declined to such 
a degree as to require so large a reduction of the force 
provided for its defence? Of how many vessels, of all 
descriptions, did the navy now consist? Of sixty-eight 
in ajl, including brigs, schooners, condemned steam- 
ers, and all; of which but fifty-three were fit for actual 
service and as a coasting squadron, to cruise where our 
frigates and sloops of war were in the habit of cruis- 
ing, there were but thirty-nine. With this small force 
we maintained squadrons in the Mediterranean, on the 
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coast of Brazil, onthe coast of Africa, andon the | 
coasts of Europe. In all, direct and indirect, we | 
kept up six different squadrons: dividing, by this num-, 
ber, that of our entire navy, it left as an average but) 
six vessels to a squadron. It was well known, too, | 
that our squadrons ditl not usually cruise in company; | 
the ships were scattered sometimes ata great dis-' 
Thus in regard to our Me- | 
diterranean squadron, while some of the,vessels com- | 
posing it remained at Mahon, others would be found 
at the same time visiting the coast of Egypt, and 
others looking in at the mouth of the Dardsenelles.— 
They were of necessity thus dispersed, just as the 
mercantile marine ofthe country was dispersed.— | 
And while we have butthirty-nine vessels thus en-| 


i gaged, gentlemen cried out that the navy had swollen | 


to such an enormous size, and was rising to sucha 
pitch of grandeur and magnificence, that it was ne- 
cessary without delay to strike at this great arm of 
the national defence. Our commercial tonnage | 
amounted to about a million: being about one-third 
of that of Great Britain. Undoubtedly Great Britain 
needed a very large naval force, extended as her pos- | 


' sessions now were: but Jet itbe remembered that her 


navy was not raised to its present size merely to 


‘guard her distant colonies and naval stations all over 


the world: it was built up just as our American navy 
was built, with the primary purpose of guarding the 
coast, the rivers, and the numerous harbors of Eng!and. 
Our own navy had its origin in the same design. 


Mr. Giddings was in favor of this resolution of in- 
quiry. Within the last five years the navy had cost 
30 millions, of which Ohio, in the proportion of po- 


pulation, had paid over three millions. Net one 


retrenchment. Mrarin had been granted for the protection of the 


Mr. J. R. Ingersoll said, the country needed a navy 
and must have anavy. [le had no objection to the 
resolution however, and an enquiry into the home| 
squadron is especially necessary to give due weight | 
to the report of the secretary of the navy. The so| 
called home squadron i- not limited to the protection 
of our coasting trade; its cruising ground extends far 
beyond our coasts. Mr. I. admitted that he dreaded | 
the influence of the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 
when he (Mr. .4dams,) raised his voice for retrench- | 
ment. Mr. f. did not think tie uavy the appropriate | 
sphere for the extensive exercise of this virtue. 

A word only (continued Mr. |.) in reference to 
another branch of expenditures which had been in- 
troduced into the debate. Efforts had been made to 
retrench the expenses of the judiciary, and the sub- 
ject had been referred to by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr..ddams,) yesterday. Atthat very 
ume to which reference had been made, the com- 
mittee of ways and means had deemed it its duty to 
call on the secretary of the treasury for information 
in regard to the abuses and what might be supposed 
extravagant expenditures in that branch of the gov- 
ernment; and a report of great ability, fullness, mi- 
huteness, had been made at the subsequent session, 
when there had not been time actively to proceed upon 
it. It was contained in the executive document No. 
29, of Jast session, and embodied a mass of informa- 
tion that would enable them to correct those abuses 
if they existed, (and they were very apt to call, with 
regard to the army, the navy, or the judiciary, those 
things abuses which necessarily resulted from the 
lapse of time and the increase of population of our 
Country.) In that report it appeared that the courts 
in three western districts, immediately under the eye 
of the judges, (Judge McLean) did now more business 
than len year ago thie whole of the courts did. God for 
Did (said Mr. I ) hata country of 18,000,000 should | 
not re quire gre alercare and e€Xpense than a country of 
3,000,00U? “Let ali these things be corrected where 





mariners of Lake Erie. 


No appropriation, not a dol- 
lar had been granted 


for aharbor to save from 


ishipwreck or ice the unfortunate marine of the 


Lakes. Mr. G. disclaimed any sectional feeling, 

but would never vote togive nine millions for the 

navy, while the navigating interests of the west 
were thus utterly neglected. The question of naval 

expenses has been forced upon the house too soon. 

The house is not yet prepared for their discussion. 

He would vote to reduce them down from their nine 

to but five millions of dollars. Any reform in con- 

gress eXpenses can amount at most to but a tri- 

fle in comparison. It is only in the great arms of! 
the nation that retrenchment to the tune of mil-| 
lions can be made. But to return to this Home 

Squadron. What had been its employment? The | 
house had heard something from the honorable and | 
veferable gentleman from Massachusetts yesterday | 
touching the design and policy of enlarging it; and | 
any gentleman might see, from looking at the south-! 
ern papers, that the real purpose for which these nu- | 
merous vessels were desired was to protect southern | 
slaves who were crossing the channel at the Baha-| 
mas, and thus obtaining their freedom. Yes: the} 
secretary invoked the executive to put a stop to ne- | 
gro emigration. It was this idea which had so awa- | 
kened the western people. They were anxious to| 
know whether such was indeed the fact or not. And 

when they heard the gentleman from New Hamp- 

shire (Mr. Hale) declare, as one personally interest- 
ed, that this Home Squadron was of no benefit in 
the protection of the coasting trade, they would call, 
louder than ever, to know for what it was to be kept 
up and enlarged? Why, it was but the other day 
that an officer of the government was said to have | 
left his duty to the flag and public service of his 
country to go hunting after fugitiveslaves. Yes: the 
statement was that he had eveu dared to carry that 
flag with him, and that he had prostituted its sacred | 
protection to the base andgkegrading purpose ol huut- | 
ing for fugitive slaves. 
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Mi. Lery here interposed, and explained that they 
were not merely fugitive slaves, but fugitive mur- 
derers. 

Mr. Giddixgs resumed, and expressed his regret 
that he could not speak on the subject before the 
house without necessarily touching on points which 
were painful to the feelings of many gentlemen. No 
task was more unpleasapt to his own feelings: but it 
was his duty to speak what he thought and what he 
knew? The people of Ohio felt that their money 
had beengirawn from their pockets for purposes like 
that he had indicated: that while their own mariners 
and their own lawful commerce were left wholly un- 
protected and left to perish, their money must go to 
build up a Home Squadron to protect the domestic 
slave trade. This, it seemed, was the coasting trade 
which these ships were wanted to protect. He 
trusted, he hoped, that the flag of his country was to 
be subjected to no such vile degradation. Whatever 
was the fact, let the people know it. Let not gen- 
tlemen keepin the dark. If sucha thing was done, 
let it be known. If it wasdone, he declared it to 
be aviolation of the most sacred rights of the peo- 
ple of the free states. He denied all right in con- 
gress to tax the people of Ohio to support and pro- 
tect the slave trade onthe coast. They were arous- 
ed on this subject: their feelings were awake, and 
they were anxious to know whetiser such had indeed 
been the conduct of the government. Their atten- 
tion was wrought up tothe subject. Mr. G. again 
disclaimed being at all actuated by sectional feel- 
ings: buthe must tell the gentlemen from the south 
that his constituents denied that either the African 
or the American slave trade was the commerce of 
the country. The people of Ohio denied it utterly, 
and held that every attempt to involve them in its 


| moral turpitude was an encroachment on their con- 


Stitutional rights. Here he would leave the subject. 


The Speaker presented a letter from Mr. Rhetta 
member of the select committee appointed hereto- 
fore on the joint resolutions of the legislature of 
Massachusetts, declining to serve on that committee, 
Mr. Rhett was excused. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the vacancy thus creat- 
ed inthe number of the committee was ordered to 
be supplied, and the house adjourned. 


Frinay, Dec. 29. The house resumed the consi- 
deration of the petition.presented by Mr. Giddings 
from Wm. Jones, confined in the District jail. + 

Mr. Saunders, of N.C. took ground against the pe- 
titioner. He thought that if he was a free-man he 
could easily enough prove his freedom, or if he should 
be sold he could escape by a writ habeas corpus. He 
suspected that the petitioner was a slave, and found 
it difficutt to prove his freedom, and therefore called 
upon conucress to interfere in his behalf, 

Mr. Giddings said that seventeen years since John 
Randolph had moved a similar petition, and Mr. Mi- 
nor, of Pennsylvania, had in 1828, done the same 
thing. He had bat followed the movement of these 
distinguished gentlemen in moving a select commit- 
tee to act upon the petition he had presented. The 
law under which this person had been 1 nprisoned 
was as old asthe cession of the District of Columbia. 
If for no other cause, for its antiquity it ought to be 
scrutinized by congress. Mr. Giddings declared that 
under the law of the District (an old law of Mary- 
land,) aman might be wantonly thrown into prison 
upon suspicion of beingaslave. He might be retain- 
ed there deprived of his liberty, and he might then 
be sold to pay the costs of imprisonment. 


Mr. Saunders said that such a person could not be 
sold if he could prove his freedom. 

Mr. Giddings remarked that he thought the gentle- 
man had not met the inquiry. Suppose the person 
was proved free, but was unable to pay the costs, 
would not judgment be entered against him; and on 
that judgment would he not be Jiable to be sold into 
Slavery? 

Mr. Saunders. 
he paid the costs. 
Mr. Giddings. 

of these costs? 

Mr. Saunders. Just as adebtor would be. The 
person was cominitted on the probability of his being 
a Slave, and was alierwards discharged on showing 
that he was a free-man upon the paymeats of his 
costs. Would the gentleman have him committed 
to jail forever? ‘Phat was the same principle which 
was in operation with regard to white mens 

Mr. Giddings said that the gentleman was probably 
correct; living ina siave state, he would of course 


No; he was entitled to freedom if 


Was he not liable to the payment 


| know the law, but Le had himself understood it dif- 


ferently. He had understood that the person would 
be liable to be sold for the costs after he had proved 
himself free. But, said he, the law is bad enough, 
viewed in the most favorable aspect. ‘The gentleman 
says the law only applies to slaves. But there is ano- 
ther point which the gentleman did not state. The 
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law presumes every man of a 
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t this house 


a slave, and treats him as such until he proves would receive this petition, refer it to a select com- 
himself free. Yes, sir, if he should bea little darker mittee and repeal a law by which a freeman had 


in the face than the great mass of people around bin, been imprisoned. 


If there were objections to a se- 


this law declares him a slave, and he is thrown into lect committee he had confidence in the love of jus- 
prison as a fagitive from service by any person who, tice and of freedom on the part of the judiciary com- 


pleases to treat him as a slave, or who may 
purehase him ata public sale. 


wish to! mittee to believe they would repeal the law. 
Yet, the gentleman | 


The debate was further continued by Mr. Beards- 


says, he may prove his freedom? This, however, | Jey and Mr. Stetson, of New York. 


might not be a very easy matter for a man born in 
Alabama or Louisiana and arrested here. How shall 
he obtain his tesiimony in a distant state while im- 
mured in the walls of your prison? Suppose the 
honorable gentleman were called on to prove himself 
free to-day, would he be able to do it? Could he 

rgve himself to have been born of free parents?—- 

hat his mother was a free woman? That his an- 
cestors have heretofore been free? 


But suppose he be so fortunate while in jail as to 
obtain the proof, after the accumulation of a hundred 
or a thousand dollars cost? 
der him a bankrupt for life. He is therefore ruined 
by being accused, falsely accused, of having been a 
slave. Is this just, is it in accordance with our sense 
of propriety? 


i 
j 
} 


| 


| 


i 
| 


This amount would ren-. 


The memorial was then after a call for the previ- 
ous question referred by the house to the committee 
on the judiciary. 

The house then went into committee of the whole 
on General Jackson’s fine, and after debate thereon 
adjourned till Tuesday next. 


Tvuespay, Jan. 2. Messrs. Wm. H. Hammett, mem- 
ber elect from the state of Mississippi, and Lucius 
Lyon, member elect from the state of Michigan, ap- 
peared, were qualified, and took their seats. 


Rules of the house. Mr. Adams, from the select 


committee heretofore appointed on the rules, asked 


Does it comport with the refinements | 


of the age? With our views of liberty? Mr. G. dee'ar- 


ed it opposed to American freedom. 
house and the country to undersiand that this law 
was re-enacted by congress, and tts continuance now 
depends upon the will of the people of the free states. 


Although it was originally enacted by the levislature | 


of Maryland more than a century since, yet it had 


heen re-enacted and continued In force by the aet of | 
From) 


congress anproved 27th of February, 1801. 
that dav it beeame the law of conzress; for its con 


tinuance congress 18 still responsible. Werefuse, he 


He desired the | 


suid, to repeal it, and therefore prefer a continuance | 


of its effects 

Mr. G. stated that when “his subject was before 
the house at the last session many slaveholders ex- 
pressed their wish for its repeal. 
do not recollect of but one gentleman from the south 
who manifested a hostility to its repeal, and that gen- 


tleman is not now in his seat. le said from the 


Indeed, said he T 


feeling manifested yesterday, and from the apparent | 


temper and disposition of the house to-day, he Juded 
that he law would be repealed without unnecessary 
delay. The gentleman from North Carolina had said 
that the people of the District were in favor of the 
law. 
here were obtained, three out of four would be found 
opposed to its continuance. 

‘The debate was continued by Mr. Davis, of New 
York, and Mr. Haralson, of Georgia. 


Mr. G. believed thatif the voice of the people | 


Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, said he was for the re-| 


ference of the memorial to the committee on the jus 
diciary with instructions to report what the law now 


in force is, and whether amendments ouziit not to be | 


made to the law. If it was true that persons could 
be sold to pay the expenses of imprisonment in the 
District of Columbia, it was not true in Georgia. 


le ive to make a report, for the purpose of having it 
printed. Mr. Reding objected. 

The objection being persisted in, the report was 
not received. 


Jackson’s fine. On motion of Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, 
the house resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Davis, of Indiana, in 
the chair,) and resumed the consjderation of the bill 
to refund the fine imposed on General Andrew Jack- 
son by Judge Hail. 

For which bill Mr. Stephens had offered a sub- 
stitute, providing that the sum of $1000, with inter- 
est at the rate of six percent. from the 3lstof March, 
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as above all his victories, and as destroying a hydra- 
monster we never could have gotten rd of without a 
second revolution. He was prepared to vote for the 
bill as it stood; but, after the speech of Mv. Barnard 
he should proposegexpressly to insert the word “yn. 
justly” before the word ‘gmposed.” (The reporter 
did not understand him as making that motion, how- 
ever.) 

Mr. Grider, of Ky., next spoke in vindication of 
the judiciary, assailed by the last speaker. 

Mr. Dean, of Ohio, next delivered a strenuous 
speech in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Peyton, of Tenn., next addressed the house.— 
It was not my purpose (said he) to have said a single 
word on this subject; it was my wish to vote for the 
bili before the house, the purport of which is simply 
to refund to General Jackson the fine imposed on 
him at New Orleans by Judge Hall, without having 
any debate upon it whatever. J] regret that gentlemen 
have felt themselves called on take a different course, 
and notcontenting themselves with a restoration of 
the fine to Gen. Jackson, and studied high-wrought 
eulogiums upon his character, have heaped mountains 
of abuse upon the character and motives of the de- 
ceased Judge. Is this just? Is it right? Is it required 
that, in order to do honor to Gen. Jackson, we should 
trample upon the judiciary, and prostrate this great 
bulwark of our institutions—this safest repository 
of our liberties, upon which depend our lives, our 
property, and the peace and good order of society? 
Is it necessary to invade the'sanctuary of the grave, 
and hyena-like, dig up the bones of the dead, and 
blacken them all over with the rankest abuse, the most 
No,sir,no! It isnot. J, for 


‘one, shali not do it: nor do [ feel myself called on to 


1815, be given, granted, and appropriated to and for | 
the use and benefit of Gen. Jackson; but that nothing | 
in the said bill contained should be construed as im- | 
plying a censure on Judge Hall, or as in any way 


guestioning the propriety of his decision in that 
case, 


Mr. Barnard was entitled, to the floor, and address- | 
ed the committee at length, mainly in reply to a 


speech of Mr. Slideli 


warmly in favor of the original bill. 

Mr. Kennedy, of [a., followed in vehement support 
of the bill. He had supposed that the public willin 
this matter had been so fully and clearly expressed 
that congress had only to act; but it had pleased the 

gentlemen to debate the question, and attribute the 
| whole movement to party tactics. As to what had 


| been said by the gentleman from New York (Mr. 


Barnard) about the majority being unable to lick the 
question into sueh a shape that it would pass the 
other branch of the legislature, he should attempt no 
licking, but to declare that the fine had been taken 
unjustly and traitorously from General Jackson, and 
must be returned to him. Mr. K., speaking of the 


/respect which was claimed for the judiciary, said 
the judiciary was entitled to respect just as long as 


Mr. S. expressed his great surprise, that gentlemen | 


should become so much excited upon a question of | 


this character. He found the stability of the union 
discussed upon a question like this, and to his surprise 
gentlemen from the cast, west, north and south be- 
came excited upon this subject. Why should they be? 
Was the union to be dragged into every discussion 
of this character; and could not a question of so tri- 
vial character be presented without endangering the 
union? 


Mr. Adams said he could not help comparing this | 


incident with one that occurred here in the 27th con 
gress. Mr. White, of Louisiana, then introduced a 
bill regulating arrest on mesne process in this city. 


The bill was read a first and second time, and the | 


rules of the house were suspended to act upon 1t.— 
An effort was made to defeat the bill, but it was re- 


jected and the bill passed 135 to 35. The bill was| 


passed in half an hour after it had been introduced. 
The vecasion of this precipitation gentlemen would 
remember. Under the laws of this District a citizen 
of Louisiana was in jail here, and the house were in- 
flamed by the fact. 
freeman. 
was the only difference in the case. Mr. A. said his 
mind had been painfully called to the scene in the 
house at that time. A freeman had now sent his pe- 
tition here stating that he had been imprisoned for 
two months, and that he was now advertised to be 
sold for jail fees. 
nia, and yet there was to be no interest in his rights 
or his freedom. Members were told that they had 
no power to act upon this subject—that it was a judi- 


cial question—that it could not be considered. Nosuch | 


argument was heard during the 2ith congress. A 


white citizen of Louisiana wasiiprisoned then. Aco-| 


Jored extizen of Virgimia was imprisoned now. Mir. 
A. ardently hoped that alter this exhibition of the 


The citizen imprisoned was a! 
Hie was a white man it was true, and that) 


This man was a citizen of Virgi-| 


it showed respect to the will and opinions of the 
American people, and no longer; and for himself he 
believed it quite as corrupt as any other department 
of this or any other government. ‘This irreverence 
| might be attributed to his having once been a black- 
| smith; but as a practising member of the bar he had 
| been taught it by his own observation and experience. 
As tothe bill being stopped at the other end of the 
|capitol, gentlemen should remember that a similar 
| bill had once passed the senate; and if that body 
| should now reject it, it would only show that there 
existed in this country a party which never learned 
-and never forgot, and which the indignation of the 
American people would hurl into atoms if it dared 
resist their will. He considered the national trea- 
sury as cankered by the thousand dollars which it 
unjustly withheld from the country’s defender, nor 
could it ever prosper as it would, shouid it disgorge 
this ill-gotten gain. Hescouted Mr. Barnard’s pa- 
'rallel between the public services of Judge Hall and 
Gen. Jackson, declaring it as his full conviction that 
there were a certain class of men in this country who 
never had forgiven and never would forgive General 
Jackson for whipping the English at New Orleans. 
lt was not pleasing to see one’s friends whipped be- 
fore one’s face. Adverting to the fact that Judge 


Hall had two maiden sisters in the city, he dwelt up- 
|on it as aggravating the criminality and odiousness 


of his character ina sevenfold degree, and marking it 
as dark and damnable. General Jackson ought to 
have hung him on the first gibbet in the public 
square. Mr. K. attributed the fine to a mean feeling 
of revenge, and spoke with great scorn of the fears 
of the Judge when sitting to inflict it. 
back-handed lick at a hero they never could reach 
| in the field. Mr. Kt. went into an impassionate eu 
logy on the General, and then declared that all his 
/acts as a soldier were eclipsed by his acts in the Pre- 


‘sidentia! chair, characteri@fpg his war on the bank | 


say aught against General Jackson. I feel as much 
pride in his military fame as any of those who are 
making so much noise about it J regard his milita- 
ry fame as a national property, in which you and | 
and every man in this country have an interest. But 
Jam not quite sure that those who are most active 
and clamorous about this fine are the best guardians 
of the General’s fame. | believe that they are mere 


| pretenders; that they are going for themselves and 


It was a 


Mr. Dawson, of La., arose in reply and spoke for their party, and not for General Jackson or their 
country. 


}f this stain, as they call it, on the bright 
escutcheon of Jackson has been preying like a vulture 
upon their vitals, why have they not been restive be- 
fore now? Why have they suffered it to remain, cor- 
roding, rusting, and eating like a cancer into the very 
vitais of General Jackson’s fame for thirty long 
years, without an effurt to expunge i? Sir, you were 
in power iwelve long years, and not a word was ever 
heard about this stain. Why did you notthen clamor 
as Joud as you do now, to have it washed out? Your 
plea is that Gen. Jackson was then in power, and 
delicacy forbad that this matter should then be agitat- 
ed. isut what pretext have you for your negligence 
during the reign of Mr. Van Buren! Was delicacy 
ig thie way then? Did you regard him as the only 
vay Ba politicalson of the General, and thatis was 
indelicate for the son to act in behalf of the charac- 
ter of the father? It seems to me that this was tle 
most propitious time for erasing the stain; lime was 
precious; many of those who had witnessed the trans- 
action had gone down to the grave; others were dal- 
ly following them, and the memories of the survivors 
were daily and hourly growing more and more dim 
and forgetful of the facts and circumstances of that 
important event. Why did you not act then? Because 
sir, you did not care one fig about it. Jt has all been 
the result of an afterthought. You were then rich, 
strong, and proud—your political capital was at “the 
flood,” and you needed the aid of no such humbug. 
You are now poor, bankrupt, humble, timid, and, 
like drowning men, you are catching at straws. Mr. 
Van Buren was a mere political parasite, a branch 
of misletoe, that owed its cievation, its growth, nay, is 
very existence, to the tall trunk of an aged hickory ; but 
so soon as it was attempted to transplant it and force 
it to live upon its own resources, independent of 
hickory sap, it shrunk, and withered, and died; and 
you have now found out that the only mode of re- 
storing it to its former elevation and vigor, is to eall 
to its aid the strength and support and sustenance ot 
the same old hickory. ‘This, sir, is the secret of ail 
this clamor about this fine. itis intended for poulli- 
cel effect, for politreal capital, and for no other pur- 
pose under the sun. ‘This | regret exceedingly, and 
itis tobe deeply regretted by the whole counuy, 
and especially by the true friends of Gen. Jackson. 

But, as his friends, or those who have taken 1t up- 
on themselves to become the peculiar keepers of lis 
fame, and the representatives of the feeling» und 
wishes of General Jackson on this subject, ask tor 
the money, I say Jet them have it; although | believe 


it is striking down one of the proudest monuments 


of his glory—although these injudicious or pretend- 
ing friends are selling the mighty space of his large 
honor “for so much trash as may be grasped thus. 
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This act which you are now about to reverse, was 
the crowning glory of that great man’s brilliant ca- 
reer, who won for himself at New Orleans immortal 
honor, and for his country imperishable renown. His 
military fame is the pride of the nation. Is it-not a, 
shame that it should, by political manceuvering, be | 
placed in the scale, to be balanced against a few) 
dollars and cents? In ali time to come our children 
could have pointed back with pride and exultation to. 
this noble, this godlike sacrifice; the conquering ge-| 
neral, surrounded by his victorious soldiers, fresh | 
from the field of his glory, bowing in dignified sub- 
mission to the laws and civil tribunals of his country. 
What a spectacle! Worthy of the admiration of | 
mankind to the end of time. This act stands out 
above all others in his eventful life. It is the Andes 
of his glory, upon which posterity will gaze in after 
ages, when all the rest of his renowned feats shall | 
have been forgotten or eclipsed. Is it not humilia- 
ting that this brightest flower in the wreath of his! 
fame. which should be cherished as one of the price- | 
less jewels of the nation, should thus be tarnished | 
for the sake of a few votes for an unworthy and ambi- 
tious aspirant to power, from which he has been 
once so signally and justly ejected by an indignant 
people? But, in God’s name, if they want the mo- 
ney, let them have it. 

Mr. Weller moved that the committee rise; which 
motion prevailing, the commitee*trose and reported 
progress, 

The rules. Mr. Adams, by general consent, made 
a report from the select committee on rules, which, 
on motion of Mr. A., was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. dams also moved that the subject be made 
the special order of the day for this day week; which 
motion was rjected. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, on leave given, reported a 
resolution from the committee on public lands, pro- 
viding for the printing of the report of the commis- 
sioner of the general land office, and of 10 000-ex- 
tra copies thereof; the resolution was adopted. - 

Mr. Elmore moved that the committee of elections 
be authorized to employ a clerk at the public ex 
pense. A discussion, at a very late hour, arose on | 
this proposition, Messrs Houston and Carroll speak- | 
ing thereto. ‘ 

The remarks of Mr. C. gave rise to some questions 
of order, which were not disposed of when the house | 
adjourned. | 








Wepnespay, Jan. 3. Mr. Adams introduced a re-! 
solution which was adopted, calling upon the Pre- | 
sident for copies of all the instructions given by 
the government to the squadron upon the coast of 
Africa, and als» copies of all instructions (if in the 
possession of the President) given by the government 
of Great Britain to the British squadron. 

Mr. Hudson, of Massachusetts, offered a resolution 
calling upon the committee of wavs and means to re- 
port as to the expediency of reporting a bill paying 
the Massachusetts claim against the United States 
for militia services. 

Mr. .ddams offered a second resolution calling for 
information as to the condition of the Smithsonian 
fund and the interest received upon it. Adopted. 


Mr. Hunt, of N. Y. offered joint resolutions to 
amend the constitution by establishing the one term 
principle in the electign of President of the United 
States. Mr. H. moved'to refer it to the committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, objected to the con- 


} 


sideration of the resolution and under the rule it was} 


laid over. . 

A resolution was offered by Mr Benton to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the present militia 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. Stetson offered a resolution, providing for a re- 
consideration of the vote by which the house had 
refused to make the report of Mr. dams from the 
committee on the rules, the special order for Tues- 
day next. 

Mr. Boyd moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
This motion failed—yeas 80, nays 87. This resolu- 
tion giving rise to debate, was then Jaid over. 

On motion of Mr. Hungerford, 

Resolved, ‘That a seiect Coimmitiee be appointed on re- 
(renchment, whose duty it s!all be to exainine, as far as 
practicable, the ameunt paid by the zovernment to each 
and every person for services as officers or agents, and 
including members of congress; the nature and amount 
of such services; and to recommend such increase or 
decrease of compensation as they shall deem equitable; 
and further to recommend the discharge of all such per- 
Sons in the pay of the government whose services Cati, 
in their opinion, be dispensed with. 

Mr. Barnard offered a resolution in favor of ex 
tending relief to the nearest relatives of the officers 
and crew of the United States schooner Grompus. 

A joint resolution was introduced by Mr. Frick, re- 
quiring the secretary of the senate and the clerk of 
the house co procure in all cases work of American 








| topographical engineers. 


manufacture for the use of the capitol, when sneh 
work can be procured cheaply and as good as the 
foreign articles. Objections were made, and the re- 
solution was laid over. 

Mr. Morris, of Pennsylvania, on leave introduced a 
bill which was referred to the committee on naval 
affairs, to erect a dry dock at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Ingersoll introduced a bill relating to copy- 
rights, which was ordered to be printed and refer- 
red to the select committee raised upon that sub- 
ject. 

Mr. Ingersoll introduced a resolution which was 


adopted instructing the committee on the judiciary 


to inquire into the expediency of empowering judges 
to take certificates in the case of fugitives from la- 
bor. 

Among other bills introduced were a bill to amend 
the several acts authorising the post office depart- 
ment, and a bill extending the provisions of the act 


‘granting half pay and pensions to certain widows. | 


They were read twice and referred. The act last 
mentioned eXpires on the 4th of March next. 


Mr. Steenrod introduced a bill providing for a con- 
tinuation of the Cu uberland road, and another for 
the proper compensation of pension agents. Both 
twice read and referred. 


Resolutious were also introduced by Mr. Reding 
that the clerk furnish what may equal three daily 
yapers to each member during the session. 
over. By Mr. Winthrop, into the expediency of 
modifying the act concerning consuls, so as to se- 
cure the executi n of the wills of seamen dying 
abroad and exe »pt masters of vessels fron contribu- 
tion to the fund for the relief of foreign seanen. By 
Mr. Barnard, call for the report of Capt. Huches, 
Adopted. By Mr. Pratt, 
that the seeretary of the treasury furnish yearly an 
annual statement of the returns of all the banks of 
the union, &e. Liesover. By Mr. Leonard. printing 
of the illustrations of Mr Espy’s report. Lies over. 
By Mr. Clinton, authority to the clerk to distribute to 
the members the extra copies of the census of 1840 
remaining in his office. Adopted. By Mr. Elmer, 
inguiring into the expediency of a breakwater on the 
Delaware side of the Delaware bay. Adopted. By 
Mr. Ingersoll, inquiry of expediency of granting to U. 
S. consuls in Turkey jurisdiction in civil controversies 
between American citizens in that country. Adopt- 
ed. By Bidlack, inquiry into the use of anthracite 
coal in the navy. Lies over. By Mr. Wilkins. in- 
quiry into expediency of constructing additional iron 
steamers onthe Ohio. Adopted. By Mr. Clingman, 
granting authority to the secretary of the treasury to 
pay sums awarded by the commissioners under the 
Cherokee treaty of 1835, and 1836. Adopted. By 
Mr. Thomasson, inquiry into expediency of providing 
by law that all removals from office shail have the 
reasons therefor assigned. Lies over. By G. Davis, 
inquiry whether Jesse Hoyt has not violated tne act 
for the safe-keeping of the public money. Lies over. 
By Mr. Boyd, inquiry into expediency of a naval de- 
pot on the Ohio or Mississippi. Adopted. By Cave 
Johnson, ail information from our agents abroad on 
the article of tobacco. Adopted. By Mr. Blackwell, 
various inquiries in relation to the printing of the late 
and present congress. Adopted. Mr. Hamlin intro- 
duced a bill to censtitute the counties of Penobscot 
and Piscataquis, in the state of Maine, into a new 
collection district, and to establish Bangor, in said 
county of Penobscot, a port of entry. 


Mr. Milton Brown gave notice that he would at 
some early day ask leave to introduce a bill to divide 
the United States into two military districts. 


The Tariff. Mr. Rhett introduced a resolution in- 
structing the committee of ways and means to report 
a Dill reducing all duties on imports over thirty per 
cent, ad valorem to that amount; and providing for a 
final reduction, within two years, to twenty percent. 
ad valorem, with such discriminations below this 
maximum as purposes of revenue shall require. 

Mr. R. demanded the previous question; on which 
motion the vote stood: Ayes ‘81, noes 40. So there 
was a second. 


And the main question (on the adoption of the re- 
solution) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. Barnard asked the yeas and nays thereon, 
which were ordered; aid, being taken, resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Belser, E. J. Black, James A. Black, 
Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Burt, Caldwell, Camphell, Reuben 
Chapman, Angustus A. Chapman, Cobb, Coles, Cullom. 
Daniel, J. W. Davis, Dawson, Douglass, Duncan, Dun- 
bar, Ficklin, Giimer, Hale, Hammett. Haralson, Herrick, 
Holmes, Houston, Hughes, James B. Hunt, Jameso, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, Mc- 
Chormand, McConnell, McDowell, Mathews, Owen, 
Payne, Petit, Relfe, Rheu, Saunders, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Simith, Sules, Taylor, Taompson, Weller, Went- 
worth, Woodward—67. ~ | 


Lies | 
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NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Barringer, Burnard, 
Beardsley, Benton Bidla: k Jumes Black. Bossier Jacob 
Bri kerhoff. Brodhea!. Milton Brown, Cary, Carlin, 
Chilton, Clinaman Collhaner, Cranston, Dana, Garrett 
Davis, R.D Davis Deas Deberrv. Dickey, Diekinsen, 
| Dillingham, Dromerde. Ellis. Elmer, Farlee, Fish. Flo- 
rence, Foot, French. Frick. Giddings, W. Green, By- 
rem Green, Grider, Hamlin, Hardin, Harper. Henley, 
Hubbell, Hudson, Hongerford. Washington Hunt, 
Charles J Ingersoll, Joseph R. Irgersoll, Irvin, Jenks, 
| Gave Johnsen, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 

George W. Jones Preston King, Daniel P Kino. Kirk- 
pope Lyon, McClellan, MeTlvaine, McKuyv, Marsh, 





Moore, Edward J Morris, Morse, Wosely, Nes, News 

ton, Parmenter, Paterson, Pevton, Elisha RP otter, 
| Rameey. Rathbun, Charles M. Read. D.S. Reid, Rit- 
ter, Rodnev, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, 
Sechenek. Senter, S veranee Thomas H Seymour. Da- 
vid L. Seymour, Simons, Slidell A. Smith. Caleb B. 
Smith, S eenrod, Stephens Sretsan A Stewart, J. Stew- 
'art, Stone, Svkes. Thomasson. T:bhatts. Tilden Tyler, 
Tance, Vanme ter, Vin'on, Wheat n W hive, Williams, 
| Wilkins, Wi throp. Joseph A Wright—I112, 
| So the resolution was rejected. 
; 
| 
' 





Mr. Black, of Georgia olfered a resolution in- 
structing the committee of wavs and means to re- 
porta bill, as soon as practicable, revising the pre- 

sent tariff, and imposing duties on imports on te pring 
ciple of revenue only. And Mr. B. de nanded the 
previons question. On which motion the vote stood: 

Ayes 92, noes not counted. So there was a second. 
| Apd the main question (on the adoption of the re- 
solution) was ordered to be now taken. 

Vir. King, of Massachusetts, asked the yeas and 
nays thereon, which were ordered; and, being taken, 
resulted as follows: 

Y fAS—Messres Belser, 
Jens A Boek, Blac! 


30 fan, EF Iward J B} ck, 
ved, Bossier, Bower, Bow io. Boyd 
Brown, Wim J 


Brinkerhoff, Aaron V Brown Burke, 
Buri, Cakiwell Camph Reauher Chipmas Augustus 
A. Chapmaes Choroa, Cobb. Coles, Cullom, Davtel J. 
W. Davis, Daose Dera, Deller, Douglass. Duneas, 
Duolap Farlee. Piek‘io, Giiner, Hale. Hamlin. Hame 
me't, a ipmlann, H rrick EI i Wes, i] wre, Hy sito, 


erford, Jacces B. Hant Jameson, Cave 

Jones. Kennedy, Leonard: Lewis, Lu- 
eas, Luenpkin, Lyon, MeCanslen,.$McClernand Me- 
Connell, MeDovell Mie Kay. Moore. Norris, Owen, 
Payne, Pe 1, Pratt, D wid § Reid, Re rae, Relte, 
Rhett, St Joho. Sau ders Thomas H. Sevinour, Sinp- 
son, Slidell, ‘Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Seenrod, 
John Stewar, Sales. Taylor, Thompson, Weller, Weat- 
worth, Wood vard—83 

NAYS—Messrs. 4\dams Andersen, Ashe, Barring. 
er, Baroard, Beardsley, Bidlack, James Bloek. Broad. 
head, Milton Brown. Cary, Catlin. Chilton, Clingman, 
Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Garrett Davis, Richard D. 
Davis, Deberry. Dickinson, Dillingham, Dromvoole, 
Ellis Blaier. Fish Florence, Foot. French. Friek. Wil- 
lis Green, Byram Green, Grider, Hardin. Harper, Hub- 
bell, Hudson, Washingion Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R I gersoll, Irvin, Perley B. Johnson, Preston, 
King. Daniel P. King, Kirkpatriek, MeClellan, Mell- 
viine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Moseley. Newton, 
Parmenter, Pevton, BE. R. Potter. Rathbun, Charles VM, 
Reed, Ritter, Rodnev. Rogers, Russell, Sample.Schenck, 
Senter. Severanee, David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert 
Smith, ©. B. Smith, Ssephens, Andrew Stewart, S one, 
Svkes, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tvler. Vance, Vanmeter, 
Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilkins, Win- 
throp, Jos. A. Wright—S84, 

So the resolution was rejected. 


Hasves, Hue 
Jounson.G. W 


Congressional districts. Mr. 4. V Brown, in pur- 
suance of notice heretofore given, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill repealing the second 
section of the actcommonly known as the appor- 
tionment law. [The second section is that which 
provides for representation by single districts.] The 
bill having been read twice, 

Mr. .2. V. Brown moved that it be referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr, Campbell moved its reference to the commit- 
tee of elections. 

The question having been taken first on the motion 
of Mr. .2. V. Brown, 1t was agreedto. So the bill 
was referred to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Sub-treasury. Mr. Duncan offered the following re- 
solution, on which he demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
and they are hereby instructed to report to this house, 
atas early day as possible,a bill to provide for the col- 
lection, safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
public revenue, containing such provisions, guards, and 
securifies as will best effect the objects herein specified, 
and todisconnect the government from all banking in- 
stitutions 

Adopted by 110 yeas to 58 nays. 

The tariff. Mr. McDowell, offered the following 
resoiution, on which he demanded the previous 
question: 

Rosolved, That the cominittee of ways and means be 
instructed to report a bil so modifying the present tariff 
as to provide a revenue sufficient for the wants of the 
government, economically administered, and with such 
discriminations #s look to that object and no other 

And pending the question, the house adjourned. 
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BusINEss REVIEW. Amongst the most agreeable of 
business items which we have recently noticed, is that of 
a disposition actually manifested in sundry of the legis- 
latures of our republic for transacting business, instead of 
squandering time and the people’s money in everlastiug 
talk. ‘The legislature of South Carolina, fur instance, 
have terminated their annual session in 20 days. The 
Indiana legislature have resolved to adjourn on the 15h. 
Some of the standing committees, but a few days since 
appoluted, are already bringing forward irmportant mea- | 
sures in the legislature of Maryland,—and_ in congress, 
as will be seen by the proceedings inserted in this num- 





ber, voting, instead of debating, seems to be the order of | prise 10,193 bbls. and 336 half bbls. 


the day. ‘T'rue, precipitate legislation is apt to be worse | 


than no legislatiun. 


topic. Amongst the topics tor legislation this session, 
several have been so long, so often, soearnestiy debated, 
that it may truly be said that “argument is exhausted,” | 
and when that is the case, decision, and action should be 
prompt. In the indebted states, for iInsiance, the neces- 
sity for effective measures 10 retrieve credit, is too mani- 
fest to admit of further question. ‘The inducements are 
equally manifest. Such measures as have already been 
taken, have rapidly enhanced the value of state stocks. 
‘The states have but to exert their own energies to a rea- 


sonable extent, and every one uf then will soon be re- | 


cognized as no less worthy of credit than it ever was; 
nay more so,—having demonstrated what recuperative 
energies they really possess. 

Money remaius superabundant in the banks of the 
principal cities, seeking employinent at as iow as 3} 


: Due time should be allowed to de- | bbls. into bbls., comprised 511,106 Howard street. 222.- 
liberate. Brt there is reason in all things,—even_ in the | 113 city mills, and 27,000 Susquehanna—total 560,431 
length and number of speeches required to elucidate a | barrels. 


‘ed by the Hibernia, state that the stock @egistered in 
| London, on which the canai loan is to be assessed 
|/ amounts to $3,000.000. The amount registered hb: ‘e is 
;one 
being the proceeds of 124 per cent. stipulated to be ap- 
‘plied to the construction of the canal in the interval pre- 
ceding the meeting of the legislature. 


per cetit.—specie continues to accumulate,—business is | 


~ . 


mostly done for cash or at very close credits. 
anxiously seeking for means of investment, and aceu- 
mulates inthe hands of the real owners, because the 


Capital is | __ . ! 
_N. H., propose to pay back to their stockholders $100 on 


people seem determined to pay off their debts as fast as | 


they can, and avoid contracting new ones. 
changes are a fraction In our favor, because the cotton 
growers re‘use present oilers, calculating ona rise in con- 
sequence of a shert crop, and foreign agents refuse to ad- 
vance the price. Domestic exchanges are charged with 


tions. Prices of flour, tobacco, provisions, and other 
staples are subjecied to no sudden fluctuations. The 
supply of both foreign and domestic gouds, without be- 
ing heavy, is ample tur the demand, and sales are made 
at very small profits. Very few beavy sacrifices are now 
submitted tu. A fair businessis anticipated in the spring, 
yet orders are given with caution. The home supply of 
goods uf almost all kinds, renders a heavy stock from 
abroad rather a precarious adventure ‘We are all anx- 
ious pow to avoid debt, foreign debts, especially. 
Chrisimas holidays seem to have been more gene- 
rally observed and enjoyed this season than for many 
years past, and though in too many instances the sirict 
line of propriety has not been duly observed, yet the ag- 
gregate -of innocent hilarity and enjoyment has been 
beyond estimate. ‘Sant: Claus and all the Chriskindal 
family have vised every where in their best hamor.— 
leaving impressions upon their juvenile audiences that 


boreign ex. | 


py fruits of the system are seen in the unfailing profita- 


: | follows: 
the mere expense of transmission, with but few excep- | 


will remain as happy resGug pimces tor meniory, ail their | 


lives. _Masks,in fancy dresses, were tmumerous, add 
a pleasing novelty to the sucial ecircle,—oue hos 
that is of too dangerous a tendency to alow to vecoine 
fashionable. 
atthe White House, amonyst the juveniles 
Pie Hudson tor a lew 
far up as Albany, but on the Ist just. New York boats 
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One of those lancy exhibitions took place | , ' - 
Sesh ops dtd the ri vt hae i burg and Jackson railroad for the three quariers of thi 


‘ittsburg;—uon the 380th ult. 13 feet atiy * . A Q7* 
Pittsburg; A one ta uit, 40 deel aly iis road was 62.434; amount of receipts »40,973., 
| ; y oe Aanri H +¢ eseurt oer Qi» 

=e irunning expenses Guriig the same period, were $12,- 
/ . ’ etarn -cured j the east o7 h : wht o th ‘oe ere ale : ft 9 
A snow storm occured at the ¢ ) the night of the 1000, making the nett earnings of the 


beyoud the viilluve of the ii ldsvll. ihe | 


c } > steal ‘ . P i i» . N Sas « 
29:h ult., which obstructed the railroad travel! in Massa- | 


clusetis. 

A New York paper says:—*The amount of merchan- 
dise cleured tor the interwr of the state this year conic 
pared with the last, exbibils a grea! increase, being near- 
ly three Ume the quanuty. “Vhe advancement of the 
westin wealth, is of the utmost iinportance to all other 
paris of the Union. Cn them advancement depeads the 
certainty of trade and the prosperity of commerce.” 


Bank or THE U. Srares, oF Pennsytvania. The an- 
nual meeting of stocKhviders tuvk place ou the Ist ist. 
‘Their statement Suuws thelr foreigu Indebteduess, Jan- 
uary 1843, to have been reduced $2,189,927 81, and iow 
aimouats tv $12,604,190 26. 


THE BANKS, are now making their annual exhibits as 
of the Isi January, 1844. Those of tue siate of Mary- 
land are made (to the treasurer ol We state, under vuln. 
‘lhe statements of the. banks of the city of Baitiumure, 
£0 made, are puuished, aud snow that in tne ugurebvie 
they have more ian (Wo doilaers Of specie I Weir vaults 
jorevery dollar of their notes i 
condiuon to enable them to relieve the people of notes 


under live doilars. 


Corron. Prices firm, with rather an upward tenden- 
cy. At Charlesion,S. ©., during last week, the receipts 
were 11,415, and the experts 3,005 bales; on hand and 
sii.p- board 47,759 bales. ‘he stock at N. Orleans on 
the 220 ult. ammuunted to 151,339 


JUS, 


The receipts of cotton at Augusta and Elamburg, Geo., 
from Ist September to’ 3lst December, 114,035; . ship- 
ments 71,391; stock on hand 50,045 bales. 

By the arrival of the Burgundy, we learn that the cot- 
ton market at Havre was firm and active. The Auster- 
litz, with 1,563 bales, and the Mary Kimbale, trom 
Charleston, with 2,600 bales, had armved. Arrivals of 
the week ending 8th December, 5,269 bales. Sales 7,421 
bales. Stock on hand 92,000 bales. 

Four, inspected in the city of Richmond during the 
quarter ending 3lst December. 1843;--68,768 bbls. su- 
perfine, 2,640 half bbis. do. 2.973 bbls. fine, 1,733 do. 
middlings, 3,554 do. condemned. 

The inspections of the last week in Baltimore, com- 


The inspections of the year 1843, reducing 26,415 half 


Prices range from $4,25 to $4,37. 


4 . , 
Tus Inurnors anD Micnican Cana. Letters receiv- 


million. This secures the advance of S5vu,000, 


[N. ¥. Jour. Com. 


Manvracrories. The Middlesex Woollen Manufac- 
turing Company at Lowell, have declared a dividend of 
25 per cent. This is extra, andis from profits aceumu- 
lated besides the usual semmi-annual dividends. Sales 
were made of this stock on Tuesday, 26th, at 10 per 
cent. advance—dividend off. 

The Jackson Manufacturing Company at Nashville, 


each share, and thus reduce their capital stock. 
Rartroaps. The New England railroads are manag- 


ed with great efficiency and strict economy, and the hap- 


bleness of the works themselves. ‘The dividends for the 
past six months, just declared by these companies, are as 
Capital. 


Roads. Div’d Am’. Cur’t prices. 





Lowell 1.800.000 4 p. c. 72,000 120 
Wrareeste> 2.700.000 3 81.000 117 
[astern 2.200.000 3 65.000 108 
Providence 1.800.008 3 54,000 108 
Bostonand Maine 1,200,000 3 36,000 107 
Nashua, 400.000 4 16 000 130 
New Bedford 403,000 3 12,000 O7 
TT’. unton branch 250.000 5 12,500 }20 
Charlestown branch 250.030 0 7,500 63 
$11,000,000 $357,000 


average, but short of the erop of 1842, particalarly in the 
counties east of this, as Spencer, Shelby, Henry, T'rim- 
ble, Carroll, Owen, Garrard, and Madison, a portion of 
the crop was destroyed by frost?’ The same was the 
case in Indiana and Missouri, in both of which states 
the crop is short nearly one-half. We understand that 
Missouri tobacco has lost the reputation it had in Virgi- 
nia last year tor making chewing tobacco. It is suid 
now to be neglected altogether by the manufacturers 
there. In this state it is considered admirable for che w- 
ing. Whats the cause of this change of opinion in Vir- 
ginia ” 

Treasury nores. Amount officially reported outstand- 
ing on the 2d inst. $3,375,222 07. 

U. S. REVENUE COLLECTED aT Boston, during the year 





1843, om + . - . $3.465,653 36 
During the year 1842, ° 2,780,186 04 
Excess over last year, - $65,467 32 


The receipts of the 4th quarter of 1543, exceeded fany 
corresponding quarter since 1832, and amounted to $1,- 
020 529. 

Wuate Fisueries or THE U. States. The imports 
of these fisheries into the United States for the year 1842, 
are thus given by the Boston Daily Advertiser. Ships 
and bargues 193, brigs 28, schooners 13, Tota! tonnage, 
67,593. Barrels sperm oil 165,744; do. whale oil 305,861; 
lbs. of bone 1,908,047, 

A REVOLUTIONARY worTHY. Gen. Robinson, died in 
Vermont, aged 90. Me and seven brothers fought at the 
well known battle of Bennington, in 1777, and stood by 
Gen. Stark when he addressed the soldiers at the close 
of the war. Gen. Robinson held the office of constable 
fur JS years—then sheriff, and finally marshal of the U. 
States. 

Henry Cray, reached New Orleans on the 23d ult. 
from Kentucky. He entreats that no display be propvs- 
ed by his friends on the occasion of his visit. He willbe 
detained there some time. 

Exections, to fill the vacancies in the 3d, 6th, and 7:h 
congressional districts of Massachusetts, were again at- 
tempted on the Ist inst. 

Ve have not yet sufficient returns to know the result. 
From appearances, the three whigs will be elected. 

Another attempt is to be made on the 22d _ instant, to 
elect representatives to conuress from the Sth and 7ih 
congressional districts of Maine. 

From the returns received from Georgia, the vacency 
is likely to be filled by D. L. Cuincu, the whig candidate. 

Kenrucky. The general assembly assembled at Frank- 
furt on the 30th ult. The speaker of the senate, Man- 


‘lius V. Thompson, Lieut. Governor, was in_ his seat.—- 


John L. Helm, esq. waselected speaker of the house of 
representatives. 

The legislature assembled in Bos- 
Joseph Quincy, jr. whig, was cho- 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
ton on Wednesday. 





The Utica and Schenectady railroad has paid a regu- 

lar dividend of ten per cent. since its completion in 1835. 
The amount of money received for passengers is over | 
$3,000,000; the amount of dividends paid more than | 
$4,500,000, besides leaving asurplus. Capital $2,000,- 
UO, 
The Utiea and Syracuse railroad, which has been | 
in operation three years, cost $800 000, and has paid 
dividends to the amount of $200,000, or about 75 per 
cont. 


The receipts 





for freight, passage, &c. on the Vicks 


year ending Ist of July last, amount to $113,117 66 cers, 
and the expenses during the same time to $80,889 62 
cents—showing a nett profit of $32 179 44 cents. 

Rujjuio and Attica radroad. irom the first of April to 
the first of December, 1543, the number of passengers on 


‘Lhe 


road $28,973,—a 


little over nine per cent on Fo20,000, its cust of consiruc- 


tion. 
The ten years seven per cent loan of $200,000 ad- | 


: 7 | 1 f tre \ I . ; 
vertised for by the Hartiord and New Haven railroad 
company, was all taken, at different rates of premium, 
up te 35 ® 


Sreamers. The Hibernia lefi Boston on the Ist inst 
for Liverpuol, wilh 4i passengers, 20,000 letters, and an 
Humense number of newspapers. 


The steamer Sy/ph, on ber trip from St. Louis to the | 


™o 


lilinois river, on Saturday, the 23d ult., struck a rock 
about 12 miles above that city, and sank in about 7 feet 
water. ‘The machinery and cabinet furniture, with part 
of the cargo, will be saved. 

y, but ralli- 


Srocks declined in New York on Saturday, 
than they 


” 
ed again on Monday, and are now higher 
were ien days ago. 

s)* 


Srecig. $74,000 arrived at New Crieans on the 23d | 


and 24th ult. $65,000 were down. 


Tue Svucar Cror. The Natchitoches Repor'ter of the | 


Gili ult. represents the sugar crup us having been much 


/luajured by rain. 


‘Tue New Orleaus Picayune of t e 29th ult, states that | 


in several sectiio. s of the siate of Louisiana as weil asin 


Alavama, the cuttem has been desivoyed by inundations 
and heavy rains. 


Togpacco has been grown in considerable quantity on 
Connecticut river. A ton anda half per acre is yielded, 
vi fair quality, 

‘Lhe receipts of tobaceo at 
ring 1843, exeeded that of 1842, over 3000 jihds. 
5 to 700 hhus. per year has usually reached there from 
Indiana, but the past season, that supply fell off, and 
weut down to New Orleans. ‘Ihe Louisville Journal 
says: “Ags to the present crop in Kentucliy, it is a fair 


Louisville, Kentucky, du- 





' sen president of the senate by 10 out of 16 votes, C. Cal- 


From | 


houn clerk. Inthe house, Thomas Kinnicutt, whig, was 
chosen speaker by 185 out of 310 votes, and Chas. W. 
Story. clerk. 


ry? 


Mvsic 1n Curva. There are upwards of 560 journa!s 
in China consecrated exclusively to the musical art, and 
almost all the considerable capitals contain two or more 
theatres fur Cperas. 

PROPELLERS AGAINST PADDILE-wiErELs. The Lon- 
don papers state that the handsome steam frigate 
Rattler, which is the first of her majesty’s steam 
ships that has been fitted with a screw propeller, was or- 
|dered by the lords commissioners of the admiralty to 
{make her fourth experimental trip down the river, to 
‘compare her speed and efficiency with the Lightning 
steam vessel, fitted on the ordinary principle, with pad- 
dle-wheels. Ateleven o’clock, A. M., the Rattler, hav- 
‘ingon board Captain Appleton and Commander Smith, 
| Mr. Lloyd, chief engineer, Mr. b. P. Smith, inventor 
and patentee of the screw propeller, and several other 
venilemen, proceeded down the river in. company willl 
the Lightning steam vessej, to the measured mile be- 
twixt Erith and Greenhithe, wiere her speed was tried 
eight different times, four downwards and four upwards, 
and the result was very favorable; the speed of the Ra:- 
tler averaging, on the three first miles down, and three 
‘first miles up, withand against tide, as near as possible. 
nine knots, or aboutten anda half statute miles per hour, 
leaving the Lightning steam vessel in every trial con- 
siderably astern, und more particularly when both hed 
to contend with wind and. tide, affording abundant es? 
dence that the principle on which the Rattler has been 
coustructed is best adapted to sea-going vessels. 





Wasuineron City, sratistics. According to n state- 
mentin the National Intelligencer there were 83 brick, 
'and 237 frame houses erected last year. Total number ot 
houses in the city, 1,938, Total anwunt of assess: d pro- 
perty, Ist Dec. 43, $10,019,837—assessed tax thereon 
$238,725. 

Danze Wesrster is at Washington, attending 10 
cases in the Supreme Court, amongst them, that of 'e 
heivs of Girard. ugainst the city of Philadelphia. The 
| Newark Post s‘ates, that he has purchased the Weehaw- 
| ken House, formerly owned by Judge Bergen, two miles 
| from Hoboken, for which he is to pay $23,000, probably 
/asa residence. 

The paper introduced by Mr. Webster in his speech 
at Andover, as read by Dr. Franklin'to the members ot 
the convention for forming the constitution, 1s clearly 
shown by a communication in the New York Amer? 
‘can; tohave beev the composition of Tenck Core. 
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